COM/DS 302 – Data Journalism - Spring 2024
Instructor: Dr. Cliff Bieberly                  
Error! Filename not specified.Email: cbieberl@chaminade.edu
Office: Eiben 122
Office Hours: TTh 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. and by appointment
Class Meeting Location: Eiben Room 127 (the Comm Computer Lab)
Class Meeting Times:  Tuesday/Thursday.  4:00 p.m. to 5:20 p.m.
University Course Catalog Description: Lecture course addressing the use and misuse of data and statistics in media. Data inputs into, and impact upon, the journalistic and communications process will be addressed through case studies. Data distillation techniques and storyboarding will be covered, with practical examples. Prerequisites: CS 204L. CS 203L, CS 204L, MA 210, MA 331 are prerequisites for all courses from DS 303 and above. . Prerequisites: DS 200 and MA 331.
WASC Core Competencies
1. Written communication    2. Information literacy    3. Critical thinking
Gen Ed/Marianist Values Focus
Marianist Educational Characteristics
1. Educate for Formation in Faith. ...
2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education. ...
3. Educate in Family Spirit. ...
4. Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation. ...
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change. 
Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.
As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
Demonstrable Course Learning Outcomes
After the learning experience, through case studies, critical thinking opportunities, active learning activities, collaborative presentations, and project-based scenarios, students should be able to:
1. Write in Associated Press style.
2. Explain the concepts of communications media and information societies and its economic, political and social justice implications.
3. Illustrate the process and effects of media convergence, communications media on the individual, social institutions, and service to society.
4. Interpret mass media such as newspapers, magazines, books, radio and television. 
5. Examine various career areas in data journalism.
Syllabus may be subject to change based on current events and evolving emphases.
This class will be taught in a small group setting with a focus on hands-on instruction.
Note: We will begin with a very cursory examination of the kind of writing entailed in Journalism. We won’t be teaching any programming, but if you already how to code, you’ll learn how to apply it in data journalism. And if you can’t code yet, you’ll learn how it can be useful.
Course Description
 The vast amount of available information on the Internet has transformed journalism. So, called “Data Journalism” was, for years, a niche of the newsroom. It has now been transformed into one of the most visible fields in today’s media landscape.
This course aims to examine data journalism at its core, through case studies and hands-on practice of modern data skills.  This is a foundational course. Data journalism involves finding, collecting, analyzing and visualizing data for stories. We will focus on the practical concepts and tools needed to explore unfamiliar datasets to find worthwhile stories.
Learning Materials / Technology
· Gray, J., Boungru, L.,  & Chambers, L. (2012). The Data Journalism Handbook. 1st ed. O'Reilly Media, Inc. ISBN: 978-1-449-33006-4 (Note that this book is on Amazon for $16.)
· AP Stylebook, 56th Edition   (This book will be provided to you by your instructor)
· Other open resource readings and video links connecting mass communication will be provided.
Miscellaneous materials and articles provided by your instructor
Grading Criteria
It’s assumed that students will have a wide range of technical skills and this will greatly impact the scope of work produced for this class. For example, a student experienced in SQL will be able to analyze and chart a dataset involving millions of rows.
But this class will be graded less on technical expertise and more on critical thinking and deductive reasoning. If a you have trouble working with software but can explain in detail how to  inspect a real-world dataset, the process for joining other datasets to it, the expected insights from standard analytical methods, and the anticipated pitfalls and inherent limitations of the data, you can still meet this course’s standards.
Grading Components
· 25% – Class Participation/Attendance
· 25% – Quiz/Homework
· 25% – Project
· 25% – Final
Schedule (Rough)
Note: This is subject to change depending on class overall technical level and availability of classroom computer lab resources.
Week 1 - Introduction to Journalism
What is traditional journalism? How we write. Who makes decisions on what we write. Why it’s important.
Week 2 – More about Journalism and an Intro to Data Journalism
What makes data journalism different or not from traditional journalism? And as an introduction to how information is structured in our day to day lives, we learn how to use the Web.
Week 3 – Data Journalism in History
Data journalism has been around for a long time. We just called it something different. We’ll look at impactful uses of mediated data from the 16th century to today.
Week 4 – Consuming Data Journalism
We will explore everyday uses of data in journalism. Find applicable examples to analyze and share with the class.
Week 5 - Introduction to Structured Data
The joy of spreadsheets, including the concept of delimiters, pivot tables, and crowdsourcing data-gathering.
Week 6 – Finding Data
We will explore the many sources of date through secondary research.
Week 7 - Data Mashing
Single-source data is as unreliable as a news story with just one perspective. We’ll learn about the concepts of foreign keys and how to merge different data sets together to find interesting insights.
Week 8 - Visualization and Analysis
Part of good journalism is making it easily and quickly understandable. Charting and mapping via spreadsheets and info graphics is one of the easiest ways to build readable data-heavy visualizations. We will find examples and discuss their relative attributes.
Week 9 – More on Data Visualization  
We will try our hand at creating some good visualizations of data.
Week 10 – Writing the Data Centered Story
Yes, you’ll actually have to find a story and write it.
Week 11 – Fact Checking
Examining date for veracity. Looking at other stories as well as your own.
Week 12 – More Writing
At this point you should be able to research, analyze and draft a useful story.
Week 13 – More Writing
Week 14 – More Writing
Week 15 – More Writing
Course Summary: Some possible assignments.
	Date
	Details
	Due

