	RE 411/621 History of the Early Church
Diaconate Formation Program and RE 411
Chaminade University of Honolulu – Fall 2023

INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		256-8859 (mobile) preferred
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E

COURSE TEXTBOOKS:
Cooper, Kate. Band of Angels: The Forgotten Worlds of Early Christian Women. ©2014
Edwards, Perry. Introduction to Early Church History: The First 500 Years. ©2023 (cautionary note: His epilogue does reveal his stance regarding Orthodox and Catholic teachings not accepted by Protestant Churches).

Graduate students: 
D’Ambrosio, Marcellino. When the Church was Young: Voices of the Early Fathers. ©2014

Recommended text:
MacColluch, Diarmaid. Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years. ©2011

Additional readings for those taking for graduate or undergraduate credit will be available on CANVAS.

Course Description
This course surveys in depth the history of the Church: from its historical, and theological beginnings through the Middle Ages, Renaissance, and Reformation. Specific consideration will be given to: apologetic and patristic literature, theological and conciliar tracts, struggles between orthodoxy and heresy, schools and monasteries, the politics and polities of the institutional church.

Expanded course description
Since the middle of the 20th Century and leading up to Vatican II, special emphasis on the studies of Church history has been on “ressourcement,” a return to the sources. For this particular articulation of this topic and course, students will focus on the early Church history in their reading assignments and CANVAS materials. The weekend sessions will introduce the periods of Church history: Apostolic, Patristic, Middle Ages, Renaissance, Reformation, Counter Reformation, Enlightenment, and Missionary Evangelization.

Program Learning Outcomes:
The student will demonstrate advanced understanding of PLOs, 1, 2, 3 and 4 as they apply to the study of sacraments. 
1. an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression with a Vatican II framework, its historical development, and its context within the broader Christian tradition. 
2. an ability to apply theological reflection to issues, needs and concerns of various pastoral contexts within and for communities of Hawai'i, Asia and the Pacific. 
3. an ability to compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community. 
4. an understanding of the western philosophical themes and movements and how they impacted theological thinking in the Christian community. 
Course Outcomes
In this course, students will 
A. study the first centuries of Christianity as it developed into a major religious influence worldwide.
B. survey the major eras, developments & transitions that constitute the life story of the Church throughout its various historical periods.
C. identify the development of Church teaching & practice, reflecting diverse spiritual & pastoral realities throughout the centuries.
D. explore the historical narrative & theological legacy of The Church, through the lives of individuals & groups, saints & heretics, preservers and reformers and missionary evangelization.
E. study and reflect upon the sometimes mutually beneficial, sometimes mutually destructive intertwining of Church and State down through the ages.  
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The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education (MC) and Native Hawaiian Values as applied to this course.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111889880]Formation in Faith, Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit)–Students and candidates will explore the faith as the phenomenon that leads to the growth of a worldwide religion known as Christianity.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111889964]Provide a quality, integral education, ‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge)– In this course, students will study critically study the historical development of Church and its relationship to culture and society.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111890053]Educate in the Family Spirit, ‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values) – The historical Church consists of people who view themselves as a family of God.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111890634]Educate for service, justice, peace and the integrity of creation, ‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty) – In its history, the Christian Church has both advocated for and also violated these ideas of service, justice, peace and the integrity of creation.
· Educate for adaptation and change, ‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching) – Students will engage in the process of learning how the Church reflects the cultural, social and political climate within various historical periods, 

Student Assessment
Students will be assessed based on the following:
1. Participation in online discussions – quality as well as quantity.
1. Essay assignments – demonstration of knowledge and application.
1. Graduate and undergraduate – will be assessed based on thoroughness of response, essay development and grammar.

Online discussions as assigned -- on CANVAS

There are two major types of discussion boards. – Reading Reflection and Engaged Discussion Board. The Reading Reflection board invites you to dialogue with the reading assignments and the instructor. You are required to reply to my response to your post.

Reading Reflection Boards require a response to the instructor’s post. Full points will not be given if you do not reply within the week following the instructor’s response.
Points are calculated according to this chart.

