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lozanoSchool of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
Forensic Science Department 
FS-450 Forensic Anthropology
Henry Hall 107; T 5:30P-8:20P
Credits: 3	Section: 1	Term: Fall 2024

Instructor Information

Instructor: Julie Lozano
Email: julie.lozano@chaminade.edu
Office Hours: TBA
Virtual Office: Canvas
Virtual Office Hours: TBA
 
Communication
· Use the Slack app to ask (and answer) questions about course assignments, content, policies, and such. It’s likely others have similar questions, and responding to them in this forum saves us all from repetitive emails. I encourage you to subscribe to this forum so you will be notified by email when new posts are made. Helping one another in this forum is another way to gain extra credit in this class. 
· The best way to contact me is email. I check email several times a day; if you don’t hear back from me within 24hrs try again. I am also happy to make appointments so that we can chat via phone or video conferencing. 
Course Description & Materials

Catalog Course Description
This course is an introduction to the techniques of anthropology, archaeology, osteology and anthropometry as applied to forensic problems. Techniques covered will include those involved in determination of the individual’s age at death, sex, height and detection of antemortem/perimortem trauma. Prerequisites: EN 102, COM 101, FS 230 or CJ 220.

Time Allocation
This is a three-credit hour course requiring 135 clock hours of student engagement, per the official CUH Credit Hour Policy. Over the 15 weeks of this course, students will spend 37.5 hours in class, 48 hours researching and 10.5 hours studying for and taking the final exam. There will be an additional 24 hours of work required beyond what is listed here (course readings, homework assignments, etc.), averaging 1.6 hours each week.  

Required Materials
This class requires a textbook that will be complemented with lectures. The lectures are based on the textbook chapters, with some additional material that is not included in the book. My advice is to read the chapters and listen to the lectures.

Textbooks

1.) Byers, S.N., & Juarez, C.A. (2023). Introduction to Forensic Anthropology (6th ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003283935

2.) Mann R, Williamson M. 2007. Forensic Detective: How I Cracked the World's Toughest Cases. Ballantine Books. (an online pdf will be available for you) 

Recommended Items
Google Drive
This drive will be used to house larger files, if necessary.

Canvas (https://chaminade.instructure.com)
Canvas will be used to store class materials, submit assignments, and access your grade.
Learning Outcomes


Objectives:  

At the end of this course the student should:
	1.  Be able to identify and side human bones.
2.  Be able to formulate a basic expanded biological profile of human bones and teeth.
3.  Have a basic understanding of skeletal growth, development, remodeling, trauma, disease, and personal
     Identification.
	4.  Understand the basic concepts of human non-metric traits, anomalies, and osteometrics.
	5.  Have a basic understanding of human recovery (archaeological) methods.

Marianist Values
This class represents one component of your education at Chaminade University of Honolulu. An education in the Marianist Tradition is marked by five principles and you should take every opportunity possible to reflect upon the role of these characteristics in your education and development:

1. Education for formation in faith.
2. Provide an integral, quality education.
3. Educate in family spirit.
4. Educate for service, justice and peace, and integrity of creation.
5. Educate for adaptation and change.
Native Hawaiian Values
Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:

1. Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) May I live by God.
2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep.
3. Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship.
4. Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom.
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school


Course Activities

	Assignments
	% of Final Grade

	Homework/Labs 
	14% 

	Presentations 
	15%

	Case Study
	20%

	Quizzes 
	16%

	Exam 1
	15%

	Final 
	20%

	Total
	100%



Final Grades
Final grades are submitted to Self-Service:
A = 90% and above
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 59% and below


Extra Credit

One extra credit assignment will be offered: to write a 2-page review of an episode of Bones (up to 3% towards overall grade). Guidelines for this assignment will be forthcoming and must be adhered to in order to get full credit. It is best to complete this assignment in the second half of the semester. This assignment will be due no later than the last day of class (November 26, 2024).

Readings

Reading assignments are listed on the schedule, and it will be helpful for you to read these before class to be prepared to follow the material presented in lecture.  The textbook readings are indicated by chapter number. The additional readings/videos listed will be found on Canvas. 

