CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY of HONOLULU
Term: Winter Evening 2004, starting January 12th and ending March 24th, 2004
Course: EN 201. TYPES of LITERATURE
Location: Tripler AMC.  Schedule: Tuesdays and Thursdays 19:50-21:55 
Instructor: John-Claude Cherica, Ph.D. E-mail: Jmalraux@yahoo.com
**For administrative matters contact: office of AUP Coordinator at 840-1025 TAMC Ed. Center M-Th 8:00am-Noon; 845-1588 Shafter Ed. Center M-Th Noon-4:00/Fr: 8:00-4:00
                                    Introduction to the Course & Syllabus
THE COURSE FEATURES THREE BASIC COMPONENTS: 

1. General introduction to the subject of literature (approaches to the subject)
2. Writing about Literature (critical reading and the writing process)

3. Division of literature into four genres: Prose Fiction, Poetry, Drama and Essay; and critical readings of a brief selection of works by representatives in the four genres aforementioned and based on a thematic anthology

RESOURCES FOR THE COURSE:
1. Required textbook: Thinking and Writing about Literature, A Text and Anthology, Michael Meyer. Second Edition  + occasional handouts (lecture notes)
2. Websites for the research paper (check inside the front cover of the textbook)

REQUIREMENTS TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE COURSE:
1. Three critical essays: one on prose fiction; one on poetry; one on drama. (30%)

2. A midterm exam ((20%)
3. A mini research project (50%)
N.B.                                                                                                                                          

Concerning the technique of critical reading leading to writing about literature, it will be twofold: one aspect whereby the critic lets the text speak for itself. What I mean is this. The task of critical reading consists of gathering literary elements in the text and using them as textual evidence to support an argument about what you read. Based upon information about the type of literature concerned and the elements that inform the piece, you offer, through critical analysis and clarification of what appears on the surface, a meaningful discussion (an essay argumentative in character) of the narrative--the story, that is, whether you are dealing with prose fiction, poetry or a stage play—focusing on a selected element (plot, characterization, theme, setting, tone and mood, structure etc…). The other aspect consists of writing about the literary work you read with the support of explanatory, contextual, or biographical data. These explanatory, contextual and biographical data are found in secondary and tertiary sources. Both types of sources have to be acknowledged in your critical essay to avoid plagiarism. The three critical essays will emphasize the former technique. The mini research project will display the features of the latter technique more extensively. 
The assigned research paper is meant to be but a mini research project, though, to underscore the principal objective of the course, namely: learning to write about literature (with its implication: reading critically). Research skills, though important too, are low-keyed. 
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Thus the writing process itself receives more emphasis. And insofar as the division of literature into types-- as the title of the course indicates—is concerned, this aspect of the course can be compared, by analogy, to the study of cellular life in which the relations between micro-organisms will give you the whole picture. Some elements of comparison contrast will, indeed, be part of our study of types of literature.
Nota Bene:  Assignments required for the course MUST be turned in on the day they fall due, regardless of your circumstance. Also, there will be no make up for the midterm. Penalty: an F for the assignment, but not necessarily for the course. 

Now, regarding class attendance: absences will be duly recorded. Any accumulation of 5 absences (25% of required class attendance, and that’s what I mean by percentage of class participation) will result in a reduction of your aggregate numerical grade for the session at the rate of one point knocked off for each absence. From 5 absences through 10, two points per absence will be deducted. The aggregate numerical grade for the session will be converted into a letter grade according to the following scheme.
On a raw score of 100:

