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RE 205 The Christian God & Human Experience (3 credits)
Undergraduate Fall Day 2023

[image: ]TIME:			Section 90: ONLINE asynchronous

INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		739-8536
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208D
OFFICE HOURS:	T/Th: 8:30 am to 11:30 pm and by appointment
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE
TEXTBOOK:	Theological Foundations Alternate Edition, Revised and Expanded by J.J. Mueller, SJ. et al. / Anselm Academic, 2011
	ISBN: 978-1-59982-134-4

Catalog Description:  Students probe the nature of human experience and religious meaning, with special attention given to the experience of the Judeo-Christian God. Contemporary Catholic-Christian faith is systematically analyzed in terms of its core concepts, values and visions. This study addresses the question and critique of God in the modern world and surveys contemporary theology in a spirit that is Catholic, Christian and Ecumenical. 
Offered every semester. This course fulfills the Catholic Intellectual Tradition for General Education.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO THE FOLLOWING:

GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM OUTCOMES (GECO)
Catholic Intellectual Tradition --
The student will explain faith and reason as integral to developing a Catholic sacramental perspective of the cosmos that leads to responsible action supporting social justice.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)		
The Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are: 
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic Theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience;
2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society;
3. Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
· Define significant terms used to describe the God not only in Christianity but also in other religious traditions, particularly Judaism and Islam (GECO 2 and PLO 2);
· Explain the main themes of the relationship between humanity and God as expressed in the Judeo-Christian understanding of God (GECO 1 and PLO 1);
· Describe the meaning of Jesus as foundational for the Christian response to human existence and human choices; (GECO 1 and PLO 1, 3);
· Identify and discuss significant contributors to or significant celebrations of the Christian tradition (GECO 1 and PLO 1).

The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education (MC) and Native Hawaiian Values as applied to this course.
The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life that involves growing in faith through relationship, continuing to learn for better knowledge and understanding, living in the human family, serving others, and being open to change and adaptation.  How this course addresses these characteristics are by:

· Formation in Faith, Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit)– This course delves into the Christian faith tradition and its impact on human life and experience;
· Provide a quality, integral education,  ‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge)– In this course, students will utilize critical thinking skills by applying Christian concepts learned to experiential contexts;
· Educate in the Family Spirit, ‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values) – This course will engage students in the process of collaborative learning that includes sharing information and working together using the Trinity as a model;
· Educate for service, justice, peace and the integrity of creation, ‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty – This course includes exploring Christianity’s response to the human condition and identifying the social justice concerns that impact on the quality of creation and life.
· Educate for adaptation and change, ‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching) – Students will engage in the process of learning how the view and understanding Christianity has addressed changes within society in order to rearticulate the Good News to contemporary generations.

[bookmark: _Hlk62722971]LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT CREDIT HOUR POLICY:

This is a three-credit hour course requiring 135 hours of student engagement per the official CUH Credit hour policy of 45 hours per credit. Students in this course are expected on average to spend about 45 hours completing online activities for instructional purposes, 10 hours writing responsive essays, 20 hours for research, drafting and writing Integration Project, 60 hours (average of four v per week) for reading texts and studying for quizzes and exam.
NOTE: CANVAS does allow the instructor to identify how many hours, what boards and sites a student visits. You should plan on spending an average of three hours online per week at the minimum.

Students are required to:
· Read any and all assigned materials (text, discussion board posts, PowerPoint presentations and other materials as assigned);
· Post regularly on CANVAS discussion boards;
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project as indicated on CANVAS.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The number of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible divided by the number of points you completed for a percentage that is identified below. 

Your final letter grade is calculated using the following scale based on your earned points divided by the total possible points:
A: 90-100% of total points; B: 80-89%; C: 70-70%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

CAUTION: DO NOT RELY ON CANVAS’ PERCENTAGE SCORE SINCE IT ONLY REFLECTS GRADED ASSIGNMENTS. ANY MISSING, BUT NOT CONVERTED TO SCORE ASSIGNMENT, IS NOT FACTORED INTO THE PERCENTAGE SCORE.

Points for discussion boards will depend on the type of discussion board. There are two main types of discussion boards. A third option is a combination of the two.

