MEDIEVAL LIFE AND THOUGHT
 
Course RE/HI-322-90-1
Instructor: Dr. Lilia Castle
Phone: 739-4628
Email lcastle@chaminade.edu
 
 
Course description:
The course integrates the perspectives of history and religion into the study of Medieval Europe (ca.500-1500 A.D.). Religious history combines insight into the nature of religious experiences and structures with a proper understanding of their political, economic, and social setting. This course explores the religious ideas, philosophy, economy, culture, literature and other characteristic features of Medieval Europe. Through this course students will develop their interest in Medieval history and its most interesting facts and phenomena. Students will be provided with the titles and sites of the additional materials allowing them to appreciate more this fascinating period of history.
Course Text:
Judith M. Bennett, Medieval Europe, McGram Hill, 12th edition; ISBN 978-0-07-338550-1
Teaching Goals:
Goal 1: To promote student understanding of the Christian Catholic Tradition by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation.
Goal 2: To promote student knowledge of the seminal historical, military and cultural events of Medieval History as well as the major political, religious and cultural figures of Medieval time and their evaluation from different perspectives.
 
Course Learning Outcomes:
 
The Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) reflect Marianist Values ( MV) and are linked  to both History Program Learning Outcomes and Religious programs: (HPLO) and (RPLO):
Upon completion of the course, students  will be able to...
CLO 1:  explain the reasons for and the consequences of changes and continuity in religious, social and cultural development of Medieval Europe connected with the rise of Christianity from IV to XV centuries discussing various perspectives on major periods and Christian characteristic features of Medieval history (HPLO-1; RPLO 1; General Education Outcome 1: Formation in Faith)
CLO 2: explain the essential role of Christianity in the formation of European nations and their cultures presenting Medieval Time as the first and greatest attempt to build all institutions of the society upon the basic commitments of the Christian faith.( RPLO 1; RPLO 3; Gen Ed LO 1-Formation in Faith)
CLO 3: interpret seminal historical, military and cultural events, as well as, the achievements of major religious and cultural figures of Medieval History.( e.g., St. Benedict, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Thomas Aquinas, Peter Abelard, St. Augustine of Hippo (HPLO 3; RPLO 1; GEO 1)
CLO 4:  create the project showing medieval culture as the affirmation of human transcendence band providing examples of the embodiment of Catholic Christian view in intellectual and artistic achievements of medieval time. (RPLO 4; GEnEd Formation in Faith: Values)
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
The Marianist Tradition is presented in this course through the interpretation of Medieval Culture as built upon Christian Faith which has manifested itself in every aspect of Medieval life and thought. This class represents one component of your education at Chaminade University of Honolulu. An education in the Marianist Tradition in marked by five principles and you should take every opportunity possible to reflect upon the role of these characteristics in your education and development:
1. Education for formation in faith
2. Provide an integral, quality education
3. Educate in family spirit
4. Educate for service, justice and peace
5. Educate for adaptation and change
Native Hawaiian Values
Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:
1. Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) May I live by God
2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep
3. Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship
4. Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school
 
General Education Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course:
Value (Formation in Faith): The student will integrate faith and reason as complementary methods to explore questions of ultimate reality, leading to enhanced social awareness and service for peace and justice.
 
Religious Studies Program Outcomes Linked to this course
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of:
RPLO 1: Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (CLO 1; CLO 2; CLO 3)
PLO 3: Christian Ethics and Morality (CLO 2)
PLO 4:  Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism. (CLO 4)
Course Policies
Late Work Policy: The late submissions will result in the lost of points up to one letter grade.

Instructor and Student Communication
We will communicate through our zoom meetings, email,  skype and telephone calls.

Cell phones, tablets, and laptops
Out of consideration for your classmates, please set your cell phone to silent mode during class. Students are encouraged to bring laptops or tablets to class as the instructor will assign online activities and readings that will require the use of a laptop or tablet. Laptops and tablets should not be misused, such as checking distracting websites. Use your best judgment and respect your classmates and instructor.
Disability Access
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
 
 
Academic Conduct Policy
From the 2019-2020 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 39): 
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
 
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.
 
For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook: https://chaminade.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/NEW-STUDENT-HANDBOOK-19-20-Final-8.20.19.pdfLinks to an external site.
 
 
Course requirements:
Reading: students are expected to read carefully their textbook and all additional materials.
Visual materials:  include Power points and  educational videos; they  are valuable resources to get a better idea about the medieval environment; they are provided in the relevant modules.
Assessment: Students' learning outcome will be assessed through  several quizzes, various creative assignments , and a final project.
Students will have to submit all their exams in due dates. 
 Quizzes: Students will have to complete several  short quizzes, s well as midterm and final  exams based on the textbook chapters and additional handouts and Powerpoints.
Final project:  Each student will have to submit the Power Point project; the topics are provided.  The detailed requirements are provided in the last module.
Extra credit:  Extra credits are available; one of the examples fo extra credit work is in the last module.
 