	Initial question or comment posted based on textbook reading assignment
	1

	Brief reply to instructor’s comments or explanation
	1

	Initial post completed by due date and time indicated on board.
	1

	Total points possible
	3



Engaged Discussion Boards are graded as follows and according to the rubric provided.
· Your initial reply to one of the questions posed (1-3 points) – 
· depth of individual response to posted questions;
· accuracy of content in terms of replying to the question;
· a question to ask others to use for reflection and comment;
· Your reply to classmate that includes at least one of the following (1-3 points): 
· why you agree or disagree with what was written;
· what you learned from that person’s post;
· how the person’s response has led you to consider something more or different.

Engaged Discussion Board rubric
Initial post
	Excellent
	Good
	Needs Improvement

	Post clearly and completely uses specific terms and examples appropriately to explain, identify, correlate or apply. Includes references to at least two reading assignments
	Post covers most of the material necessary, but either a term or example is lacking or used improperly. Includes references to one of the reading assignments.
	Post lacks details in order to explain, identify, correlate or apply. No reference to any of the reading assignments.



Response to other
	Excellent
	Good
	Needs Improvement

	Post contains dialogical material that explains support, asks pertinent question or reacts to the original statements
	Post has some dialogical response that extends the conversation.
	Post merely affirms or challenges without supplying reasoning for so doing.



Essay rubric will be on CANVAS for the assignment.

Grading Policy
Points are given for weekend attendance, participation, discussion posts and essays as required per status in this course. (Audit – short essay; Undergraduate – three reading reflections and final essay; Graduate – five reading reflections and final essay).

Policy regarding late submissions for assignments:
If the activity is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Final Grade calculation:
Grades will be based on percentage of points completed of the total possible points for each potential level of participation: Audit; Undergraduate and Graduate. 

Grade scale
A = 90-100% of total possible points;  B = 80-89% of total possible points;  C = 70-79% of total possible points (D grades are not given for graduate level)
F = less than 63% of total possible points

Requirements for all levels
1. Attendance and participation at weekend session;
2. Reading of texts as assigned in a timely manner;
3. Participation in threaded discussions as assigned. Participation will be determined by depth as well as consistency of posting;
4. One brief essay as assigned that should be no less than one and no more than two pages to be assigned towards the end of the term.

Additional requirements for Undergraduate Level:
· Participate on Graduate and Undergraduate special discussion board for additional textbook.
· One additional reading assignment per unit from files located on Canvas, found via library website or identified by instructor as potential readings. Write a reflective paper that consists of what was learned through this reading and how the content is similar to or supplements the other assigned readings in areas of theme, ideas or concepts. You should provide examples and include citations. Each paper must be between 500-750 words, approximately 2-3 pages, double-spaced.
· Due date for unit reflection:  Sept. 22, Oct. 27, Nov. 27


Additional requirements for Graduate Level: 
· Participate on Graduate and Undergraduate special discussion board for additional textbook.
· Two additional reading assignments for the first two units and one for the third unit (total five additional readings) from files located on Canvas, found via library website or identified by instructor as potential readings. Write a reflective paper for each reading that consists of what was learned and how the content is similar to or supplements the other assigned readings in areas of theme, ideas or concepts. You should provide examples and include citations. Each paper must be between 500-750 words, approximately 2-3 pages, double-spaced.
· Due date for unit’s first reflection:  Sept. 22, Oct. 27, Nov. 27
· Due date for unit’s second reflection:  Oct. 6, Nov. 9
· Final paper on historical topic of interest that requires additional reading assignments and research. This final paper will need to be about 5 pages minimum and must include proper citation forms.
· Due date: Dec. 1

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND CREDIT HOUR POLICY:
This course is organized as a hybrid. For each one credit, CUH policy requires the minimum “instructional time” and other student engagement activities of 45 hours per credit, which amounts to 135 hours per term for a three-credit course. 

