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	Course Syllabus
Chaminade University Honolulu
3140 Waialae Avenue - Honolulu, HI 96816



Course Number: 300
Course Title: Environmental Policy and Law
Department Name: Natural Sciences and Mathematics
College/School/Division Name: Environmental Program
Term: Fall
Course Credits: 3
Class Meeting Days: Tues/Thur
Class Meeting Hours: 2:30 pm-3:50 pm
Class Location: Sullivan Library 102 

Instructor Name: Athline Clark
Email: athline.clark@chaminade.edu 
Phone: 808-351-8929 (text anytime)
Office Location: Henry 123C (Note: Prior scehduling is needed to find me here)
[bookmark: _kqtzqxzhho7o]Office Hours: By appointment only

University Course Catalog Description 
An introductory course to environmental policy and law – its nature, development, flexibility, and growth and to the ethical dimensions surrounding the creation of state, national and international environmental policy and law.  Environmental laws can be extremely complex.  No one person can master them all, nor can a single semester course possibly provide you detailed review of all (or even very many) of the federal environmental statutes (let alone state and local laws, or international laws).  The environmental law issues discussed in this course are often exciting, difficult, and controversial.  This course will help you develop your ability to listen to, understand, and respect a variety of views on these issues, making you a more effective advocate regardless of your perspective.  Environmental law involves a myriad of cultural, scientific, economic, philosophical, and political issues.  
[bookmark: _p6ygxyvhs4cq]Course Overview 
This course will introduce students to the fundamental policy issues in environmental law.  It will give you a broad understanding of several important federal and state environmental statutes, as well as prominent case law, regulations, and policies.  The course is designed to introduce you to the fascinating variety of environmental challenges addressed by environmental laws, the difficult policy issues surrounding environmental problems, and the legal complexities of environmental regulatory and administrative schemes.  The role that politics and civil society play in the creation and implementation of environmental law is also discussed.  Environmental laws can be extremely complex.  This course is not meant to provide you detailed review of all (or even very many) of the federal environmental statutes (let alone state and local laws, or international laws).  Instead the focus will be on key laws and principles as well as their application and an understanding of the basic principles of environmental law and how to apply these principles to problems that arise locallly, domestically and internationally.  The environmental law issues discussed in this course are often exciting, difficult, and controversial.  This course will help you develop your ability to listen to, understand, and respect a variety of views on these issues, making you a more effective advocate regardless of your perspective.  Environmental law involves a myriad of cultural, scientific, economic, philosophical, and political issues.  The goal is to recognize the broad principles of law relating to the environment and the impact of environmental policies and of government regulations in our daily lives.
[bookmark: _ei55tcz69eyo]Marianist Values
This class represents one component of your education at Chaminade University of Honolulu. An education in the Marianist Tradition is marked by five principles and you should take every opportunity possible to reflect upon the role of these characteristics in your education and development:
1. Education for formation in faith
2. Provide an integral, quality education
3. Educate in family spirit
4. Educate for service, justice and peace
5. Educate for adaptation and change
[bookmark: _o4c5gflkntpt]Native Hawaiian Values
Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:
1. Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) May I live by God
2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep
3. Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship
4. Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school
Course Learning Outcomes 
By the end of our course, students will be able to:
1. Clearly articulate how environmental laws and policies are created and what factors effect their implementation; the complex interactions between law and social, political, and economic forces in in the creation of environmental polcy.
2. Apply methods of statutory analysis and interpretation of environmental statutes to various environmental problems.
3. [bookmark: _ya8hoiwdsw79]Describe the basic principles of environmental law and learn how to apply these principles to problems that arise.








Alignment of Course Learning Outcomes
 
	 
	CLO 1
	CLO 2
	CLO 3

	Marianist Values
	
 2,3,4,5
	
2,4,5
	
2,4,5

	Program Learning
Outcomes
	
3,4,5
	
1,2,3
	
1,2,5


[bookmark: _3tx06nelqr7l]Course Prerequisites
Prerequisites: EN 102, COM 101
[bookmark: _z8rlxh31wh96]Required Textbooks:
Salzman, J. and Thompson B. H. Jr., 2019, Environmental Policy and Law, Fifth Edition, Concepts and Insights Series, Foundation Press, St Paul, MN.