Reading Reflection Boards require a response to the instructor’s post. Full points will not be given if you do not reply within the week following the instructor’s response.
Points are calculated according to this chart. 

	Initial question or comment posted based on textbook reading assignment
	1

	Brief reply to instructor’s comments or explanation
	1

	Initial post completed by due date and time indicated on board.
	1

	Total points possible
	3





Engaged Discussion Boards are intended to enable students to engage in group discussion similar to that which is in the classroom. You will be sharing your thoughts in regard to the content and reply to at least one of your classmates. The board is graded as follows.
· Your initial reply to one of the questions posed (1-4 points) – 
· depth of individual response to posted questions or handout;
· accuracy of content in terms of replying to the question;
· a question to ask others to use for reflection and comment;
· Your reply to at least one classmate should include one of the following (1-2 points): 
· why you agree or disagree with what was written;
· what you learned from that person’s post;
· how the person’s response has led you to consider something more or different.

Submit your initial post by the due date. Reply to a classmate before the beginning of the following week. Points are determined by the depth of your initial post and the quality of your reply to your classmate.

Other Learning Activities
Points will be assigned to other learning activities. The three main learning activities are quizzes, short responsive essays and Integration Project. Instructor reserves the right to add assignments.

Quizzes
Quizzes based on the textbook will be administered through CANVAS. These quizzes will be worth 20 points each and are open book. I may include a “handout” quiz for videos. If I do so, I will provide instructions on how to submit.

Short Responsive Essays
For modules Introduction to Part IV, students will be replying to a responsive question. Options for answering will be provided on the assignment. Standard essay writing with a thesis and supportive examples will be used for assessment of students’ work. Rubric will be on CANVAS.

Integration Project – required in order to receive an earned “A” or “B” grade.
Students will have a choice of projects, one of which is required for this course. Service Learning, essay questions and other learning opportunities will be provided to meet students’ interests and needs. Choices of Integration Project is attached here as an appendix to the syllabus and as a separate document on CANVAS. This separate document will be located on Assignments and Files pages in order for students to submit later in the term. 

If you do not complete the Integration Project, you cannot receive a grade above “C” even if the accumulated points for the term are at 80 percent or higher. That means no A or B even if your discussion board and quiz scores are in the higher percentages.



Policy regarding late graded activities:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine how much and whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

[bookmark: _Hlk503636370]Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

Other Important notices
ADA Accommodations:

As per Student Handbook:
ADA Policy chaminade.edu/student-life/ada-accommodations/ email: ada@chaminade.edu Student Support Services Building (808) 739-8305 

Chaminade University of Honolulu offers accommodations for all actively enrolled students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the ADA Amendments Act (2008). Students are responsible for contacting Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning to schedule an appointment. Verification of their disability will be requested through appropriate documentation from a healthcare provider. Once received, processing time will vary but often takes approximately 2-3 weeks to review them. Appropriate paperwork will be completed by the student before accommodations are approved. 
Once ADA accommodations are approved, students will be provided an ADA accommodation Letter valid for the academic school year. Students are responsible for sharing the ADA accommodation Letter with instructors. Letters will not be generated automatically. Although ADA accommodations and/or modifications can be requested at any time, it is highly recommended that students notify Kōkua ʻIke prior to the start of the academic school year by completing the Kōkua ʻIke Online Registration/Request Form found on the Chaminade website. ADA accommodations are not retroactive.

For this course: 
Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for Accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes and have appropriate documentation approved, please contact me. If you are unsure of what is needed, contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments for your special requirements. Once I have received notification, we will work on adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

For further information, see Student Handbook:
TITLE IX, SEXUAL HARASSMENT, SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION & RETALIATION POLICY; POLICY ON EXPECTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO CONSENSUAL RELATIONSHIPS 
https://chaminade.edu/compliance/title-ix-nondiscrimination-policy/

(808) 739-8597 

Student Responsibilities, Conduct and Academic Integrity
From Student Handbook

Student Responsibilities 
These responsibilities can be summarized as: 
1. Students are responsible for conduct that helps to create and maintain a learning atmosphere in which the rights, dignity, and worth of every individual is respected. 
2. Students are responsible for treating others in the Chaminade community with respect and consideration for individual rights. 
3. Students are responsible for maintaining standards of academic performance as established by the university. 
4. Students are responsible for complying with any university rule, regulation, and/or policy, including information in the Catalog and Student and Residence Life Handbooks, as well as municipal, state, and federal laws. 
5. Students are responsible for their guest(s) on university-owned or controlled property and/or at university-sponsored activities. 
6. Students are responsible for expressing their views to the appropriate personnel when they believe their rights have been violated. 

