	Inter-religious Dialogue and Ecumenical Ministry
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INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		(808) 739-8536 (office)		(808) 256-8859 (mobile) -- preferred
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E
(
COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	

Gros, Jeffrey, FSC, McManus, Eamon, Riggs, Ann. Introduction to Ecumenism. Mawah, NJ: Paulist Press 1998.

See course schedule for list of additional reading assignments that include the following: 
Vatican II documents: Unitatis Redintegratio and Nostra Aetate
 
John Paul II. Ut Unum Sint: Encyclical Letter of the Holy Father John Paul II on Commitment to Ecumenism. Rome: 1995.
	Orientale Lumen
Pontifical Council for Christian Unity: Application and Norms

World Council of Churches. Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry; Faith and Order Paper No. 111, Geneva: World Council of Churches, 1982.


Course Description
The student will study efforts to recover the unity of all Christians as the gift of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit, the common spiritual values shared by all believers and non-believers, the similarities and differences among the Catholic tradition and other Christian traditions, Jewish faith and tradition and other non-Christian religious traditions and the gifts they bring to humankind.

Student Learning Outcomes 
Goals of the course
· to introduce students to ecumenical dialogue in the context of the Roman Catholic Church; 
· to examine critically some of the documents related to ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue; 
· to explore the meaning and implementation of dialogue in the local communities.

At the end of the course, students will be able to
· Describe the bases for engaging in ecumenical and inter-religious dialogues by critically responding to and reflecting on the Roman Catholic texts;
· Explain the call to Christian unity and its desired outcomes in various dialogical settings;
· Develop a means of implementing some aspect of promoting Christian unity within a particular context;
· Identify the commonality among religious traditions for inter-religious dialogue and action in a particular setting.

Program Learning Outcomes:
The student will demonstrate advanced understanding of PLOs, 1, 2, 3 and 4 as they apply to the study of inter-religious and ecumenical dialogues: 
1. an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression with a Vatican II framework, its historical development, and its context within the broader Christian tradition. 
2. an ability to apply theological reflection to issues, needs and concerns of various pastoral contexts within and for communities of Hawai'i, Asia and the Pacific. 
3. an ability to compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community. 
4. Engage the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace, justice, and the integrity of creation in ways that respond and lead to active participation within changing local and global environments.
Five Characteristics of Marianist Education as applied to this course:
1. Formation in Faith: At the heart of Ecumenical and Inter-religious dialogues is the faith component of those engaged in promoting Christian Unity and in seeking commonality in Inter-religious dialogues.
2. Quality, Integral Education: Candidates and students examine, analyze and apply the concepts that undergird the dialogues between Christian communities and with non-Christian
3. Education in the Family Spirit: “That all may be one” denotes the central concept of Ecumenism among the Christian communities. The Body of Christ and its members serves as the foundation for engaging in ecumenical praxis.
4. Education for service, justice and peace: Engaging in ecumenical dialogue centers on healing the multiple historical rifts among Christian communities
5. Education for Adaptation and Change: Prior Catholic teachings have evolved in light of the movement of the Holy Spirit seeking to heal the rifts that have occurred within the Christian Family and to better recognize the gift of the wisdom of other religions. Candidates and students will study the historical changes and developing new insights of the Catholic Church’s relationship with other Christian communities and non-Christian traditions.

Requirements for all levels
1. Attendance and participation at scheduled sessions.
2. CANVAS Assignments – two main types of discussion boards.
a. Reading of texts as assigned in a timely manner with posting on Reading Reflection board that includes a response to instructor’s reply.
b. Participation in threaded discussions as assigned. Participation will be determined by depth as well as consistency of posting, plus a reply to a classmate.



Additional requirements for Graduate Level: 
· Further reading assignments as provided for discussion.
· Scheduled sessions for MPT only students. 
· Essay or activity assignments.
· Final essay that correlates key themes to the inter-religious and ecumenical dialogues.

Student Assessment and grading policy
Students will be assessed based on the following:
1. Participation in online discussions – quality as well as quantity
1. Essay assignments – demonstration of knowledge and application
1. Graduate and undergraduate – will be assessed based on thoroughness of response, essay development and grammar
1. Grading will be based on a point system that is converted to percentage at the end of the term. A=90-100% of possible points; B=80-89% of possible points; C = 70-79% of possible points. 

Online discussions: Two main types of boards or a combination of both
1. Reading Reflection board
a. Identify which reading assignment, page number or paragraph.
b. Post a question or comment based on the selected passage.
c. Reply to my response indicating 
1. Engaged Discussion board
a. An in-depth response to readings question; 
b. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by another person with reason you react as you do; 


Course Schedule – subject to revision
Unit one: Introduction to Ecumenism
	Week
	Assigned Readings- 

	Jan. 18
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapter one “History of Ecumenism” 


	Jan. 24
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapter two: “Catholic Ecumenical Documentation”

For Engaged Discussion Board – two readings
Decree on Ecumenism Unitatis Redintegratio

Ut Unum Sint


	Jan. 31
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapters 3 “Theology of Ecumenism and 4 Ecumenical Principles”


	Feb. 7
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapter 5 “Ecumenical Formation” 

and for Engaged Discussion Board
Directory of the Application of Principles and Norms 



	
Unit two: Ecumenical dialogues – Eastern and Western communities
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	Feb. 14
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapters 6 “Nature, Goal and Reception of Dialogues” and 7 “Contribution of the World Council of Churches”

And for Engaged Discussion Board
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry document by WCC Faith and Order

	Feb. 21
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapter 8 “Ecumenical Developments with the Eastern Churches”

And for Engaged Discussion Board
Orientale Lumen

	Feb. 28
	Introduction to Ecumenism: chapters nine, ten and eleven

	March 7
	Introduction to Ecumenism: Conclusion

Application of Principles in ministry – Engaged Discussion Board





Unit three: Inter-religious Dialogue 
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	March 14-20, last day of course
	Declaration on the relation of the Church to non-Christian religions

Assessment assignment





ADA Accommodations
Pursuant to federal and state laws, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all qualified students with disabilities are protected from discrimination on the basis of disability and are eligible for reasonable accommodations or modifications in the academic environment to enable them to equal access to academic programs, services, or activities. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Counseling Center by email: counselingcenter@chaminade.edu for further information. 
Title IX  
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the following: 
Chaminade Kokua ‘Ike Center: 808 735-4845. Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.

Diversity Statement
Chaminade’s Core belief statement states, "Students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring a variety of talents, traditions, cultures and abilities. This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can then nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential." Consequently, this course encompasses readings that reflect and examine the diversity of our literary, cultural and environmental heritage. Additionally, the course puts special attention on the problems faced by authors seeking to write from unique personal or cultural perspectives to readers who may not share the same perspectives or cultural background. 
Plagiarism Guidelines
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

1. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

1. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.  (Chaminade General Catalog, online). 
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