Throughout the semester I will assign you cases from Mann R, Williamson M. 2007. Forensic Detective: How I Cracked the World's Toughest Cases. Ballantine Books. These are cases of unidentified individuals a forensic anthropologist assisted with. 

A guide for the first reading assignment (I will discuss in class as well):
There were four piles of evidence, what were they in detail (bones using the correct terminology, evidence found (materialistic things included)? I want you to discuss the Forensic Anthropology side of this story, which is the most important. How much of the skeleton was found, how long did it take to complete the analysis? What did they find out? the biological profile (age, sex, ancestry, stature, trauma, pathologies? details?) What were the conditions of the bones when they were being analyzed? HOW did they use the bones (do not just say the neck, which bones from the neck are they referring to?) to identify the man.
you are not including HOW methods and bones were used to solve THIS case. The details that were most important for you to understand forensic anthropology.
*in-text citation (Mann and Williamson, 2006)
Remember to use AJPA format for your in-text citations and citing your reference (the book). https://libguides.southalabama.edu/c.php?g=377879&p=5104890
Include a title page and a minimum one page, single-spaced, Times New Roman, font 12
*These assignments are 15% of your grade, do not take them lightly  


Discussions

There will be one period dedicated to a discussion of particular topic assigned in the readings. You will need to produce a 1-2 page reflection on the subject using the information from the readings. This will be turned in the day of the in-class discussion as a hard copy. More guidelines for these will be announced. As well, you should actively participate in the in-class discussion. If you aren’t in class, you cannot receive credit for this (no make ups), even if you completed the written assignment.


Homework

All assignments have due dates, every day your assignment is late there is a 10-point deduction, by the third day (Fridays) the assignment will no longer be accepted.

Practical Quizzes
A bone practical quiz is a type of hands-on assessment typically used in anatomy or biology classes to test your knowledge of bones in the human body. Unlike a regular quiz where you might answer multiple-choice or written questions, a practical quiz often involves physical or visual identification of bones.
During the quiz, you'll be presented with actual bones, models, or images of bones. You'll need to identify specific bones, their features (you will be provided with a list), and sometimes their function or location in the body. It’s called "practical" because it tests your practical, real-world understanding of the material rather than just memorized facts. These quizzes are cumulative, meaning that each quiz will cover all the material from previous quizzes in addition to the new 
To help you prepare, I will provide a list of the bones and features you need to know every two weeks. Make sure to review this list thoroughly and practice identifying the bones from different angles or perspectives. This type of quiz helps you apply your knowledge in a practical, real-world way, which is essential for mastering anatomy. 
Team Project: Case Study

There will be a group laboratory project worth 20% of your final grade. This group lab project will result in one forensic anthropology case report (per group) using available anatomical skeletons. Details for the project will be given out during the final section of the course, and course time will be available for all laboratory work. The group project must be turned in NO LATER THAN 11:59PM on November 19th, 2024. Since you are working in a group, part of your grade will be assigned based on group evaluations. This is to ensure that you are all pulling your weight! Groups will be assigned by the instructor.

Individual Projects
This assignment requires students to create and deliver a presentation on a selected topic related to forensic anthropology. Topics will be provided later in the semester. Each student will prepare a set of slides and present their findings to the class for approximately 10 minutes.
Requirements:
1. Presentation:
· Slides: Prepare a clear and visually engaging slide deck that covers the assigned topic comprehensively.
· Duration: The presentation should last about 10 minutes.
· Content: Address the topic thoroughly, including key concepts, methods, and relevant case studies or examples.
· Delivery: Speak clearly and engage the audience effectively.
2. One-Page Summary:
· Content: Submit a one-page summary of your presentation topic. The summary should highlight the main points, findings, and significance of the topic.
· Format: Ensure the summary is well-organized and concise.
Objective:
This assignment aims to deepen your understanding of forensic anthropology and develop your skills in research, presentation, and concise writing.
Exam 1 and Final
Regarding Exam 1 and the final exam, both will consist of two portions:
1. Practical Portion: Similar to the bone practical quizzes, you'll be required to identify various bones and their features.
2. Handwritten Portion: This section will cover everything reviewed in class and will include multiple-choice questions as well as short answer questions.
Course Policies

Attendance
We will meet once a week from 5:30-8:20pm, so it is crucial to not miss a class and stay the entire time. After one absence your grade will start to be affected. Unless you have proper documentation do not ask me to excuse your absence. Class participation and professionalism in the classroom and lab are 10% of your overall grade.

