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Caroline College and Pastoral Institute
Fall 2023
Syllabus (subject to revision)
TIME:


Online and on campus
INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.

PHONE:

808 739-8536 (office)



808 256-8859 (mobile)

E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
HST T/TH 8:30-11:30 am
OFFICE:

Henry Hall 208E
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – Handouts as posted online

Your textbook is mostly the Bible. Additional readings and handouts will be online on the reading assignments per module. You will be expected to know the information in these handouts.
Course Description

This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with their God over a two-thousand-year journey of faith. The sacred writings of the Pentateuch and both the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel will be examined in detail. An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself, and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity. The significance of these texts for both contemporary Judaism and Christianity will be explored. Offered annually. Prerequisites: RE

103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.
General Education Learning Outcome applied to this course is 

Formation in Faith
The student will integrate faith and reason as complementary methods to explore questions of ultimate reality, leading to enhanced social awareness and service for peace and justice.

This learning outcome will be assessed by using both exegesis and eisegesis methodology in studying the Hebrew Scriptures and its application to faith as relational, rather than as an adherence to a set of beliefs.

Religious Studies Program Student Learning Outcomes linked to this course are: 
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience.

2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society.

3. Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values.
4. Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism.

The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education and Hawaiian values as applied to this course.

1. Formation in Faith; Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit) – This course addresses the faith text of both the Judaic and Christian community, inviting students to reflect on its meaning for them in today’s world.

2. Provide a quality, integral education; Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge) – This course offers students the opportunity to evaluate critically the formation of the Hebrew Scriptures and utilize exegesis and eisegesis in Scripture studies. This methodology allows us to weave the knowledge of the past with the application of the present.
3. Educate in the Family Spirit; ‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values – This course will engage students in the process of sharing information and working together in studying the Scriptures. Plus, it will examine the importance of community and its values expressed within the Hebrew Scriptures.

4. Educate for service, justice and peace; Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty) – In the study of Hebrew Scriptures, students will identify the key themes that often relate to the concept of covenant as expressive of justice and service.

5. Educate for adaptation and change; ‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching) – Students will engage in the process of learning differing views regarding scriptural interpretation that may challenge their former understanding of Scripture.

Course Learning Outcomes: At the end of the course, students will be able to
1. explain the major themes of the Hebrew Scriptures and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths, and to contemporary society by applying appropriate hermeneutics using exegesis and eisegesis methodology; (GE, PLO 1, M/H 1, 2, 5)
2. discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes, such as God’s relationship with humanity, covenant, salvation; (GE, PLO 2.3, M/H 1, 3) 
3. analyze the importance of service, justice and peace as expressed throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, particularly as emphasized within the Prophets; (GE, PLO 2, 3, M/H 4)
4. identify key events and persons within the Hebrew Scriptures; (GE, PLO 1, 2, M/H, 2)
5. describe various genres within the Old Testament and their function. (GE, PLO 1, 2, M/H, 2)
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;

· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:

Students are required to:

· Attend class sessions at CCPI as required and participate regularly in discussions and other learning activities

· Read any and all assigned materials (Bible, texts, and other reading assignments given);

· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;

Student Engagement Credit Hour Policy

This is a three-credit hour course requiring 135 hours of student engagement per the official CUH Credit hour policy of 45 hours per credit. Students in this course are expected on average to spend about 40 hours in class, 20 hours preparation before class, 50 hours (average of five per week) for reading, researching materials, and 25 hours studying for and taking quizzes and exam.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The number of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible, but will be lowered based on two factors. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following with points provided online for each activity:
· Participation in online discussions


· Quizzes 





· Final Exam 





· Assignments





Instructor reserves the right to modify the grading assessment. Grade scale is based on percentage of total points as completed in the term. 
Grade scale

A = 90-100 percent of total amount of points as assigned throughout 
B = 80-89 percent
C = 70-79 percent
D = 63-69 percent
F < 63 percent
Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion boards. The purpose of the discussion board is to help each other learn. Understanding and knowledge grows as we read one another’s ideas.

Each unit will have several discussion boards.  

Reading Reflection Discussion Boards: 

Some discussion boards are for you to post your responses and questions in regards to the readings. You will do the reading first then post a response to the reading. Certain classes will be for assigned readings with responses on these discussion boards. 

Engaged Discussion Boards

Some assignments can be done as a group or individually depending if you are in class or off island. These boards will be for the groups to post their answer to the assignment so that each group can complete the handout.
Quizzes and Final exam 
These exams will be to test your knowledge and understanding of the material, particularly terms and other key concepts. The format of the Final exam is an essay assignment.
Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


Old Testament passages as required

Postings on contents and discussion pages

 

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings,

 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

 

*******************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

 

COURSE SCHEDULE: (subject to revision)

Instead of dividing the course content by weeks, we will study according to modules. The Modules will vary in length of study since the main themes of the Hebrew Scriptures are introduced in the Torah and expressed further in the Nevi’im and Ketuvim sections.
	Module one: Introduction and the Biblical World
	Read pages 1-11 from Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures by L. Bernard LaMontagne 

Posted on document sharing

	Module two: Torah
	This module will be the one we will study the most. Most of the reading assignments are based on themes in thee first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures.

	Module three: Nevi’im – the Prophets

	There are two sections of the Prophets, the early and latter prophets. We will study both in this module.

	Module four: Ketuvim
	Psalms, proverbs, wisdom writings, and novellas, the stories of specific people are in this section.


