CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
EDUC 780:  Special Topics (1 credit)
Fall Term (October 2 - December 11, 2023)
Instructor: Dale R. Fryxell, Ph.D.
Office: Brogan 110 or BS115
Office Hours: by appointment
Telephone: 342-8549 (c)
Email: dfryxell@chaminade.edu
Text
There is not a textbook for this course.  We will be using articles and videos which will be posted or linked to on this site.

Course Description
This course will provide students with information on special interest areas related to education.  Students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of topics and discuss them via the Canvas discussion feature.   
Course Learning Objectives
 Upon completion of this course students will:
1. discuss a variety of topics related to education.
2. evaluate current educational research.
3. integrate new education related information into their current practices.
Course Requirements
Grades for the course will be assigned based on the quality of student work as demonstrated by successful completion of the following requirements:
TOTAL = 200 points
1. Discussion Questions (10 @ 20 = 200 points)
Weekly Discussions (10 @ 20 points) Ten weekly class discussion question will be posted.  Sometime between Monday and Thursday each week, you should respond to the question.  Then, sometime between Friday and Sunday, you should go back and read all of the submissions and respond to at least three of your classmate’s posts.  It is expected that each student’s posts for each week will be approximately one page in length.  The following guidelines should be used to actively and intelligently participate in the class discussions (adopted from http://www.rasmussen.edu/student-life/blogs/college-life/tips-for-writing-thoughtful-discussion-responses// (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.).    
· Ask open-ended questions to promote discussion. Open-ended questions require individuals to write more than a simple one- or two-word answer. Open-ended questions require the use of critical thinking skills and allow individuals to reflect on their thoughts and feelings about a particular topic.
· Don’t be afraid to disagree. It is okay to disagree with what someone has to say or play the "devil’s advocate." However, when you choose to disagree, remember to do so respectfully. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion and it is okay for you to offer your own interpretation.
· Give reasons for your opinion. It is important to provide reasons for your thoughts and feelings about the topic. You may even choose to make a personal connection or share a personal experience with your classmates. Applying class information to real-world situations is a great way to demonstrate that you truly understand what you are learning.
· Think outside the box. Online discussions can get boring when everyone’s posts begin to sound the same. Don’t be afraid to propose a new idea or ask a probing question to generate conversation.
· Include outside resources. It is often helpful to include outside resources in your responses. Share an article or a website that is relevant to the topic of discussion. Introducing new, relevant ideas from resources, other than the provided class materials, can help take learning to the next level.
Grading:
Grades will be assigned according to the quality of the work produced using a straight
percentage format (total possible points = 200).
90% - 100% = A
80% - 89% = B
Below 80% = C
Marianist Educational Values
Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University. The five characteristics of a Marianist education are:
1. Educate for Formation in Faith
Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith. As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned. Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life. Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned. Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.
2. Provide an Excellent Education
In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician. Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities. Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives. The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education. Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology. Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach. At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously: an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers. As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.
3. Educate in Family Spirit
Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.” Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building. Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.
4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace
The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good. The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world. In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.
5. Educate for Adaptation to Change
In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully. “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated. The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.
Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton
Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.
Technical Assistance for Canvas Users:
· Search for help on specific topics or get tips in Canvas StudentsLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.
· Live chat with Canvas Support for studentsLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.
· Canvas Support Hotline for students: +1-833-209-6111
· Watch this video to get you startedLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.
· Online tutorialsLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.: click on “Students” role to access tutorials
· Contact the Chaminade IT Helpdesk for technical issues: helpdesk@chaminade.eduor call (808) 735-4855
Tutoring and Writing Services:
Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to: biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s websiteLinks to an external site.Links to an external site. for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click Account – Notifications – TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.
Disability Access:
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
Title IX Compliance:
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
 
Attendance Policy:
The following attendance policy is from the 2019-2020 Academic Catalog (p. 54-55). Faculty members should also check with their divisions for division-specific guidelines.
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.
Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades.
Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu Tutor Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes.
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should communicate first with the instructor to review the options. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade or be withdrawn by the instructor at the instructor’s discretion.
 
Student Conduct Policy:
Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual. For many, Chaminade is not only a school, but a home and a place of work as well. That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one students may directly affect other students. Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility. Any community must have standards of conduct and rules by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website under Student Life.
For further information, please refer to the Chaminade CatalogueLinks to an external site.Links to an external site..
Credit Hour Policy:
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10 week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit.
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.
This is a one-credit hour course requiring a minimum of 45 clock hours of student engagement, per the official CUH Credit Hour Policy.  Students enrolled in this course are anticipated to spend about 20 hours completing course discussions. There will be an additional 25 hours of work required beyond what is described here including the reading course materials and conducting research, averaging 2.5 hours each week.
 
Model Code of Ethics for Educators
The Model Code of Educator Ethics is intertwined throughout the various activities within this course, as well as the other courses you will take within this program. The responsibility to profession, of professional competence, to our students, to the school, and with the use of technology are integral to all aspects of this course. To review the Model Code of Ethics for Educators go to - https://hawaiiteacherstandardsboard.org/content/code-of-ethics/
Writing Standards:
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:
1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.
2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.
3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.
4. Be clear, complete, and effective.
5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism (see Plagiarism).
 
PSY 780 Course Schedule
 
Week 1 – Oct 2
Review week 1 materials
Complete Discussion 1
 
Week 2 - Oct 9
Review week 2 materials
Complete Discussion 2
 
Week 3 – Oct 16
Review week 3 materials
Complete Discussion 3
 
Week 4 –Oct 23
Review week 4 materials
Complete Discussion 4
 
Week 5 – Oct 30
Review week 5 materials
Complete Discussion 5
 
Week 6 – Nov 6
Review week 6 materials
Complete Discussion 6
 
Week 7 – Nov 13
Review week 7 materials
Complete Discussion 7
 
Week 8 – Nov 20
Review week 8 materials
Complete Discussion 8
 
Week 9 – Nov 27
Review week 9 materials
Complete Discussion 9
 
Week 10 – Dec 4
Review week 10 materials
Complete Discussion 10
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