Evaluation of Student Performance: Late Work
All grades will be posted in Canvas within one week of assignment/exam submission. Attendance grades will be posted to Canvas on a weekly basis. Your grade will be kept current all semester. You are encouraged to contact me at Julie.lozano@chaminade.edu at any time to discuss your grades. I strongly encourage you to check your grades regularly. All assignments have firm due dates, and your score will be penalized 10 points for each weekday. After 3 days assignments will no longer be accepted.



Policies and Expectations (aka Class Etiquette): 

PLEASE…
1) Turn off all electronic devices and cellphones and put them away when class begins.  You are welcome to make or take a call at any time, but please step outside the classroom to do so. Using cell phones in class may result in the loss of points for class participation. 
2) Computers and other electronic devices may only be used during the LAB portion of class for researching skeletal analysis (not for email or social pages), but not during class presentations or discussion.
3) No food or drink allowed 
4) Lab portions of this class are intended to simulate working in an anatomy lab and will be handled as such, hence the use of  hand-written “bench notes,” evidence handling, photography, etc. 
5) Turn in assignments on time, as you may be penalized or lose points (or not accepted at all) if you turn them in late.
6) If you’re sleepy, tired, or bored, please take a short break outside the class or stand in the back of the room. 
7) Notify the instructor in advance if you can’t attend a class or if you will be out of town.  Too many unauthorized absences will factor into “class participation.”
8) Professionalism and class participation are highly encouraged and are part of your grade, but please raise your hand if you have a question or comment. 
9) Attendance will be taken at each class and counts as part of your grade. 
10) No photography of slides used in the instructor’s PowerPoint presentations or cases, or material we use for labs
11) This is a class for adults, so no children or pets.

Changes to the Syllabus
While the provisions of this syllabus are as accurate and complete as possible, your instructor reserves the right to change any provision herein at any time. Every effort will be made to keep you advised of such changes, and information about such changes will be available from your instructor. If our labs or lectures exceed time expectations due to longer discussions or a focus on certain topics, our schedule will be adjusted. The order of topics will always remain the same. 

Important Information

Academic Honesty
Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated.

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism, in addition to more obvious dishonesty.

Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of Academic Division and may include an “F” grade for the work in question, an “F” grade for the course, suspension, or dismissal from the University.

For the most up to date information, please refer to the Academic Honesty Policy on the Chaminade University Catalog website.

Title IX and Nondiscrimination Statement
Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment that promotes the dignity of all people, inclusivity and mutual respect and is free of all forms of sex discrimination and gender-based violence, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. As a member of the University faculty, I am required to immediately report any incident of sex discrimination or gender-based violence to the campus Title IX Coordinator. 

Nondiscrimination Policy & Notice of Nondiscrimination
Chaminade University of Honolulu does not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as required by Title IX and its regulations, including in admission and employment. Inquiries about Title IX may be referred to the University’s Title IX Coordinator, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both and contact information may be found at the Chaminade University Title IX Office Contact Information and Confidential Resources website. On-campus Confidential Resources may also be found here at CAMPUS CONFIDENTIAL RESOURCES.

The University’s Nondiscrimination Policy and Grievance Procedures can be located on the University webpage at: https://chaminade.edu/compliance/title-ix-nondiscrimination-policies-procedures/. 

To report information about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or make a complaint of sex discrimination under Title IX, please refer to the Campus Incident Report form. Chaminade University of Honolulu prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates. The NOTICE of NONDISCRIMINATION can be found here: Notice of Nondiscrimination.

