Course Syllabus
Chaminade University of Honolulu

HI/POL 444:  Modern Japan
Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

1.  Change and Continuity

Foremost to the study of history is the understanding of change and continuity.  Why do certain beliefs, ideas and institutions change over time while others remain the same?  This course studies the political, social, economic, and cultural developments of Modern Japan.  It will look at the rise and fall of the centralized feudalism or the Tokugawa Bakufu.  It will analyze the rapid modernization of the country during the Meiji period.  The course will review the steps that led Japan to a catastrophic war in the Pacific (World War II).  It will examine Japan under military occupation of the United States.  It will study the country’s miraculous economic growth after World War II.  Finally, the course will examine the political, social, and cultural developments in contemporary Japan.

2.  Adaptation & Change

This course will evaluate the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meeting future challenges.  If we want to know how and why Japan is the way it is today, we must first look to the past to find the answers.  How did Japan adapt to a world that went through profound changes during the two and a half centuries the country isolated itself from the world during the Tokugawa Bakufu?  How did Japan change rapidly during the Meiji period, modernizing itself within 40 years, something that took Europe centuries to accomplish?  Those changes turned Japan into a predatory and imperialistic nation.  It led Japan into World War II.  How did Japan adapt to itself from a global empire to a country occupied by foreign soldiers?  How then did it change from a militaristic nation to one focused on finances, creating a breath-taking economic miracle that made Japan the second richest nation in the world?   

3.  Global Awareness

This course will integrate the experience of students with global awareness in the context of this course – Modern Japan – and in the field of history with a diverse community of learners.  HI/POL 444 introduces students to the unique history and culture of Modern Japan.  It is a country with a unique religion that sees the divine in all aspects of nature.  Shintoism recognizes mountains, streams, and even the wind as kami.  The Japanese believed that divine winds or kamikaze drove Mongol invaders from its shores.  They called their suicide airplanes that crashed into American warships during World War II kamikaze.  During the Meiji period, the Japanese literally threw off their Asian culture and heritage to become a modernized and westernized nation.  It became an imperialist nation with a derogatory attitude towards other Asians.  It committed numerous crimes against military and civilian populations in China, Manchuria, and the Philippines.  After World War II, its economy rebounded and its culture became on to emulate in Asia.  It is still a leader in the production of anime and manga that is shared by people around the world.    

Our students come from a diverse background, including Asia, Oceania, Europe, Africa, and the Americas.  This course will introduce them to a unique East Asian civilization.  It will enable them to see how Japan developed, adapted and changed to circumstances it encountered.  In this way, Modern Japan will give students to a global awareness or better understanding of the origins and development of their own cultures. 

General Education Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· identify the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meet future challenges and needs

· recognized their own experience with global awareness in the context of this Japanese history course and the field of history within a diverse community of learners

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· identify the key people, events, and developments in world history

· exhibit an understanding of change, continuity, and causality (this is also a program learning outcome)

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course within the Historical and Political Studies Program, students will be able to…

· explain the workings of politics and governance

· exhibit an understanding of change, continuity, and causality  

Characteristics of Marianist Education

This course embodies the “Characteristics of the Marianist Education,” central to the mission of Chaminade University of Honolulu, in the following ways…

1.  Provide an Integral, Quality Education

In this course, the instructor and the students “collaborate together in attaining knowledge of the human condition within the larger community of all creation, applying both faith and reason in their quest of meaning.”  They seek to “uncover and probe the deep questions of human meaning.  It places this search for truth within a value-centered worldview that begins with the dignity of each person, living their life within an interconnected whole that we call creation.”

2.  Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

Marianist higher education is “deeply committed to the common good.”  This course is undertaken as “a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to engage the classroom with the wider world.”  It is part of our responsibilities as an institution built on the teachings of Christ “to promote the dignity of all human persons.  To do so authentically, we must acknowledge, analyze, and deeply comprehend global disparities.”

3.  Educate for Adaptation and Change

After the French Revolution, Father Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary, stated, “new times call for new methods.”  Adaptation and change, however, must begin with a firm understanding of the past.  This course understands that “students need a substantive knowledge of the past, analytical tools for understanding the world around them and critical thinking skills to mindfully respond and shape the unknowable future.”  It tries “to shape students’ understanding of the interconnectedness of human knowledge as a foundation for effective action in an increasingly interdependent world.”       

School Policies

1.  Academic Honesty

Violations of the Honor Code are serious.  They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University.  This includes signing in for someone else on attendance sheets.  It also includes persons taking online examinations for someone else.

Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

2.  Disability Access

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabilities Services.  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADS) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly.  You may contact the staff in the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

3.  Title IX Compliances

Chaminade University of Honolulu (CUH) recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people.  Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH.  If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report the matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am very concerned about creating a safe and healthy learning environment for you.  Should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator at CUH.  Should you want to speak to a confidential source, you may contact the Chaminade Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.  

Course Requirements

Take five (5) examinations.
Complete five (5) community of practice assignments.

Grading

Examinations (5 exams 100 points each)					500 points
Community of practice assignments (5 assignments 20 points each)		100 points

Grades:    540-600 points = A; 480-539 = B; 420-479 = C; 360-419 = D; Below 360 = F.

Timely Feedback

· The score of each examination you take will be posted on canvas right after you take the exam.
· If you have any questions or problems regarding the course, please email me at myamasak@chaminade.edu.  I will get back to you within 48 hours of your inquiry. 

Course Outline

Week 1:	Adaptations and Changes in Tokugawa Japan
Week 2:	Internal and External Problems of the Tokugawa Bakufu
Week 3:	Bakumatsu: Japan’s Unique Culture Collides with the Modern World /
1st Examination
Week 4:	Fukuzawa Yukichi: Bringing Western Civilization to Japan
Week 5:	Meiji Politics: Adapting and Changing the Feudal Government of 
Samurai Japan into the Parliamentary System of Modern Japan
Week 6:	Meiji Economy: Adapting and Changing the Agricultural Economy Based 
on Rice Production into a Modern Industrial Economy  / Meiji Culture: 
Traditional Japanese Culture Encounters a new Global Culture / 
2nd Examination 
Week 7:	Meiji Foreign Affairs: In Self-Imposed Isolation for over Two Centuries, Japan Confronts a Profoundly Different World / 
Week 8:	Adaptations and Changes during the Taisho Period
Week 9:	Global Economic Depression and the Crisis to Japanese Society / Japan Rejects Asian Civilization and Marches toward Ultranationalism and Military Expansion / 3rd Examination
Week 10:	World War II: Clash of Cultures and a Global War
Week 11:	End of World War II:  Japan Reexamines its Culture and Politics
Week 12:	Adaptation and Change during the Period when Japan was Occupied by 
the United States / 4th Examination 
Week 13:	Postwar Politics: Adapting Government to a new Global Environment / Economic Miracle: From the Ashes of World War II, the Japanese Economy Reemerges like a Phoenix
Week 14:	Japanese Women: Evolution in the Lives of Japanese Women from their Traditional Roles to Modern Freedoms, Possibilities, and Challenges / Adaptation and Change of Japan’s Educational System after World War II
Week 15:	Japan’s Unique Culture Emerges in Film made after World War II / Adaptation and Change in Manga and Anime to Changing Global Tastes
Week 16:	5th Examination

Course Text

W. Scott Morton and J. Kenneth Olenik, Japan: Its History and Culture, McGraw-Hill, Fourth Edition  (any edition is fine)

Office Hours

Henry 208H:		Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:30 – 4:30 PM
Phone:			735-4824
E-mail:			myamasak@chaminade.edu