All who work, live, and study in the Chaminade community are here by choice and should therefore be committed to the mission of Chaminade University and the larger society. Students are therefore expected to discipline themselves. In the event a student does not demonstrate appropriate self-discipline and responsibility, the university will take appropriate student conduct measures as a part of its educational mission and to assure a safe and comfortable environment for all.

See Netiquette Page on CANVAS located in the Important Information for class conduct and interaction among students in the online environment.

See Handbook for additional directives regarding conduct and academic integrity.

[bookmark: _Hlk123042936]Plagiarism policy for this course: Don’t do it!

If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).

Important dates to remember:
	Mon. Aug. 21 to Tue. Aug. 29
	Add/drop period

	Wed. Aug. 23 @ 11:30 am
	Spiritual Convocation

	Mon. Sept. 4
	Labor Day Holiday

	Fri. Sept. 22
	Last day to Withdraw without Record for Fall DUG classes

	Mon. Oct. 9
	Indigenous Peoples’ Day Holiday

	Fri. Nov. 3
	Last Day to Withdraw for Fall DUG classes

	Fri. Nov. 10
	Observed holiday for Veterans’ Day Holiday

	Thurs. Nov. 23 and Fri. Nov.24 
	Thanksgiving Holiday Recess (offices closed both days)

	Fri. Dec. 1
	Last day of instruction for Fall DUG classes

	Mon. Dec. 4-Thurs. Dec. 7
	Final Exams

	Fri. Dec. 8
	Fall DUG term ends

	Thurs. Dec. 14
	Grades posted






RE 205-90
Course Schedule (subject to revision)

	Module
	Content
	Reading Assignment for the week

	Introduction and Discerning the Mystery of God

	
	Syllabus
Introductions to course and each other

	
	Discerning the Mystery of God: Who is God?
	Mueller – “Introduction” and
“Discerning the Mystery of God”

	Part I Sacred Scriptures and Christian Theology
	Understanding the importance of the Scriptures to the Christian Story
	Mueller – “The Old Testament”

	
	Understanding the importance of the Scriptures to the Christian Story
	Mueller – “The New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature”

	Part II Christology and Ecclesiology
	Who is Jesus? Why is Jesus important?
	Mueller – “Christology – Who Do You Say That I Am?”

	
	Church – the People of God
	Mueller – “The People of God: The Church”

	
	The Church as Divided and in Need for Unity
	Mueller – “Protestantism, Evangelicalism, Pentecostalism: Changing Contours of Christianity in the Modern Era”

	
	Encountering God in the Rituals and Symbols of the Church
	Mueller – “Grace and Sacraments: The Mystery of the Divine Encounter”

	Part III The Church’s Mission in the World
	What are the foundations of Christian Morality
	Mueller – “Christian Morality: Choosing God in This World”

	
	Beyond being good – effecting change in the world
	Mueller – “Social Justice: Gospel Witness and Mission of the Church”

	Part IV The Abrahamic Faiths
	The faith of Jesus
	Mueller – “Judaism, the Jewish People, and the Church”

	
	Monotheism expressed in other traditions
	Mueller – “Islamic Religious Experience: Foundations, Scripture, and Spirituality”

	Part V Catholic Theology in a Global Context
	How does the Roman Catholic Church meet the challenges of the world?

	Mueller – “Catholic Theology in a Global Context”


	
	Final activities and review
	Last day of Instruction Dec. 1. All online activities should be completed by 11 pm.