CUH Alert Emergency Notification 
To get the latest emergency communication from Chaminade University, students’ cell numbers will be connected to Chaminade’s emergency notification text system. When you log in to the Chaminade portal, you will be asked to provide some emergency contact information. If you provide a cellphone number, you will receive a text from our emergency notification system asking you to confirm your number. You must respond to that message to complete your registration and get emergency notifications on your phone.

Assessment for Student Work
With the goal of continuing to improve the quality of educational services offered to students, Chaminade University conducts assessments of student achievement of course, program, and institutional learning outcomes. Student work is used anonymously as the basis of these assessments, and the work you do in this course may be used in these assessment efforts.

Student with Disabilities Statement
Chaminade University of Honolulu offers accommodations for all actively enrolled students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the ADA Amendments Act (2008). 

Students are responsible for contacting Kokua Ike: Center for Student Learning to schedule an appointment. Verification of their disability will be requested through appropriate documentation and once received it will take up to approximately 2–3 weeks to review them. Appropriate paperwork will be completed by the student before notification will be sent out to their instructors. Accommodation paperwork will not be automatically sent out to instructors each semester, as the student is responsible to notify Kokua Ike via email at ada@chaminade.edu each semester if changes or notifications are needed.

Kōkua ʻIke: Tutoring & Learning Services
Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s website for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click on Account > TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.

Credit Hour Policy 

The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10-week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit. 
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies. 

The instructor may modify elements of this syllabus according to the operational needs of the class. 

Important Dates:
August:
Mon 19th: 	Fall Semester begins (2024FA)
Mon, 19th-27th: Add/Drop period for Standard Fall 2024 courses (2024FA)
Wed, 21st:	Fall Spiritual Convocation at 11:30AM (11:30am classes canceled)

September: 
Mon, 2nd:	Labor Day Holiday for Day Undergraduate students (no classes; offices closed)
Fri, 20th: 	Fall Semester deadline to Withdraw without Record (WNR) (2024FA)

October:
Sun, 5th:	Standard Fall 2024 deadline to Withdraw (W). Withdrawal requests must be submitted by 4:30pm (close of business) (2024FFX)
Mon, 14th:	Indigenous Peoples' Day holiday for Day Undergraduate students (no classes; offices closed)
Mon, 28th-
Tues, 29th:	Senior and Student Athlete pre-registration for Spring Semester (2025SP)
Wed, 30th-
Thu, 31st:	Junior pre-registration for Spring Semester (2025SP)

November: 
Fri, 1st:		Open registration for Spring Semester (2025SP)
Fri 1st:	Fall Semester deadline to Withdraw (W) from classes and last day to apply for credit/no credit option. (2024FA)
Mon, 11th:	Veterans Day holiday (no Day Undergraduate classes; offices closed)
Wed, 27th:	Last day of instruction for Day Undergraduate classes (2024FA)
Thu, 28th:	Thanksgiving Day holiday (offices closed)
Thu, 28th-
Fri, 29th:	Thanksgiving Recess (no Day Undergraduate classes; offices closed)

December:
Fri, 6th:	Fall Semester ends (2024FA)
Thu, 12th:	Fall Semester grades due at 12pm (2024FA)





























COURSE SYLLABUS

	20
	August
Week 1

	Lectures
	READINGS

	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Introduction to Forensic Anthropology 
*The Human Skeleton   
	
Chapters 1 & 
2 (19-44)
Review attachments:
· Craniometrics and Landmarks
· The Skull and hyoid
· The Bones within us
	1. Weeks 1 & 2 
Quiz #1 list 

2. The five Judicial Events: Chapter 2

	Quiz # 1
September 3rd



	27
	August
Week 2

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	*Human Skeleton continued 
Basic Measurements and methods * 

	
Review attachments:
· “The Skull and Hyoid”
· Craniometrics and Landmarks

	1. In class worksheet
2. Forensic Detective 

	*Quiz # 1
September 3rd 
*Judicial Summary 




	3
	September
Week 3

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Establishing Medicolegal Significance
*Recovering Scene Methods
*Reviewing Quiz #2                   list.

