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History
School of Humanities, Arts, and Design

HI-201-90-1 America thru Civil War
Asynchronous Online Course
3 Credits


Instructor Information

Instructor:  Dr. Michio “Mitch” Yamasaki
Email:  myamasak@chaminade.edu
Phone: (808) 735-4824
Office Location:  Henry 206H
Virtual Office Hours:

You can email me at myamasak@chaminade.edu any time you have a question or problem. I will respond within 48 hours.  However, if you would like a synchronous meeting during office hours, I am happy to give you a call if you provide me with a phone number that I can reach you and your desired meeting day/time. I will be available for synchronous office hours on the days and times listed below:

Monday 	10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon
Wednesday 	02:00 PM - 04:00 PM
Friday 		04:00 PM – 06:00 PM


School of Humanities, Arts, and Design

The discipline of History is part of the School of Humanities, Arts, and Design (SHAD).  The Dean of SHAD is Cheryl Edelson, Ph.D.  Her office is in Henry 206.  Dr. Edelson’s email address is cedelson@chaminade.edu.  Her phone number is (808) 735-4826.    


Course Description

What was America like before Columbus? Who was Pocahontas? What caused the American Revolution? Why did America write a new Constitution in 1787? What role did slavery have in the making of America? Was the Civil War avoidable? These and other thought-provoking issues are covered in this course.

Course Outline

Week 1
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	America: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Spanish Conquest: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 2
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Virginia: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Origins of Slavery: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 3
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Pilgrims & Puritans: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Examination 1 (1:00)
Week 4
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Colonial America: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 5
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Road to Revolution: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Declaration of Independence: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 6
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Revolutionary War: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Examination 2 (1:00)
Week 7
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Road to Constitution: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Constitution: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Mid-Term Consultation
Week 8
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	New Republic: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 9
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Slavery in America: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Examination 3 (1:00)
Week 10
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Age of Reform 1: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 11
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Age of Reform 2: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 12
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Westward Expansion: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Expansion & Sectionalism: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
	Examination 4 (1:00)
Week 13
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Coming of Civil War: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 14
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
	Civil War: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Week 15
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Reconstruction: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Advances & Setbacks: Power Point Lecture & Note Taking Guide (6:00)
Examination 5 (1:00)

Course Text

Kenneth Davis, Don’t Know Much About History: Everything You Need to Know about American History but Never Learned, Harper, 2011 (Optional)

Course Activities

Course Requirements: take five examinations

Grading is based on five examinations (100 points each)

Grades

450-500 points = A
400-449 points = B
350-399 points = C
300-349 points = D
Below 300 points = F


Learning Outcomes

Adaptation & Change

This course will evaluate the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meeting future challenges.  If we want to know how and why our nation world is the way it is today, we must first look to the past to find the answers.

Who really “discovered” America and how does this shape our view of the United States?  What was the relationship between Native Americans, who lived in America for thousands of years before the Europeans arrived, Europeans, who arrive looking for riches or religious liberties, and African Americans, who were brought to America against their will?  How does this relationship adapt and change over time?  What was the relationship between England and her American colonies?  How did this relationship adapt and change over time, eventually leading to the American Revolution?  What prompted the western expansion of the United States?  How did Native Americans react to this expansion?  Why did this expansion lead to divisions within the Union (sectionalism) and Civil War?  How did the United States adapt and change during the period lead up to the war and during the war itself?  How was the nation “reconstructed” after the Civil War?  How did African Americans adapt and change to the circumstances in their lives – moving from slavery to freedom?    

Critical Thinking

The field of history analyzes evidence, concepts, assumptions, and viewpoints in terms of “primary” and “secondary” sources.  Primary sources are first-hand accounts of an event or time period.  They include letters, diaries, speeches, newspapers, interviews, photographs, and contemporary artwork.  Secondary sources analyze, synthesize, interpret, or evaluate primary sources.  They include textbooks, monographs, magazine articles, encyclopedias, almanacs, book reviews, and historical novels.  In this course, students will learn to apply critical thinking to analyze the concepts, assumptions, and viewpoints of secondary sources by using the evidence found in primary sources.