	Dec 4-7
Exam week
	Integration Project due Tuesday Dec. 5





Appendix to syllabus
RE 205 – Fall 2023
Integration Project

DUE Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2021 by time indicated on CANVAS.
Below are several options for this project. Select one of them as your choice for your Integration Project. This project is in lieu of a final exam, meaning you may have a chapter quiz, but no final exam. 
Your choices are.
A. Complete a Service-learning project – You must decide by Sept. 12 and sign up on SL site for this course.
B. Research on Christian leader, holiday or ritual and the importance of the person, holiday or ritual as revealing about God and or human expression of faith.
C. Reviewing how a Christian theme is evident in a full-length movie.
D. Correlating the Marianist Characteristics and Christian God and Human Experience.

No matter which option you select, you will be integrating one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education within your final essay. You will select one of the Five Characteristics, read from the CMU document for that characteristic and include at least one reference from the document in your final paper. You can locate the document and its sections on 
https://marianistuniversities.org/resources-forum/

[bookmark: _Hlk123542963]You will be submitting a written paper of minimum of three pages, not including Works Cited page. Your paper must have an introduction, main body and concluding paragraph with an identifiable main point and sub points. It should include references to text, PowerPoint demonstrations, outside resources and the Marianist document.

Your paper must be typed, 12-point font, double spaced. CITE all resources you use, textbook, PowerPoint, web sites, articles, resources etc. Do not plagiarize.  If you can google it, so can I. I will fail any paper submitted that does not cite resources if needed.

Do NOT save as .pages. Submit as either .docx, .txt, or .pdf.



A. Service Learning
1. [bookmark: _Hlk123543294]Identify a non-profit organization for which you would like to volunteer or check with the Service-Learning office for possible opportunities. Mitch Steffey is the contact person for that office.

2. Contact instructor by Sept. 12 with the name of the organization and what you will be doing. Service learning allows you to apply volunteer activities to your course’s content. If you are doing service learning for another class, you may use the same project, but have to add ten additional hours to meet this class’s requirement. You must keep a log of your hours in some manner to indicate what you have done. If your service is virtual, you should capture screen or other evidence to show your work.

3. Keep a journal of what you do, when, and a reflection on the activity. You will need to keep the journal electronically to turn in. You should try to include what concepts in the course apply to your service-learning project. Contact instructor for journal requirements and suggestions.

4. Turn in your completed log to the Service Learning office. NO FORMS: NO CREDIT. You can send a .pdf copy to the office and to me for verification.

5. Follow the guidelines below for writing your Service Learning integration paper.

Guidelines for writing Service Learning Paper
The paper should be reflective and should include the following:

What –
What did you do?
For which organization or organizations did you do it?
When did you do it? (hours worked)
Where did you do it?
For whom – the people you served. What were they like? (young, old, retired, homeless,) or a bit of information about the organization for whom you served.

So what?
What impact do you think your service learning had…
… on the organization you served?
… on the people you met?
… on you?

What connections can you make between what we have learned in class and with your service-learning project? (This is the main point of the project.)
Throughout the term, we have been studying various themes significant to Christian God and Human experience. Several themes that we’ve discussed are the following:
1. Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God and participating in its inbreaking;
2. Social Justice – taking care of others, particularly the stranger in our midst;
3. Creation – God’s call to care for God’s created world;
4. Covenant and its relational aspect that leads to communal identity;
5. Developing virtues –not just following the laws but becoming a holy people;
6. Discipleship – living as a follower of Jesus.
7. Reconciliation – between God and humanity; between persons and persons
8. Salvation – gives new life.

Marianist Characteristics
How did your project exemplify one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education? You will need to explain in your own words what you think that Characteristic means. Then, you will need to include specific examples of how your service-learning project 

What next?
In what way, if any, did you grow from the experience?
What did you learn from the service learning?
What would you like to do in the future?

These questions are guidelines to assist you to reflect. You should be able to answer at least all in the first part and reflect on the experience in terms of the class content and how you think it has helped you.



B. Model of faith, holiday or ritual significant to Christianity
Your topic can be developed from some of the ideas below, but is not limited to those listed here.  Your paper must include at least three references that are reputable. You may not use Wikipedia as one of your sources.  You must cite your resources using MLA, APA or CMS consistently used throughout.

What your paper should answer is this: What meaning does this XXXX have in terms of expressing God and humanity’s relationship with God and one of the Characteristics of Marianist Education? 

Thus, you are teaching about the topic, then explaining why it is important for Christianity and how the person, holiday or other topic exemplifies one of the Characteristics of Marianist Education.