Rowell A. and van Zeben J., 2021, A Guide to U.S. Environmental Law.  University of California Presss, Oakland CA.

Selected reading assignments from a variety of other sources will also be provided.
Course Website:

Syllabus is available here
Technical Assistance for Canvas Users:
· Search for help on specific topics or get tips in Canvas Students
·  Live chat with Canvas Support for students
· Canvas Support Hotline for students:  +1-833-209-6111
· Watch this video to get you started 
· Online tutorials:  click on “Students” role to access tutorials
· Contact the Chaminade IT Helpdesk for technical issues:  helpdesk@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735-4855
Tutoring and Writing Services 
Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to: biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s website for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click Account – Notifications – TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.


[bookmark: _2vpuyyb1rzpk]Grading Assessment:
Assessment of student academic performance will be based on:
(1) Court or Agency Hearing Essay: 3 pp (15%)
(2) ESA Assignment (25% total): 
Topic: (0%)
      Paper: 5-6 pp (15%) 
Presentation/Video: 5 or 10 min depending on individual or group project (10%) 
(3) Field Trip Video: 3 min (10%)
(4) Service Learning Project Participation and Essay: 4 pp (15%)
(5) Quiz 1 (10%)
(6) Final (15%)
(6) Class participation (10%) 

Class Participation (10%):	
Class participation is an important part of this course and includes:  1) demonstration in class through question and answer that the student has thoroughly read and studied the assigned materials; 2) active participation and contribution to class discussion using ideas from outside of the assigned materials; 3) critical listening and analysis of ideas presented in class by the materials, the professor, the other students, and guest lecturers; and 4) participation in the collaborative note-taking.  Professional, responsible, and engaged behavior on service/field trips and outside “events” will also be considered as part of class participation.  

Class participation is assessed: (1) high = actively engaged in each class, well-prepared when called on, volunteers when appropriate, helps other students learn, advances the critical analysis/discussion; (2) average = adequately prepared when called on, sometimes volunteers, cooperates with other students, analyzes basic issues well; (3) low = not well prepared for class, does not volunteer in class, not engaged with other students, recites but does not critically analyze material.
[bookmark: _7961evk6e563]Grading Scale
Letter grades are given in all courses except those conducted on a credit/no credit basis. Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work, class participation, quizzes, tests, presentations, reports and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows: 
A.  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (A = 90-100%)
B. Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (B = 80-89%)
C.  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter (C = 70-79%)
D.  Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work (D = 60-69%)
E.  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given (F = 59% and below)

Quiz and final will be graded on a bell curve based on the scores outlined above.  All grades for assignments are spelled out on the separate assignment information sheets and will be based on how well the information requested was addressed.  
[bookmark: _27in7lbdf8w7][bookmark: _n28fpzhjrej7][bookmark: _ssueod6e3xwc]
[bookmark: _kxcnphdmd0vo]Course Policies 
[bookmark: _1evkuikj1kzc]Late Work Policy 
Late work will be marked down 5 points for each day past the due date.
[bookmark: _jjxmwypv5g8j]Grades of "Incomplete"
 A significant number of incomplete or late assisgnements may result in a failing grade.  If circumstances are excusable, arrangements can be made to end the semester with an incomplete grade and make up the assignments within 30 days of the end of the semester.  However, this must be done with prior approval from the instructor.
[bookmark: _9n6t8ejicnxr]Writing Policy 
The course will use APA as the standard for wrting assignments.

Instructor and Student Communication 
Questions for this course can be emailed to the instructor at athline.clark@chamindae.edu. Online, in-person and phone conferences can be arranged. Response time will take place up to 24 hours after the request is made.

