	Chaminade University of Honolulu       
EDUC 726 Children’s Literature
 
Semester/Year: Winter, 2024 (10 weeks, January 8-March 18)
Instructor: Dr. Margaret Mize (email: mmize@chaminade.edu)
Course #: EDUC 726, 3 Credits.    Location: Canvas@chaminade.instructure.com
Required textbook: Kiefer, B., Tyson, Barger, Patrick, Reilly-Sanders,  Charlotte Huck’s children’s literature: a brief guide, edition 4 (2023) Boston: McGraw Hill. 
Also required: access to public library (online and physical)
Catalog Description:   The goal of this course is to create an enthusiastic appreciation of Children’s Literature and to develop competence in selecting, evaluating and using literature to support the linguistic, cognitive and emotional growth of children from various cultural backgrounds.
Conceptual Framework: The Education Division’s Conceptual Framework is based upon a set of beliefs that flow from the University’s vision and mission statements, the Division’s vision and mission statements, and the core academic beliefs of Chaminade University. These values and beliefs are based on the Catholic Marianist principles; a commitment to mentor teacher and educational leader candidates to their fullest potential; a commitment to teaching, scholarship and research; and a commitment to serve the university and the larger community.  This alignment is designed to prepare education professionals who meet the standards for effective teaching by demonstrating professional dispositions and empathy, content knowledge, and the pedagogical/leadership skills to work effectively work with a diverse community of learners.
Chaminade University Mission Statement: Chaminade University offers its student an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.        
Marianist Values
Education for Formation in Faith: Within the community of learners, reason and personal faith are seen as mutually complementary roads to truth. All Education Division members join the larger community of faith, hope, love and ethical practice.
Integral, Quality Education: The community is committed to an integral, quality education that begins with respect for the complexity and diversity of each person. All Education Division members attempt to engage the whole person with quality courses and activities that challenge the intellectual, emotional, aesthetic, physical, and ethical dimensions that make up each student's life experience.
Education and the Family Spirit: The community of learners is a second family which encourages the personal development of each of its members. Mutual respect for all members of the Education Division family allows the community to share responsibility for decision making at all levels.
Education for Service, Peace and Justice: All members of the community strive to serve the university community and the larger community. Education Division community members are committed to scholarly service and to dispense and receive justice to and from each other and to the larger community.
Education for Adaptation and Change: True to the tradition of faith, a Marianist-founded education prepares students for tomorrow and adapts to its time. The Education Division scholarly community of learners regards technology as a critical aid in the quest for understanding in a changing world.
(from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton)
Program Learning Outcomes
Upon completion successful graduates of this program will:
1. demonstrate and analyze his/her own professional and intellectual development and its relationship to best practices in education - REFLECTIVE PRACTICE;
1. differentiate between and critique major learning theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical and conceptual studies - THEORY;
1. apply research-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect for diverse populations - DIVERSITY;
1. design and assess learning activities that allow for the construction of meaning, and promotion of self-responsibility for learning - DESIGN;
1. critique and analyze academic literature and research methodologies - SCHOLARSHIP ;
1. demonstrate the ability to compose academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community - COMMUNICATION ; and
1. demonstrate ability to engage in and facilitate academic and professional dialogue within a community of learners - LEADERSHIP.
Course Learning Outcomes
At the end of this course the candidate will be able to:
1. Apply appropriate criteria to evaluate books from a multicultural perspective (PLO 3)
1. Develop competence in guiding children’s experience with literature to promote optimal growth (PLO 2, 4)
1. Express appreciation for a wide range of quality literature for children (PLO 3, 1)
1. Document exemplary books as a foundation for an on-going personal collection of titles and authors (PLO 1,7)
 
Big Ideas:    Relevant theoretical background, history and current trends in children’s literature. Eight major genres. Integrating literature with all areas of the curriculum. Multicultural approach. Appropriate use of technology.
Essential Question:  How can we develop children’s perception of literature as both a window on the world and a mirror for self-understanding?
Key Teaching-Learning Strategies:   Graduate level writing expected always. Wide reading of quality children’s literature; thoughtful discussions with classmates and instructor; exploration and sharing of resources to support the study and use of literature for children (and adolescents for secondary education majors).
Course Requirements:  Weekly discussion of textbook chapters throughout the ten week course; library use; reading autobiography; journals; project; book file
Weekly Schedule:
Weekly Schedule
	Wk
	Chapters (20 points each)
	Other 
	Points

