Chaminade University
English 102-90-01 Spring 2025 - online
Instructor: Dr. Richard Hill
Office: Henry Hall 206L; email: richard.hill@chaminade.edu; phone: 739 8344
Office Hour:  by appointment over Zoom
Class Schedule
Online, asynchronous, through Canvas
The purpose of this course is to fine-tune your critical reading, writing, and research skills essential for postsecondary academic scholarship. The course presents a variety of strategies for writing and research, including creating, drafting, evaluating, and presenting information.  You will create sustained persuasive and analytical writing projects using library and Internet research.
Writing assignments in this course will focus upon expository essays. We shall also concentrate upon various research and writing methods, including but not limited to writing from sources, summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing. The final course paper will allow students to demonstrate the ability to write a multi-source research paper of at least 10 pages in length. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:
In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:
Writing Skills
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis statements.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 
4. To demonstrate an organized paper.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
5. To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free writing, and listing.
6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
7. To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.
8. To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.
-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.
-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.
-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.
 
Critical Thinking Skills
9. To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.
-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.
-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.
10.   To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.
11.   To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.
Grading System                                                                
Participation and attendance                                         10%
Homework                                                                       10%
Midterm                                                                           10%
Essays*                                                                             70%
Total                                                                                   100%
* Throughout the semester, you will produce an annotated bibliography, two shorter essays, and a final 10-page research paper including a works cited page, demonstrating your ability to address, research, and express considered responses to research questions.  Papers will be documented accurately using MLA format.
Final grading will follow the traditional scale:
900-1000 = A         Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
800-899   = B         Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
700-799   = C         Good work demonstrating competence in writing and comprehension
600-699   = D         Lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work
Below 600 = F/NC  Failed to grasp minimum requirements of course
Your grade will be affected detrimentally by the following:
· Consistent late submission of any of the assignments, without sufficient permission, reason or explanation to the instructor. 10% from the total will be deducted each day the paper is overdue
· clear disregard to the work and assignments given to you, either in quantity or effort. The “Homework” grade will be received on satisfactory and timely completion of all out-of-class assignments.
Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class (prior to the withdrawal deadline) may be withdrawn by the instructor.  Withdrawals are only effective for tuition refunds when initiated by the student during the refund periods and in accordance with the appropriate refund schedule.  The student must obtain written permission from the instructor to be re-enrolled in a class from which the student has been withdrawn.
All written work must be your own work, your own ideas expressed in your own words.  In the case of suspected plagiarism, you will be asked to submit all of the work that led you to that final piece of work.  If plagiarism is confirmed then you will fail that assignment.  A second act of plagiarism will result in the failure of the course.  If necessary, we will discuss the finer points of plagiarism in class. 
Marianist values
Within this course, as in all courses I teach, are embedded several of the Marianist values that we promote at Chaminade.  Of particular focus in my English classes are the values of social justice, adaptation, and change.  Social justice must always be central to any humanities course, which is the search for an understanding of the idea of justice within society: between individuals, institutions, religion, government, and the law.  The written law alone may not provide all the pertinent definitions of justice; other answers are provided by the study of the humanities, including English literature.  Among other questions we will examine, we will ask the following: what is moral law, and how does it differ from written law, divine law, and your own innate sense of right and wrong?  Equally, we will ask how works of literature may provide you, personally, with skills to adapt to changes in society or circumstances, as you grow and move through the world.
Disability Access
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
Time Allocation
This is a three-credit hour course requiring 135 clock hours of student engagement, per the official CUH Credit Hour Policy. Over the 15 weeks of this course, students will spend 37.5 hours online, 48 hours researching and writing the final essay, 1 hour each week on homework assignments (15 hours total), and 10.5 hours drafting and re-drafting essays. There will be an additional 24 hours of work required beyond what is listed here (course readings, homework assignments, etc.), averaging 1.6 hours each week.  
Title IX and Nondiscrimination Statement
Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment that promotes the dignity of all people, inclusivity and mutual respect and is free of all forms of sex discrimination and gender-based violence, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. As a member of the University faculty, I am required to immediately report any incident of sex discrimination or gender-based violence to the campus Title IX Coordinator. 
Nondiscrimination Policy & Notice of Nondiscrimination
Chaminade University of Honolulu does not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as required by Title IX and its regulations, including in admission and employment. Inquiries about Title IX may be referred to the University’s Title IX Coordinator, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both and contact information may be found at the Chaminade University Title IX Office Contact Information and Confidential Resources websiteLinks to an external site.. On-campus Confidential Resources may also be found here at CAMPUS CONFIDENTIAL RESOURCESLinks to an external site..
The University’s Nondiscrimination Policy and Grievance Procedures can be located on the University webpage at: https://chaminade.edu/compliance/title-ix-nondiscrimination-policies-procedures/Links to an external site.. 
To report information about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or make a complaint of sex discrimination under Title IX, please refer to the Campus Incident Report formLinks to an external site.. Chaminade University of Honolulu prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates. The NOTICE of NONDISCRIMINATION can be found here: Notice of NondiscriminationLinks to an external site..
Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
Academic Conduct Policy
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.
Class Etiquette
Participation and attendance are crucial to your understanding and completion of this course.  In the online portion of the class, this means making sure to keep up with assignments, homework, deadlines, and requests, and if you have any problems, challenges or issues, to be in touch either with your classmates or your instructor. When posting opinions for homework assignments, please use respectful language and tone, as your classmates may not agree with your opinion. Mature, adult debate and argumentation requires respect and an understanding of viewpoints different from your own.
 
Provisional Course Schedule
Week 1, Jan 6
Introductions, syllabus, course requirements
Academic reading, writing, research and argumentation
Responding to historical argument – A Modest Proposal, 
 
Week 2, Jan 13
Responding to historical argument – Declaration of Independence 
Responding to historical argument – Gettysburg Address
Assignment - Responding to historical argument
 
Week 3, Jan 20             
Responding to historical argument –  Letter from Birmingham Jail 
Responding to historical argument – Hawaii’s Story
 
Week 4, Jan 27
Grammar, MLA and citation refresher
Assignment - Responding to historical argument due
 
Week 5, Feb 3
MID-TERM – Grammar and MLA
Library instruction
Assignment - Annotated MLA Bibliography
 
Week 6, Feb 10
Samples and drafting for Annotated Bibliography; selecting topics of debate, feedback 
 
Week 7, Feb 17                       
Assignment - Annotated MLA Bibliography due
Contemporary issues – reading and discussion
Assignment – Exposition
 
Week 8, Feb 24   
Contemporary issues – reading and discussion
 
Week 9, March 3
Assignment - Exposition due
Logic, reasoning and rhetoric
 
Week 10, March 10
Assignment - Argumentative research paper
Logic, reasoning and rhetoric
 
Week 11, March 17
Argumentative research paper – Rogerian argument, syllogisms, logical fallacies
 
Week 12, March 24
Argumentative research paper – planning, brainstorming, researching
 
Week 13, March 31
Argumentative paper - drafts due – in-class editing and conferencing
 
Week 14, April 7          
Micro and macro-argumentation, conspiracy theories
 
Week 15, April 14
Peer review for Argumentative research paper
 
Week 16, April 21
Argumentative research paper due
 

