Course Syllabus
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Course: HI/POL 341Vietnam War
Instructor: Dr. Michio “Mitch” Yamasaki

Course Description

Although the Vietnam War ended long ago, questions about it continue to haunt the
American people. What, for example, did the United States hope to accomplish in
Vietnam? Why did America commit so much of its resources to a region of the world
where it seemingly had so little interest? How did a poorly armed guerrilla army thwart the most powerful nation in the world? This course addresses these questions by examining (1) brief history of the Vietnamese people, (2) how the United States became involved in Vietnam, (3) historical interpretations of the involvement, (4) how America and Vietnam fought the war, (5) personal accounts by those involved with the war, (6) antiwar movement and (7) how the war ended.

Education for Service, Justice, and Peace

The course will also evaluate and articulate the social, environmental, and ethical
dimensions of service, justice, and peace in the history of the Vietnam War. In 1950, the highest form of service for Americans was to defend the country and its values by joining its armed forces. Service was synonymous with patriotism, as America fought against Communism in the Cold War. Congress created a Sub-Committee on Un-American Activities to expose the activities of communists and their fellow travelers in the United States. Totalitarian governments, headed by Joseph Stalin in the Soviet Union, Mao Zedong in the People’s Republic of China, and Kim Il Sung in the Democratic People’s Republic of (North) Korea, threatened freedoms throughout the world. Justice meant the containment of this threat. Peace would have to wait until the world was made safe for democracy.

In 1960, John F. Kennedy was elected President of the United States. He created the
Peace Corps, an agency that provided social and economic development assistance to
underdeveloped countries throughout the world. JFK, a cold warrior, saw the Peace
Corps as a weapon to combat the spread of international communism. However, the idea of spreading peace around the world caught on, especially among young people. In the Sixties, a counterculture developed America. It questioned the values of the Fifties, including its market economy, concepts of serving one’s country, and fighting just wars.  The counterculture joined with traditional peace movements to oppose America’s war in Vietnam. They questioned the justice of sending young men to die in a bloody war halfway around the world, when injustices continued to exist in at home in terms of race relations, gender equity, and the growing gap between rich and poor. The peace movement could not see justice arising without peace. They saw the highest service an American could provide as opposing an unjust war in Southeast Asia. Issues such as service, justice, and peace deeply divided America during the Vietnam War.

General Education Learning Outcome

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to evaluate and articulate the social, environmental, and ethical dimensions of service, justice, and peace in the history of the Vietnam War

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will demonstrate...

· a working knowledge of the key people, events, and developments in the history of the Vietnam War

· an understanding of change, continuity, and causality (this is also a program
learning outcome)

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course within the Historical and Political Studies
Program, students will...

· examine the workings of politics and governance through different regions,
cultures, and civilizations of the past

· recognize the impact of change, continuity, and causality through chronological
examinations of the past and the cause and effect that takes place in history

Characteristics of Marianist Education

This course embodies the “Characteristics of the Marianist Education,” central to the
mission of Chaminade University of Honolulu, in the following ways...

1. Provide an Integral, Quality Education

In this course, the instructor and the students “collaborate together in attaining knowledge of the human condition within the larger community of all creation, applying both faith and reason in their quest of meaning.” They seek to “uncover and probe the deep questions of human meaning. It places this search for truth within a value-centered worldview that begins with the dignity of each person, living their life within an interconnected whole that we call creation.”

2. Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

Marianist higher education is “deeply committed to the common good.” This course is
undertaken as “a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university
curriculum is designed to engage the classroom with the wider world.” It is part of our
responsibilities as an institution built on the teachings of Christ “to promote the dignity of all human persons. To do so authentically, we must acknowledge, analyze, and deeply comprehend global disparities.”

3. Educate for Adaptation and Change

After the French Revolution, Father Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary, stated, “new times call for new methods.” Adaptation and change, however, must begin with a firm understanding of the past. This course understands that “students need a substantive knowledge of the past, analytical tools for understanding the world around them and critical thinking skills to mindfully respond and shape the unknowable future.” It tries “to shape students’ understanding of the inter-connectedness of human knowledge as a foundation for effective action in an increasingly interdependent world.”

School Policies

1.Academic Honesty

Violations of the Honor Code are serious. They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University. This includes signing in for someone else on attendance sheets. It also includes persons taking online examinations for someone else.

Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

2. Disability Access

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons
with disabilities. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student
Disabilities Services. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADS) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly. You may contact the staff in the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

3. Title IX Compliances

Chaminade University of Honolulu (CUH) recognizes the inherent dignity of all
individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or
psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of
sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report the matter promptly. As a faculty
member, I am very concerned about creating a safe and healthy learning environment for you. Should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator at CUH. Should you want to speak to a confidential source, you may contact the Chaminade Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

Course Requirements

Take five (5) examinations

Grades

Five examinations (100 points each)                                                       500 points

Grading: 450-500 points=A; 400-449=B; 350-399=C; 300-349=D; Below 300=F.

Course Outline

Week 1
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Ancient and Medieval Vietnam (8:00)
Week 2
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
French Conquest of Indochina (8:00)
Week 3
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
French Rule of Vietnam (6:00)
Examination 1 (1:00) 
Week 4
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Vietnamese Nationalism (4:00)
Odyssey of Ho Chi Minh (4:00) 
Week 5
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Effects of World War II on Vietnam (4:00) 
America after World War II (4:00)
Week 6
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
The Cold War (4:00)
Cold War at Home in America (4:00)
Examination 2 (1:00)
Week 7
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
French-Vietminh War (3:00)
The Quiet American (3:00)
 The Ugly American (3:00)
Week 8
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Battle of Dien Bien Ph and the Geneva Conference (4:00)
America’s Mandarin (4:00)
Mid-Term Consultation
Week 9
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
JFK & Vietnam (4:00)
Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem (4:00)
Examination 3 (1:00)
Week 10 
Overview & to Do List (0:30)
North Vietnam (6:00)
Week 11
	Overview & To Do List (0:30)
LBJ & Escalation (6:00)
Week 12
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
America’s use of Air War in Vietnam (4:00)
Ground War in Vietnam (4:00)
 My Lai Massacre (4:00)
 Examination 4 (1:00)
Week 13
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Those Who Fought (3:00)
Was Vietnam a Working-Class War? (3:00)
 Racial Minorities in the U.S. Military (3:00) 
 John Wayne’s America (3:00)
Week 14
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Women in Vietnam War (5:00)
Tet Offensive (5:00)
Week 15
Overview & To Do List (0:30)
Antiwar Movement (5:00)
End of the War (5:00)
Examination 5 (1:00)

Course Text

Mark Atwood Lawrence, Vietnam War: A Concise International History, Oxford
          University Press, 2008, ISBN 978-0199753932 (Optional)

Office Hours

You can email me at myamasak@chaminade.edu any time you have a question or problem. However, if you would like a synchronous meeting during office hours, I am happy to give you a call if you provide me with a phone number that I can reach you at and your desired meeting day/time. I will be available for synchronous office hours on the days and times are listed below:

Monday 	10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon
Wednesday 	02:00 PM - 04:00 PM
Friday 		04:00 PM – 06:00 PM