Grading system:
Points:
140- quizzes
40-Final project
60- other assignments
Total: =240 points
 
Percentage:
90-100%-A
80-89%- B
60-79%- C
50-59%- D
Below 50%- F
 
 
Optional Reading:

Dante Alighieri. Divine Comedy, Tr. by Dorothy L. Sayers, Penguin Books, 1949
The History of the Church: From Christ to Constantine. Translated by G.A. Williamson, with introduction by Andrew Louth. (Penguin Classics, 1993).
Iamblichus On The Mysteries Of The Egyptians, Chaldeans And Assyrians And Life Of Pythagoras To Which Have Been Added Ethical And Political Fragments Of Ancient Pythagorean Writers (Paperback)
Thomas Sir Malory. Le Morte d’Arthur . 2003 (see, also, on: http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/mart/index.htm (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.)
Meister Eckhart. Selected Writings. Penguin Books, 1994
Malleus Maleficarum of Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger and was translated into English by Rev. Montague Summers.
Oakley, Francis, The Medieval Experience. University of Toronto, 1988.
The Oxford Illustrated History of Medieval Europe, Ed. By George Holmes, Oxford University Press, 1988
Le Goff, Jacques The medieval World. Collins and Brown, 1990
Cook, William R. and Herzman, Ronald B., The Medieval World View. Oxford University Press, 2004.
Medieval Memories: Men, Women and the Past, 700-1300, Ed. By Elizabeth van Houts, 2001
The Hours of Catharine of Cleves. George Brasiller, N.Y. 1967
Medieval Culture, Ed, by Ruth Brantl, George Braziller, Inc., N.Y.,1966.
The Medieval Reader, Ed. by Norman F.Cantor, Harper Collins Publishers1994
Medieval Philosophy, Ed. By John F. Wippel and Allan B. Wolter. Collier Macmillan Publishers, London, N.Y., 1969
Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades, 1095-1197. Pearson Education , 2002
Derek Pearsall, Gothic Europe 1200-1450. Pearson Education, 2001
Daly, L.J. Medieval University, 1200-1400. Sheed and Ward, N.Y, 1961
Markale, Jean. The Celts. Inner Traditions International, 1978
Turner, Ralf and Heoser, Richard. The Reign of Richard Lionheart. Pearson Education, 2000
Ward, Jennifer. Women in medieval Europe, 1200-1500. Pearson Education, 2002
Marshal William, Knighthood, War and Chivalry, 1147-1219. Pearson Education, 2002
Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe, By Merry E.Wiesner, Houghton Miflin Company, Boston, 2007
Aberth, John The First Horseman: Disease in Human History, Prentice Hall, New Jersey, ,2007
Internet resources:
Medieval sourcebook:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1k.html#The%20Kingdom%20of%20JerusalemLinks to an external site.\
Byzantine monasteries and icons images:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/images.html#ex2Links to an external site.
Illuminated manuscripts:
https://www.wdl.org/en/sets/illuminated-manuscripts/Links to an external site.
 
The video resources are in the relevant modules; they will provide you with the background of the historical epoch we study. Ideally, you have to watch all of them, but most of them are optional; the required videos are linked to the assignments. 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE:
 
MODULE 1. The Fall of the ROMAN EMPIRE. CHRISTIANITY.
Topics:
Arguments on the Historical Periodization of Medieval History. Characteristic features of the Middle Ages. The decline of Western Roman Empire.The first centuries of Christianity &The Early Christendom. The particular features of Christian world view. St.Augustine: reading & documentaries. Boethius. “The Consolation of Philosophy”.
Read:
· Bennett: Ch.1; 2+ Handouts on Characteristic Features of Medieval Time.
· Boethius: biography; excerpts from “The Consolation of Philosophy” & PP
Watch (the sites are provided in the relevant modules):
· The Republic of Rome Documentary
· The 7 Wonders Of Ancient Rome
 
 Assignment:
· Quiz on Boethius.
· The Ancient Rome (based on the video)
  
MODULE 2. ‘BARBARIANS’ AND ROMANS.
Topics: 
· Huns.Attila.
· Celts/Gauls
· Migration of the Germanic peoples; their religious beliefs, life;
kinship, law. Goths. Longobards.
· Battle of Catalaunian Fields.
Read:
 Bennett: Ch.1 (pp. 19-28) +
Handouts:
· Procopius of Caesarea on the ‘barbarians’ ( Pages);
· Tacitus’ “Germania” (Pages)
Watch Video on the Germanic Tribes – ‘Barbarians Against Rome’ (the sites are provided in the module)
Assignments:
· Answer the questions on the excerpts from Tacitus’ “Germania”
· Quiz 1 (Textbook Ch.1+ handouts)
· Quiz 2 ( Textbook , Ch.2 +handouts)
 