Cell phones, tablets, and laptops
Out of consideration for your classmates, please set your cell phone to silent mode during class. Students are encouraged to bring laptops or tablets to class as the instructor will assign online activities and readings that will require the use of a laptop or tablet. Laptops and tablets should not be misused, such as checking distracting websites. Use your best judgment and respect your classmates and instructor.
[bookmark: _m58nglkroe1n]Disability Access 
[bookmark: _l4p9bh6ymaps]If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.

Attendance Policy 
The following attendance policy is from the 2022-2023 Academic Catalog (p. 54-55). 

Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office. (Students can also text me at 808-351-8929). It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades.

Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu Tutor Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes. 

Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should communicate first with the instructor to review the options. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade or be withdrawn by the instructor at the instructor’s discretion.

Student Conduct Policy
Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual. For many, Chaminade is not only a school, but a home and a place of work as well. That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students. Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility. Any community must have standards of conduct and rules by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.

Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website under Student Life. 

For further information, please refer to the Chaminade Catalogue.
Schedule/Syllabus

	Day/Date
	Focus
	Assignments

	Day 1:
Tues – 08/22
	Introductions:
Syllabus/What is Environmental Law?
	Review Syllabus and Assisgnements
Rowell/vanZeben Preface, Chpt 1&2,  
Slazman & Thompson Preface, Chpts 1&2
Course Syllabus and Assignments
Day 1 folder 
Intro to Jamboard exercise
Videos:
Introduction to Environmental Law: 
Environmental Law through the Decades: 

	Day 2:
Thurs – 08/24
	Who Creates Policy and Law?
	Rowell/vanZeben Chpts 3-5
Slazman &Thompson Chpts 3-4
Day 2 folder
Video:
Understanding Environmental Law: 50th Anniversity of Env Law: 

	Day 3: Tues- 08/29/
	History and Principles of Env Law
	First Assignment due – who are you and why did you take this course?
Day 3 folder

	Day 4:
Thurs – 08/31
	Common and Customary Law
	Day 4 folder 

	Day 5:
Tues 
09/05
	Regulatry Toolkit and Enforcement
	Website references and review:
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/clean-water-act-cwa-and-federal-facilities
https://www.epa.gov/regulatory-information-topic

	Day 6:
Thurs – 09/07
	Enforcement Special Speaker – Donna ʻKahiʻ Kahakui, Former Federal Law Enforcement, EPA*
	Rowell/vanZeben: chpt 5&6
Slazman & Thompson: Chpt 5&6


	Day 7: Tues 09/12
	Special Panel Presentation*
	Day 8 folder


	Day 8:
Thurs – 09/14
	International Law
	Slazman & Thompson: chpt 8&9
Webite references and review:
https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview
https://www.epa.gov/p2/pollution-prevention-law-and-policies
Selection of Service Learning Project due (Send Prof Clark an email)

	Day 9:
Tues – 09/19
	Pollution and Waste Control
	Slazman & Thompson: chpt 7
Day 10 folder


	Day 10:
Thurs –
09/21
	Clean Air Act 
	Day 12 folder


	Day 11:
Tues – 09/26
	Clean Water Act - Part I
	Slazman & Thompson: chpt 10
Video: Roll back of the CWA for Wetlands: 

	Day 12:
Thurs – 09/28
	Cleam Water Act - Part II
	

	Day 13:
Tues – 
10/03
	Special Speaker – Dr. Randy Kosaki, Research Ecologist, PMNM*
	ESA Overview video: 
Day 14 folder

	Day 14:
Thurs -10/05
	Endangered Species Act
	ESA Website References:
NOAA
https://www.fws.gov/esa50
https://esa50.org/

	Day 14:
Tues –
10/11
	ESA Special Speaker – Dr. Lance Smith, NOAA PIFSC Protected Species*
	Slazman & Thompson: chpt 11
Rowell/vanZeben Chpts 8
Choices of flora, fauna or insect due for ESA paper
Day 15 folder