	1
	1 & 2  “big picture”
	Reading autobiography
	100

	2
	3 & 4   Picturebooks, Graphica
	Journal 1
	10

	3
	5    Traditional
	Library assignment *
	150

	4
	6    Speculative fiction
	Journal 2
	10

	5
	7    Realistic fiction
	Journal 3
	10

	6
	8    Historical fiction
	Project *
	200

	7
	9    Nonfiction
	Journal 4
	50

	8
	10  Biography
	
	

	9
	11  Poetry
	Bookfile *
	200

	10
	12   Planning
	Journal 5
	10


*3 assignments, Library, Project, Bookfile explained below


Grading Scale: 
Grades (points) are based on quality of work. Percentage can be viewed by students in Canvas Gradebook’s last column and can be viewed throughout the course, with final letter grade as follows:
100-90%: A;  89-80% - B; 79% and below - C                    
Participation and Punctuality:  Submit assignments on time, according to the weekly schedule. Log on at least twice each week (with posts due by midnight each Saturday and Tuesday). Participate by reading and responding at levels expected of graduate students. Thoughtful, on-time participation from each of us is key to the success of the course.
Education Division Attendance Policy: As stated in the Chaminade University Catalog, students are expected to attend all classes for courses in which they are registered.  Here, this means regular participation from week one through week ten.
Unexcused Absences: Chaminade University policy states that in cases where unexcused absences are equivalent to more than a week of classes the instructor has the option of lowering the grade. In the Education Division we have added detailed guidelines to cover different types of courses and class schedules: On-ground courses. Unexcused absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more should withdraw or be administratively withdrawn. For this class, you are required to log on and post twice each week throughout the semester.
Plagiarism: “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following: Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement, submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual is plagiarism. Book summaries for file must be written in your own words.
Please refer to your on-line Student Handbook for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Grading, Plagiarism, Classroom Deportment, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.
Diversity/Full Inclusion:  Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to a policy of non-discrimination and recognizes the obligation to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities to students with disabilities.  If a student is in need of accommodation due to a documented disability, he/she should contact the Director of Personal Counseling (below).  A determination will be made if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
Beyond the legal requirements Chaminade’s Education Division is committed to an integral, quality education that begins with respect for the complexity and diversity of each person. Subsequently, faculty members attempt to engage the whole person with quality courses and activities that challenge the intellectual, emotional, aesthetic, physical, and ethical dimensions that make up each student's life experience. 
Links:   Library - Chaminade University Sullivan Family Library www.chaminade.edu/library   See special resources there for children’s literature provided by librarian Valerie Coleman.   Also,  www.librarieshawaii.org  for public library needed for assignment due early in the course.
Students with Disabilities:   It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 Technical Support:  For technical questions contact the Chaminade    helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free for Canvas support (see Canvas for link)

Three Assignments: Library, Project and Bookfile

Library – Wk 3 and 8   The objective is to discover useful resources provided by the public library for this course, as well as for teaching and living. You will compose a special reflection on how you met this objective in your Week 8 journal.  Visits to physical library required.
Learn about (a) NoveList K-8, (b) Libby, and (c) other resources provided by the public library.  A physical visit to the main branch of the Hawaii State Public Library is encouraged but branch library also acceptable. 
You will need a Hawaii State Library Card and your pin number (often last 4 digits of phone number). If you live in another state, use your card from one of their public libraries.  
A good place to start is to download the library app. With this on your device, books that interest you from textbook reading can be found and even requested to be available at your chosen branch.  
NoveList K-8  Log on to http://ipac.librarieshawaii.org , then Novelist K-8 from the list of databases.  Enter the title of any book you like for k-8 children and you will find reviews, genre, read-alikes, Lexile and grade level. 
Use the app called Libby. This is a great source for free books, including audiobooks, for readers of all ages. Again, library card information is needed here. To read children’s picture books on Libby, a screen larger than your phone is recommended. 
Note at least one specific way you use could use online library resources in teaching or other aspects of your life. 


Directions: Go to the Hawaii State Library on the corner of Punchbowl and King (or a branch library).  Tour the entire children’s section—from books for teens in the first room on the right as you enter, all the way down to the books for the youngest children at the opposite end.  You might look especially at the sections for Nene, Hawaiian, Newbery and Caldecott Awards. Become familiar with where various genres are shelved, especially Poetry and Biography.  Do the same if you visit a branch library instead.
Two-part Week 3 assignment: Briefly describe your experience with any of the above (30 points). Participate in the class discussion (20 points) about using these resources.  