MODULE 3. Byzantium.
Topics:
Roman Empire: East and West.Byzantine Empire: Christianity. Culture. Justinian. Education. The influence of Greek and Roman culture on European development.
Read:
Required: Bennett, Ch.1 (pp 8-19), Ch.2 (pp 40-50); Ch. 2, 3; +
Additional :
1. The medieval archives on the monastic orders:
2. Handouts on Byzantine Empire: Education in Byzantium;
3. Secret History by Procopius of Caesarea.
4. Music and Mediation in St.Gregory of Nyssa.
5. Man is Destitute of Natural Weapons by St.Gregory
Watch:
· Educational Videos on Byzantine Empire (the link is in the module).
 Assignments:
· Quiz 3 (Textbook Ch.3 & handouts)
·  Salient points on video on Byzantine Empire
 
MODULE 4. CAROLINGIAN RENAISSANCE. Vikings
Topics:
Missions from England. Franco-Papal Alliance. The achievements of Charlemagne. Carolingian Renaissance. Invasions of Vikings & Muslims.
Read:
· Bennett: Ch.4, 5
· Handouts on Carolingians.
· The Life of Charlemagne by Einhard.
· Education in Western Roman Empire.
· Vikings. How Vikings conquered Europe- Power Point lecture. 
· Vikings in Europe-reading
· Vikings in England ( additional)
Watch:
 Who was Charlemagne 
Videos on Vikings  ( the sites are in the module)
Assignment: 
· Quiz (Textbook Ch.4 & handouts)
· Quiz on Vikings.
 
MODULE 5 . MEDIEVAL SOCIETY.
Topics:
The Interpreters of Christian Faith.St. Benedict and His Rule. St. Francis of Assisi.Monastic Orders: Benedictine; Carthusians; Cistercians; Augustinians; Cluniacs; Franciscans; Dominicans.Feudal Society. Rural Society. The Landholding Aristocracy. Medieval Castle. Urban Society. The Commercial revolution. Towns and Commerce. Medieval Guild.Women in Medieval Society. Medieval Medicine. Alchemy. Black death. ‘The Hammer of Witches’. Methods of persecution.
Read: Bennett: Ch.6, Ch.8 (pp.199-210). + Handouts: Those who work; Guilds; The Manorial System; 
Watch the documentary (the links are provided in the Module):
· Medieval city
· Medieval Castle
· Medieval guilds
· Medieval Monastery
· Medieval Doctor
Assignment: Quiz 5  (based on Textbook, Ch.6+ additional reading in the modules 8, 9 )
 
MODULE 6. THE WARRIOR & THE KNIGHT.
Knighthood and Chivalry. The Crusades. Richard the Lionheart. The Orders of Medieval Knights: Templars, Hospitaliers, Teutonic Order.
Read:
· Bennett: Ch.9 +  Handouts:
· The Warrior and the Knight-PP;
· The rule of Templars;
· Sichelgaita (excerpt by Anna Comnena);
· Bohemond; Godfrey of Bouillon (excerpts from Medieval Sourcebook).
· Richard I - interesting facts
Watch:
· The ‘Epic History”( Part 1&2);
· “The Third Crusade”;
· “Top 5 Myths about the Crusades”;
· “Knights Templar"
(the links are on Canvas)
Assignment:
Quiz on Chivalry & the Crusades.
  
MODULE 7.   MEDIEVAL LITERATURE & Art.
· The Troubadours. Mystery Plays. The Romance: Tristan & Iseult. The Song of Roland. King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. Dante The Divine Comedy. Medieval art of Letter. Illuminated Manuscripts. Celtic Art. Islamic Art. Byzantine Art. The main features of Medieval Architecture. Famous Cathedrals of Medieval Europe.
 Read:
Bennett: Ch. 11; 14 + Handouts:
· The Circles of Hell in the Divine Comedy
· Dante Alighieri
· Medieval art of letter- article.
 Watch:
· Gnosis- Dante;
· Medieval Art
· The Gothic Cathedral
· Making Medieval manuscript
· Architects of the Divine
( the links are on Canvas)
 
Module 8.  Medieval Thought. Scholasticism.
Medieval Universities. Scholasticism. Thomas Aquinas. Peter Abelard. Marsilio Ficino.
Read:    Bennett: Ch. 11, 14 +handouts
Assignment:
·  Quiz on Medieval Thought  (Textbook Ch.11,14, & handouts Modules 7, 8 )
· The term Project due.
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