Practical Quiz # 1

	


Chapters 3 & 4
Review attachments:

	1. Weeks 3 & 4 
Quiz #2 list 


	


Quiz #2:
September 17th

*Forensic Detective #1 reflection






	10
	September
Week 4

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES/DUE DATES

	*Estimating PMI
*Initial Treatment and examination 
	
Chapters 5 & 6
Review attachments
	
Readings to be reviewed before exam, posted in week 4

	*Practical Quiz # 2:
  September 17th 
 




	17
	September
Week 5

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Initial Treatment and examination 
*Review for Exam 1
And lab time to study

Practical Quiz # 2

	
Chapter 6 
Review attachments:


	1. Weeks 5 & 6 
Quiz #3 list 

	Practical Quiz #3:
October 1st




	24
	September
Week 6

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	*EXAM 1
Population Affinity and ancestry/race discussion 

	
Chapters 7
Review attachments:
1.  Sauer (1992)
2. Gravlee (2009)
3. Ousley et al. 2018
	1. Weeks 5 & 6
Quiz #3 list
2. Forensic Detective #2 

	*Practical Quiz #3:
October 1st
*Ancestry/race reflection 




	1
	October
Week 7

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Population Affinity
*Calculation of Stature

Practical Quiz #3

	
Chapters 7 & 10

Review attachments for this week

	1. Weeks 7 & 8 
Quiz #4 list 
2. Lab: Ancestry and stature 

	Practical Quiz #4:
October 15th 
Forensic Detective #2 reflection



	8
	October
Week 8

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
Attribution of Sex 


	
Chapters 8

Review attachments for week 8

	1. Weeks 7 & 8 
Quiz #4 list 
2. Lab: Estimation of sex
3. Field School brochure 

	Practical Quiz #4:
October 15th 



	15
	October
Week 9

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	*Estimation of Age        at Death 
  
Practical Quiz #4

	
Chapters 9

Review Attachments
	1. Weeks 9 & 10 
Quiz #5 list 
Lab: Trauma

2. Forensic Detective #3



	*Practical Quiz #5:
October 29th 

*Field School brochure due 




	22
	October
Week 10

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Death, Trauma, and the skeleton
*Projectile Trauma
  

	
Chapters 11 & 12
Review attachments
	1. Weeks 9 & 10 
Quiz #5 list 

	Practical Quiz #5:
October 29th 
Forensic Detective #3 reflection



	29
	October
Week 11

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Blunt Trauma
*Sharp and Misc Trauma
  
Practical Quiz #5

	

Chapters 13 & 14
Review attachments:

	1. Internship Brochure
	Practical Quiz #6:
November 5th  



	5
	November
Week 12

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
Dr Mann guest Lecture
*Lab: Trauma *Antemortem Skeletal Condition 
  
Practical Quiz #6

	
Chapter 15
	
	*Practical Quiz #7:
November 12th 

*Internship Brochure due 



	12
	November
Week 13

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Postmortem changes due to bone
*Additional Aspects of Individualization
*Presentations
  
Practical Quiz #7

	


Chapter 16 &17
	1. Forensic Detective #4

	Practical Quiz #8:
November 19th  

Presentation summary and slides are due 



	19
	November
Week 14

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Presentations
Case Work:
Compiling a Biological Profile 
  
Practical Quiz #8

	

	
	*Forensic Detective #4 reflection 



	26
	November
Week 15

	WEEKLY OBJECTIVES
	READINGS
Should be done by today
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DEADLINES

	
*Obtaining an identification *Conclusion
Case Work:
Compiling a Biological Profile 
  

	
Chapters 19
Review for final!

	
	Extra Credit Due
Final: 
December 3rd
5:30pm- 7:30pm



	3
	December
Week 16

	Final: 
December 3rd
5:30pm- 7:30pm

Case Study Report Due
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