Project   Due Week 6.  Select a topic related to an aspect of the course that you find particularly interesting. Use the list below for ideas. Post the finished project in Week 6 module.
Also post a brief reflection on your project telling why you chose this and what you learned beyond the actual content. (For example, “I selected James Rumford because he is a local author/illustrator who has earned national recognition. In doing this project one thing I learned is……See my entire project, attached.”)  This part is posted as a threaded discussion for classmates’ responses.
Possible projects:
1. Author/illustrator presentation – Select someone who interests you and who has made a significant contribution to children’s literature. Prepare a PowerPoint presentation for the class sharing what you have learned about his/her life and work. Stretch yourself. If you already know Eric Carle or Dr. Seuss, try someone else. 


1. Annotated Bibliography – Select a theme (for example,  multicultural books for Hawaii, the Holocaust, dealing with bullies, children living with particular challenges), read and briefly summarize 6 or more books.  

1. Understanding changes and challenges of recent years through age appropriate books. 

1. Develop your own action plan for dealing with parents’ questions and concerns about children’s literature.

1. Teachers in Literature – Similar to #2 but with focus on how the teachers you meet in children’s books can help you develop as an educator. For example, the ESL teacher in Applegate’s Home of the Brave shows us much about working with new immigrant children.

1. GLO’s in Literature – Find books that could be used to support the development of any of the DOE’s General Learning Outcomes. For example, Charlotte is certainly an “effective user of technology” in E.B. White’s classic. Give specific examples of why and how each book supports GLOs. 


1. Write a book – Create an original book for children, using criteria from our textbook as a guide. Comment on this in your reflection. Your book can be done electronically or on paper but find a way to share with the class. Be aware of technical challenges here if you are creating a hard copy. Note: students often tell me this was much more time-consuming than expected, and that they learned a lot about what goes into making a children’s book.

1.  Write a brief research paper (6 page minimum, at least 3 scholarly sources such as journals like The Reading Teacher or Hornbook, in APA style) on any aspect of the course that especially interests you and has instructor approval.  

1. Project of your choice, with prior approval of instructor. You might find ideas in our textbook.  This is a good place to make connections to your own interests and professional growth.

Criteria for grading projects:
· Posted on time along with message to classmates
· Shows thought and effort
· Adds to our goal of increasing understanding and appreciation of literature for children


Bookfile/ “Top 20”  –  due week 9
This assignment has changed over the years from a much larger number of books to only 20. Please choose carefully and make sure these are high quality books. Our textbook is a great place for ideas.   
Create a record of at least 20 books.  Include only books you really like and want to remember for future use.  Format of book file: This can be done as a PowerPoint, an Excel file, a website or in some other electronic format. See samples and begin collecting your book ideas now. By starting early, this can be an enjoyable experience that contributes to your work throughout the course. Obtaining a copy of each book will take extra time but it can be done. 
 Do not include every book you read since the purpose is to read widely and develop your ability to select excellent books for children. Record ones you like the most. Look especially for books that are new to you.  Below is the checklist used to assess the book file at the end of the course. Read it carefully.
 Take time now to carefully read the criteria for each book, and for the overall file:
 Required information included (brief summary, genre, author/ illustrator, title, year published, target age/grade—this can be a wide range, Primary, Preschool, Middle School or you can be specific with a reading level.)
 At least two books from each of the 8 genres: (1) Realistic Fiction, (2) Historical Fiction, (3) Speculative fiction/Fantasy and Science Fiction, (4) Biography and Autobiography  (5) Nonfiction/informational, (6) Picture Story Books and Graphica, (7) Poetry, (8) Traditional (same categories used in our textbook and in weekly discussions)
 Two or more books should be especially relevant to children in Hawaii.
 One or more curriculum applications (How will you use the book in teaching?)
 Overall appearance of your collection (Be careful with file size if you use pictures of book covers. This can be a problem. Don’t get bogged down in using pictures.) 
 Organized in a way that will be useful to you.
 Number of books read  (at least 20) 
 Quality of books selected. Use any listed in the index of our textbook. If it isn’t mentioned in the textbook, is the author’s name listed for other books? Is there some other evidence that this is a known, respected book?  For example, was it selected by the Hawaii State Library? Or for any major award? (See Appendix A for lists of awards).







