Course: HI 201, Intro to United States History
Instructor: 
Frank Bailey

Time:  MWF 11:30-12:20
 


Number:
Office: 739-8531 

Place:  SHA





Office Hours:
 All Week - 7:30-8:30
  Semester:  Fall Day 2023



Email: fbailey@chaminade.edu


America Before the Civil War

Texts:  Nash, Jeffery, Howe, Davis, Fredrick, Winkler, The American People:  Creating

a Nation and a Society, Volume I: To 1877
Scope of the Course:  This course will study the origins, development, achievements, and transformation of the United States, its people and their cultures from the “discovery” of the “new world,” through its settlement by Europe, an up to the Civil War.  This course is a general study of the social, political, and economic development of the United States from a collection of small backwater fur trading post to an independent nation.  Throughout this course we will focus on several themes that have defined America, its people and the consequent interactions of its ever growing and diverse population.  These themes will provide coherence, context, and some clarity in our attempt to understand the history of this complex nation.  In this endeavor we will focus on changing concepts concerning topics such as race relations, work ethic, land and the role cultural conflict played in founding this nation.

Course Learning Outcomes:  At the conclusion of this course each student will understand and evaluate

· how history is not simply things that happened in the past, but the study of a knowable past and there for greatly impacted by the perspectives and ideologies of the present and as such subject to multiple interpretations

· change, continuity and causality by employing chronology as well as cause and effect in American history

· the diverse regions, ethnicities and cultures that define America

· Demonstrate an understanding of the forces that shaped, defined, and challenged the United States through the Civil War 

· an understanding of multi-cultural insight by being able to see, assess, and/or appreciate issues from perspectives other than those defined by one’s own cultural background.
In addition, while gaining a better understanding of the world we live in this course is focused on developing critical skills that are necessary for your further development as a student and a person within this increasingly global community.  As such this course also seeks to develop better 

· Critical thinking

· Comprehensive reading,

· And analytical reasoning 

as demonstrated through persuasive writing skills while studying the history of the United States.

General Education Learning Outcomes:

Finally, at the conclusion of this course the student will understand and evaluate

· Education for Adaptation and Change through the examination of the tremendous challenges and opportunities that faced those living in the United States after the Civil War through the rise of industrial America, the Great Depression, WWII, the crucial 50s, the Cold War, Vietnam, and into today’s dynamic issues we will discuss how the United States and its people adapted to these monumental times. 

Learning Outcome Assessments:
In order to assess the program, course and general education learning outcomes addressed in this course two pretests and posttests will be administered with questions addressing each.  The PLOs exams will consist of 5 questions.  Our desired goal is that at the conclusion of the course 80% of the class will achieve 80% or better on the posttest.  The GELO will also consist of a 5 question.  As with the PLOs our desired goal is 80% of the class achieves 80% or better on the posttest.  (See the attached assessment tool)

Readings:  More than anything else, this course is designed around readings and discussions.  You should come to each class meeting with the reading assignment completed and with a willingness to engage in a lively discussion that focuses on the themes and content of the reading.

Course Requirements: 

This course is structured to allow for group discussion regarding the materials read. The course is designed around assigned readings, the assigned texts as well as many handouts, and our reactions to those readings. As such it is imperative you keep up with the assigned readings for, they compose the majority of this course’s material.  The course is divided into ten modules that cover the desired materials that we will examine over the duration of the semester.  During the course you shall be responsible for 10 quizzes, 2 exams and 10 discussion posts.  

Discussions:   Each module we will have a reading assignment.  You are required 

to post at least one response each week to the materials you just read.  These discussions are used to ensure you are keeping up with the readings and will count as your “attendance.”  If you miss three posts you will lose a letter grade.

Quizzes:  Throughout the course there will be ten 5 question quizzes to ensure a certain amount of content has been acquired from the assigned reading.  These questions are multiple choice and will be worth 2 points per question.

Exam:  Your 2 exams will consist of 50 questions and is cumulative.  

Grading: 

There are no curves in this course. Grades shall be assessed through the points you earn.  Each quiz is worth 10 points for a total of 100 points. The final exam and midterm are worth 100 points each and your discussion posts are worth 10 points each for 100 points.  The grading goes as follows, there are 400 possible points for the course.

A = 400-360

B = 359-320

C = 319-280

D = 279-240

F = anything below 240 point will receive and F for the course

Course Outline: (depending on your text addition the chapter numbers might vary, topic content does not.  Some versions have the first chapter starting at 14)

Attendance:  Students are expected to be on time and in attendance at all class sessions.  For each class missed there shall be a ten-point penalty assessed.

Class Schedule

Module 1
Introductions


Lecture: Three Worlds Meet

Module 2
Lecture: Colonizing a Continent 

Lecture: Mastering a New World



Module 3
Lecture: The Maturing of Colonial Society

Lecture: Bursting the Colonial Bonds


Module 4
Lecture: A People in Revolution

Lecture: Consolidating the Revolution
Module 5
Lecture: Creating a Nation

Lecture: Society and Politics in the Early Republic

Module 6
Lecture: Currents of Change

Lecture: Slavery and the Old South


Module 7
Lecture: Shaping America in the Antebellum Age
Module 8
Lecture: Moving West
Module 9
Lecture: The Union in Peril
Module 10
Lecture: The Union Severed
Final Exam to be announced
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� Satisfies Program Learning Outcome #1