If you would like other ideas, let me know. The ones below are suggestions only.
You may not select Baptism and Eucharist since these are covered in class.

	Persons
	Rituals and celebrations
	Holidays and feasts
	History, Music, Art
	Social Justice Issue
	Denomination

	Augustine
	Confirmation
	Christmas – symbols, 12 days
	One of the councils
	Capital Punishment
	An Orthodox tradition

	Thomas Aquinas
	Funeral
	Day of the Dead
	Reformation
	Immigration
	Anabaptist

	Martin Luther
	Anointing of the sick
	Ash Wednesday
	Counter-reformation
	Workers’ movement
	Quakers

	Catherine of Siena
	Blessing of animals
	St. Blaise
	Missionaries in …. Select country
	Environment and care for the earth
	Mormons

	Dorothy Day
	Stations of the Cross
	Religious meaning of Mardi Gras
	Pieta – Michelangelo
	Pastoral care of the sick
	Charismatic movement

	Mother Marianne Cope
	Candlemas
	Advent – wreath or Jesse tree
	Silent Night
	Rehabilitation of the former convict
	Pentecostalism

	Edith Stein
	Corpus Christi
	Easter 
	Gothic cathedral
	Euthanasia
	Methodist






C. Film Analysis
Select from one of the following films or submit a movie you think may have one of the themes listed below. You will need approval if the film is not listed here.
The Mission – available Sullivan Library
Pay it Forward – available Sullivan Library
Gattaca
The Scarlet and the Black – available Sullivan Library
Brother Sun and Sister Moon
We’re No Angels with Humphrey Bogart – available Sullivan Library
Frozen
Matrix
Romero

Throughout the term, we have been studying various themes significant to Christian God and Human experience. Several themes that we’ve discussed are the following:
1. Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God and participating in its inbreaking;
2. Social Justice – taking care of others, particularly the stranger in our midst;
3. Creation – God’s call to care for God’s created world;
4. Covenant and its relational aspect that leads to communal identity;
5. Developing virtues –not just following the laws but becoming a holy people;
6. Discipleship – living as a follower of Jesus.
7. Reconciliation – between God and humanity; between persons and persons
8. Salvation – gives new life.

Your analysis should include defining the concept, giving two or more specific examples from the film, correlating the film and the theme to one of the Characteristics of Marianist Education. Provide enough specific, accurate and applicable details to explain both the concept and the film’s portrayal. Consider that you are writing for someone who has never seen the film, so make sure you have enough details from the film itself. 



D. Correlating the Marianist Characteristics and Christian God and Human experience. 
Select one of the five characteristics. Answer the question that addresses that characteristic within this course. Give specific, applicable, accurate and appropriately used examples from text, PowerPoint, and/or videos accessed via CANVAS. 

1. Formation in Faith
To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. 
In what way did this course and its content help you to better understand what faith is in the Christian context? (Explain what faith is, why it is significant as a Marianist Characteristic and how a concept in the course demonstrates faith in a Christian understanding or context.) 

2. Provide an integral quality education
Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community. 
What is the Christian understanding of the human relationship to God that requires action to meet the needs of the global community? (Make certain you include the Marianist Characteristic’s definition of integral quality education)
.
3. Educate for family spirit
Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, colleagues, work and school.
What is the role and function of the community called Church that informs and challenges the life of Christians in the world today? (In your essay, you should explain how family spirit as a Characteristic correlates to the Christian understanding of Church as well as addressing how Church influences Christian action).

4. Educate for service, justice, peace and the integrity of creation
To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002: “There is no peace without justice; no justice without forgiveness.” Forgiveness begins with awareness of one’s harmful actions, seeking to resolve problems, and openness to others’ views.
What are the bases for Christian moral decisions and how do those bases require Christians to work toward justice and peace in the world today? (Your essay should include the importance of this Characteristic in fulfilling the Christian bases for social justice actions).

5. Educate for adaptation and change
Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective fairly.
How has this course challenged some of your prior knowledge of Christianity and has given you new insight about who the Christian God is and what human relationship to God should be? (Identify what you once thought and what you learned that is different or expanded from prior knowledge in terms of how this meets the Characteristic for adaptation and change).
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