	Day 15:
Thurs – 10/12
	Engery and Climate Change – Part 1
	Quiz 1
Website reference
https://www.energy.gov/eere/renewable-energy

	Day 16:
Tues – 10/17
	Engergy and Climate Change – Part II
	Slazman & Thompson: chpt 12
Day 17 folder
Website reference and review:
https://www.epa.gov/nepa


	Day 17
Thurs – 10/19
	NEPA – Part I
	Website reference and review:
https://planning.hawaii.gov/erp/

	Day 18:
Tues -10/24
	NEPA/HEPA – Part II
	

	Day 19:
Thurs - 10/26
	Special Speaker – Cindy Barger, EPA, Director, NEPA Compliance Division*
	

	Day 20:
Tues - 10/31
	Permit Compliance Environmenatl Law -Phillip Howard, Permit Specialist, PMNM*
	Assignment 2: 3-minute video assignment due on Nov 1, 2023


	Day 21:
Thurs – 11/01
	No Class-Work on Assigned Projects
	Day 22 folder
Website reference review:
https://www.epa.gov/eco-research/ecosystem-based-management

	Day 22:
Tues – 11/07
	Ecosystem  Mngt - Part I
	Website references: 
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/about/legislation/
https://www.npca.org/resources/2658-monuments-protected-under-the-antiquities-act


	Day 23:
Thurs –
11/09
	Ecosystem Managemnet -Part II
	


	Day 24:
Tues –
11/14
	Luna Kekoa – Project Manager, Hawaii Division of Aquatic Resources*
	ESA Writing Assignment 3 Due Nov 15, 2023
Day 24 folder
Webiste reference review:
https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/act/
https://planning.hawaii.gov/czm/

	Day 25:
Thurs –
11/16
	CZMA - Part I
	

	Day 26:
Tues – 
11/21
	CZMA -Part II
	Assignment 4: Hearing Essay Due Nov 22, 2023


	Day 27:
Thurs – 
11/23
	HOLIDAY
	

	Day 28:
Tues – 11/28
	Student Presentations
	ESA Presentations 
(Presentations to be loaded into Assignment 3 folder upon completion of presentation)

	Day 29:
Thurs –
11/30
	Student Presentations
	ESA Presentations
Assignment 5: Service Learning Essay Due

	Day 30:
Tues – 
12/05
	Review
	ESA Presentations (as needed)


	Day 31:
Thurs -12/07
	FINAL EXAM
	


*Speakers to be re-confirmed.
 
A note on our schedule:  One of the most exciting aspects of studying and practicing Environmental Law is that we have incredible opportunities to enjoy and appreciate the real-world effect of the law – e.g., following live cases, visiting the sites of environmental policy controversies.  I will schedule group field studies trips, and we may have several guest speakers or events outside of class.  Unexpected and exciting opportunities will undoubtedly arise during the semester including key events (such as court hearings) that occur outside of class time and may affect assignments/deadlines.  Thank you in advance for allowing some flexibility in the course schedule as events unfold this semester.  We may also hold class by Zoom from time to time for speakers from out of State.

Credit Hour Policy
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in a minimum of 45 hours of engagement, regardless of varying credits, duration, modality, or degree level. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit. The number of engagement hours may be higher, as needed to meet specific learning outcomes.
How This Course Meets the Credit Hour Policy:
There are two components to the amount of time students will spend in a course:
1. Seat time (this is the amount of time students are physically in the classroom): 
· 90 minutes x 2mgts/wk x 15 weeks = 45 hours
2. Time spent on key assessments:
· Reading assignments (55 hours)
· Agency hearing (6 hours)
· Assessment paper (6 hours)
· Field Trip (8 hours) (Optional)
· Additional Field Trip Assignment (6 hours)
· Summary video (3 hours)
· ESA Assignment (paper 15 hours + presentation 5 hours) = (20 hours)
· Service learninng project
· In field participation (6 hours)
· Summary paper (5 hours)
· Quiz and final Study period (10 hours)
Total: 162 hours
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