	Thu Jan11, 2024
	Assignment #1 Your very First Assignment (easy)
	due by 11:59am

	Tue Jan 16, 2024
	Assignment #2 Examples of Data Journalism
	due by 11:59pm

	Thu Jan 18, 2024
	Assignment #3. Familiarize Yourself With AP Style
	due by 2:59pm

	Tue Jan 23, 2024
	Quiz AP Style Quiz #1
	due by 11:59pm

	Thu Jan 25, 2024
	Assignment #4 Write Some Ledes, then think of a story idea.
	due by 11:59pm

	Tue Jan 30, 2024
	Quiz AP Style Quiz #2
	due by 11:59pm

	Thu Feb 1,  2024
	Assignment #5 Write Some More Ledes
	due by 11:59am

	
	Quiz AP Style Quiz #3
	due by 11:59pm

	Tue Feb  6, 2024
	Assignment #6 What's Your Story
	due by 2pm

	
	Quiz AP Style Quiz #4
	due by 4:59pm

	Tue Feb 13, 2024
	Assignment #7 Get Started on Your Story
	due by 11:59am

	Tue Feb 20, 2024
	Quiz AP Style Quiz #5
	due by 11:59am

	Tue Feb 27, 2024
	Assignment #8. Turn in Your Story Draft.
	due by 11:59am

	
	Assignment #9. Pick a BIG Story to 'Write
	due by 11:59pm

	Thu Mar  5, 2024
	Assignment #10 Big Story Possible Source
	due by 11:59pm

	Tue Mar 26, 2024
	Assignment #12. Read an Article About Journalism and Objectivity
	due by 11:59pm

	Tue Apr  2,   2024
	Assignment #13. Find Examples of Data Journalism
	due by 11:59pm

	Tue Apr 23,  2024
	Calendar Event Student Course Evaluation
	12am

	Tue Apr 30, 2024
	Assignment #11 Big Story Draft (or part of a draft)
	due by 11:59pm

	Thud May 3, 2024
	Assignment #14. Final Big Story Submission
	due by 5:30pm

	
	Assignment TED Talk about data journalism and justice
	 


Course assignments are not weighted.
Cell phones, tablets, and laptops
Out of consideration for your classmates, please set your cell phone on silent mode during class and stow them in a backpack or in some way out of reach. We will be working in our computer lab so laptops and tablets will not be needed.  Do not spend time checking distracting websites. Use your best judgment and respect your classmates and instructor.

Disability Access

If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.

Attendance Policy

The following attendance policy is from the 2022-2023 Academic Catalog (p. 54-55). 

Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades.

Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu Tutor Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes.

Academic Conduct Policy

From the 2022-2023 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 39): 

Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.

Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.

For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook: https://chaminade.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/NEW-STUDENT-HANDBOOK-19-20-Final-8.20.19.pdfLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.

Credit Hour Policy

The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10 week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit.

The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.
1. In Class/Planning Time: 80 minutes two times a week, i.e., 160 minutes  weekly X 15   weeks =2,400 minutes  or 40  hours
2. Time Spent on Writing Assessments and Activities
· Meeting with the classmates should total at least 2 hours a week X 15 = 30
· Working data journalism stories = 30 hours.
· Exploring relevant data journalism resources for a total of 18 hours.
· Midterm and Final Story Projects=  8 hours studying and 2 hours during finals +  8 hours  researching = 18 hours
TOTAL: 136 hours