For this course, which is three credits, students should plan to spend a minimum of 18 hours in person, on-line of four hours weekly amounting to 48 hours. Additional time of 69 hours is for personal reading, reviewing resources, preparing for online discussions and writing projects. 

Important notices

ADA Accommodations:
As per Student Handbook:

Chaminade University of Honolulu offers accommodations for all actively enrolled students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the ADA Amendments Act (2008). Students are responsible for contacting Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning to schedule an appointment. Verification of their disability will be requested through appropriate documentation from a healthcare provider. Once received, processing time will vary but often takes approximately 2-3 weeks to review them. Appropriate paperwork will be completed by the student before accommodations are approved. 
Once ADA accommodations are approved, students will be provided an ADA Accommodation Letter valid for the academic school year. Students are responsible for sharing the ADA accommodation Letter with instructors. Letters will not be generated automatically. Although ADA accommodations and/or modifications can be requested at any time, it is highly recommended that students notify Kōkua ʻIke prior to the start of the academic school year by completing the Kōkua ʻIke Online Registration/Request Form found on the Chaminade website. ADA accommodations are not retroactive.

For this course: 
Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from CUH Counseling Center. 

If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes and have appropriate documentation approved, please contact me. If you are unsure of what is needed, contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments for your special requirements. Once I have received notification, we will work on adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

For further information, see Student Handbook:
TITLE IX, SEXUAL HARASSMENT, SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION & RETALIATION POLICY; POLICY ON EXPECTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO CONSENSUAL RELATIONSHIPS 
https://chaminade.edu/compliance/title-ix-nondiscrimination-policy/

Course Schedule for Weekend sessions – survey of varying periods
Subject to change
	Weekend one
Apostolic and Patristic ages
	1. Development of early Christianity
2. Apostles and their role in its spread
3. Patristic age – persecutions to privilege  

	Weekend two
From Chalcedon to Reformation
	1. Early Ecumenical Councils
2. Catholic and Orthodox
3. Medieval Church – Papacy, Politics and the Crusades
4. Renaissance and the Reformation

	Weekend three
Counter Reformation, Missionary movements, Vatican I – modern age
	1. Counter Reformation
2. Christianity in Europe 
3. New World Christianity and its impact
4. Christianity toward the 20th Century




Course Online Schedule – subject to revision
Unit one: Foundations of Christianity and the Apostolic Age
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	Sept. 11
	Edwards: Chapter 1 Alexander the Great and the Romans
Cooper: Chapter 3 The Galilean Women

	Sept. 18
	Edwards: Chapter 2 Jews and Gentiles
Cooper: Chapter 1 Looking for Chloe

	Sept. 25
	Edwards: Chapters 3 Persecution and the Fall of Jerusalem; 4 Persecution in the Second Century
Cooper: Chapter 4 ‘The God of Thecla’

	Oct. 2
	Edwards: Chapter 5 The First Apologists 

	Oct. 9
	Edwards: Gnosticism and the Church’s Response
Cooper: Chapter 2 The Gospel of Love



Unit two: Persecution to Privilege
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	Oct. 16
	Edwards: Chapter 7 Three Great Second and Third Century Teachers

	Oct. 23
	Edwards: Chapters 8 Persecution in the Third Century; 9 Persecution of the Emperor Diocletian
Cooper: Chapter 5 A Martyr in the Family

	Oct. 20
	Edwards: Chapters 10 The Emperor Constantine and the Council of Nicaea; 11 Athanasius of Alexandria
Cooper: Chapter 6 The Emperor’s Mother

	Nov. 6
	Edwards: Chapters 12 The Monastic Movement; 13 The Monastic Movement
Cooper: Chapter 7 The Life of Angels



Unit three: Late Patristic Leaders
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	Nov. 13
	Edwards: Chapters 14 John Chrysostom; 15 Augustine of Hippo
Cooper: Chapter 8 A World Apart

	Nov. 20
	Edwards: Chapters 16 Patrick; 17 Leo the Great
Cooper: Chapter 9 The Desert Mothers

	Nov. 27
	Cooper: Chapter 10 The Queen of Heaven
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