100-90: A

89-80  : B

79-70  : C

69-60  : D

59 and below: F

N.B.’ Plus’ and ‘Minus’ designations will be used for all the written assignments; but not for the final grade for the term. Your overall performance for the term will be graded according to the grading scheme mentioned above: a well-rounded grade will be assigned
corresponding to the range within which the level of your performance falls.
BRIEF REMARK ABOUT THE COURSE ENGLISH 201, TYPES of LITERATURE:
This course should not be unduly difficult for you , but  you have to keep up with the assigned readings, do the  assignments with care and put into  practice what you learned in Introduction to Writing and other previous courses that you may have taken relative to the subject of rhetoric and composition.
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                                                              SYLLABUS
                                                                                                                                          Week One
Tu. 01/13:  Review of the writing process (TWL pp. 29-45) with application to ‘discussing literature’.  The concept of critical strategy: application to literature (TWL pp, 56-78).  Class activities:  lecture, commentaries and group discussion. As a non-graded home assignment you are required to review all those materials again in your textbook for Th 01/14. Also, for Th 01/14, read W. Faulkner’s essay ‘Barn Burning’ pp.84-96
Th. 01/15: Considerations for critical thinking and writing in reference to W. Faulkner’s essay. Class work will focus on the strategy for EXPLICATION (p.60) and for COMMENTARIES (pp.97-99) with supportive data from outside the text.  This is not an in-depth analysis; more a survey of the critical tools for writing about literature)
Week Two
Tu 01/20: Literature and its Elements (TWL pp. 137-171). TOPIC: Reading and writing about Fiction. We will read briefly W. Faulkner’s ‘A Rose for Emily’ (concerning plot). Short in-class written exercise: essay on ‘plot’. 
Th 01/22: Reading of excerpt from Charles Dickens’s Hard Times , TWL  p. 152. Focus on characterization.. Short in-class written exercise: essay on characterization.
Week Three
Tu 01/27: Lecture on Setting/Point of View and Symbolism. Class discussion on the ‘The Hand’ pp.163-64 by the French writer Colette
Th 01/29.  WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE (CRITICAL ESSAY# 1 on PROSE FICTION). Topic will be assigned in class (handouts) on Tuesday, January 20.  

Class activities: Lecture on style and Tone TWLpp. 165 -167, Reading of Raymond Carver’s ‘Popular Mechanics’ (focus on Irony)
Week Four and Week five (all class sessions will be devoted to poetry reading in TWL; no lecture/ Class discussion focusing essentially on critical reading and interpretation)
Reading assignment for Tu 02/03: Dog’s Death , John Updike (pp.215-16); Oh, Oh by William Hathaway (p.217); Western wind (p. 213);  l(a by E.E. Cummings
Reading assignment for Th 02/05: The Death of the Ball Turrret Gunner, Randall Jarrell (p.227); To His Coy Mistress, Andrew Marvell (pp.230-31); Dover Beach, Matthew Arnold (pp. 235-36). Short in-class written exercise on the poem London,William Blake (p.237)
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Week Five: Tu 02/10: The Hand That Signed the Paper, Dylan Thomas (pp. 241-42); Acquainted with the Night, Robert Frost (p.245); The Haunted Palace, E. Allan Poe (pp.247-48.  Th 02/12: A Bird came down the Walk, Emily Dickinson (p,252); My Heart Leaps Up,  W. Wordsworth (p.263). Short in-class written exercise on Edwin Arlington Robinson’s poem ‘Richard Cory’ (p. 249)
Week Six
Tu 02/17: WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE (CRITICAL ESSAY #2 on POETRY). Topic will be assigned in class (handouts) on Th 02/05.  The mini Research Paper TWL pp.118-34 (lecture and comments).  Review: Writing about Poetry: TWL pp. 272-81 (Explication)
Th 02/19: MIDTERM EXAM (Explication and questions on literary critical theory for writing about literature)
Week Seven
Tu 02/24: Reading and Writing about Drama in TWL pp. 282-92. Reading assignment: Sophocles’ Oedipus the king, TWL pp.293-334
Th 02/26: The glass Menagerie, Tennessee Williams, TWL pp. 449-93
Week Eight
Tu 03/02: Reading and Writing about the Essay. Reading in TWL ‘A Modest Proposal’, Jonathan Swift (pp. 516-21).  Focus on Voice and Tone/ Mini seminar on the research project (cont’d)
Th 03/04: Reading in TWL ‘Once More to the Lake’, E.B. White. Focus on structure.
Mini seminar on the research project
Week Nine
Tu 03/09: General Review on the subject of Literature and its Elements
Th 03/11:  WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT #3 DUE ( CRITICAL ESSAY on DRAMA). Topic will be assigned in class (handouts) on Th 02/29. 

Mini seminar on the research project

Week Ten
Tu 03/16: Literature and Life. Reading in TWL: ‘ The Night Nurse’, Joyce Carol Oates, pp. 969-80
Th 03/18: Literature and Life. Reading in TWL: ‘Pied Beauty’, Gerard Manley Hopkins, p. 1167. DEADLINE TO TURN IN THE RESEARCH PROJECT
FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY, MARCH 23rd.  Open Books.
Instructor: Dr. J.-C. Cherica