Among the sources analyzed in this course include Native American artifacts, diaries and memoirs of explorers and conquistadors such as Columbus, Hernando Cortes and Francisco Pizarro, Mayflower Compact, letters and diaries of colonial farmers and merchants in colonial America, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral by Phillis Wheatley, Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, United States Constitution, Monroe Doctrine, Missouri Compromise, Indian Removal Act, Worcester v. Georgia, Native American Oral Histories, Cotton Gin, Runaway Slave Posters, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, What to the Slave is the Fourth of July by Frederick Douglass, Compromise of 1850, Fugitive Slave Laws, Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe, Lincoln-Douglas Debates, Abraham Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address, Constitution of the Confederate States of America, letters and diaries of Civil War soldiers, Forty Acres and a Mule, Carpetbaggers and Scalawags, rise of the Ku Klux Klan, Compromise of 1877.

General Education Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· identify adaptations and changes essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meet future challenges and needs

· through critical thinking, recognize diverse evidence, concepts, assumptions, and viewpoints

· define, identify, locate, evaluate, and relevant information (information literacy), especially as it relates to primary and secondary sources, in the study of history

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will able to…

· identify key people, events, and developments in world history

· recognize change, continuity, and causality (this is also a program learning outcome)

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course within the Historical and Political Studies Program, students will demonstrate…

· identify the workings of politics and governance

· to recognize change, continuity, and causality  


Marianist Values

This course embodies the “Characteristics of the Marianist Education,” central to the mission of Chaminade University of Honolulu, in the following ways…

Provide an Integral, Quality Education

In this course, the instructor and the students “collaborate together in attaining knowledge of the human condition within the larger community of all creation, applying both faith and reason in their quest of meaning.”  They seek to “uncover and probe the deep questions of human meaning.  It places this search for truth within a value-centered worldview that begins with the dignity of each person, living their life within an interconnected whole that we call creation.”

Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

Marianist higher education is “deeply committed to the common good.”  This course is undertaken as “a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to engage the classroom with the wider world.”  It is part of our responsibilities as an institution built on the teachings of Christ “to promote the dignity of all human persons.  To do so authentically, we must acknowledge, analyze, and deeply comprehend global disparities.”

Educate for Adaptation and Change

After the French Revolution, Father Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary, stated, “new times call for new methods.”  Adaptation and change, however, must begin with a firm understanding of the past.  This course understands that “students need a substantive knowledge of the past, analytical tools for understanding the world around them and critical thinking skills to mindfully respond and shape the unknowable future.”  It tries “to shape students’ understanding of the interconnectedness of human knowledge as a foundation for effective action in an increasingly interdependent world.”       


Native Hawaiian Values

Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture.  Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua).  This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:

Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep.

Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom.

Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school.


Important Information

Academic Honesty

Violations of the Honor Code are serious.  They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University.  This includes signing in for someone else on attendance sheets.  It also includes persons taking online examinations for someone else.

Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

For the most up to date information, please refer to the Academic Honesty Policy on the Chaminade University Catalog website.

Students with Disabilities

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabilities Services.  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADS) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly.  You may contact the staff in the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

Title IX and Nondiscrimination Statement

Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment that promotes the dignity of all people, inclusivity and mutual respect and is free of all forms of sex discrimination and gender-based violence, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. As a member of the University faculty, I am required to immediately report any incident of sex discrimination or gender-based violence to the campus Title IX Coordinator.

Nondiscrimination Policy & Notice of Nondiscrimination

Chaminade University of Honolulu does not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as required by Title IX and its regulations, including in admission and employment. Inquiries about Title IX may be referred to the University’s Title IX Coordinator, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both and contact information may be found at the Chaminade University Title IX Office Contact Information and Confidential Resources website. On-campus Confidential Resources may also be found here at CAMPUS CONFIDENTIAL RESOURCES.

The University’s Nondiscrimination Policy and Grievance Procedures can be located on the University webpage at: https://chaminade.edu/compliance/title-ix-nondiscrimination-policies-procedures/. 

To report information about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or make a complaint of sex discrimination under Title IX, please refer to the Campus Incident Report form. Chaminade University of Honolulu prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates. The NOTICE of NONDISCRIMINATION can be found here: Notice of Nondiscrimination.

CUH Alert Emergency Notification

To get the latest emergency communication from Chaminade University, students’ cell numbers will be connected to Chaminade’s emergency notification text system. When you log in to the Chaminade portal, you will be asked to provide some emergency contact information. If you provide a cellphone number, you will receive a text from our emergency notification system asking you to confirm your number. You must respond to that message to complete your registration and get emergency notifications on your phone.

Kokua ‘Ike: Tutoring & Learning Services

Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s website for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click on Account > TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.
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