Course Syllabus
Chaminade University of Honolulu

History 443:  Samurai Japan
Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

1.  Change and Continuity

Foremost to the study of history is the understanding of change and continuity.  Why do certain beliefs, ideas and institutions change over time while others remain the same?  This course studies the political, social, economic, and cultural developments of PreModern Japan.  It will examine how the early Japanese formed hunter-gatherer bands, created early agricultural societies, and carved out a nation from competing warlords and their samurai retainers.  The course will also look at how the lives of individuals, such as Prince Shotoku, Murasaki Shikibu, Minamoto Yoritomo, and Tokugawa Ieyasu, helped to shape the nation.   

2.  Adaptation & Change

This course will evaluate the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meeting future challenges.  If we want to know how and why Japan is the way it is today, we must first look to the past to find the answers.  How are foreign languages, institutions, and religious beliefs, such as China’s written language, Chinese imperial institutions, and Indian Buddhism, adapted by the Japanese to suit their needs and desires?  How do the Japanese change their existing beliefs, culture, and institutions, such as Japan’s vernacular language, its uji (clan) structure, and its traditional Shinto beliefs?  Finally, how does Japan’s warrior culture of the samurai adapt to changing needs, such as the Mongol invasion of Japan in the thirteenth century and the Japanese invasion of Korea in the sixteenth century.  How does it change over time, from the prehistoric warriors of the Kofun period, to the mounted samurai of the medieval Japan, then to the major armies of the premodern period equipped with European firearms.    

3.  Global Awareness

This course will integrate the experience of students with global awareness in the context of this course – Samurai Japan – and in the field of history with a diverse community of learners.  Samurai Japan introduces students to the unique history and culture of PreModern Japan.  This is a society that turned the drinking of tea, a beverage imported from China, into a formal ceremony that has lasted over five hundred years.  Its culture produced the world’s first psychological novel – The Tale of Genji – written by a woman.  It borrowed Buddhism, a religion that originated in India a thousand years before it arrived in Japan, traveling through China and Korea, and adapting the religion to suit the needs and sensibilities of the Japanese people.  An example is Zen, a school of Buddhism adopted by samurai warriors and hermit monks in Japan.  As part of the Eastern Asian ethos, Japanese society places a high value on the family.  This is part of the Confucian tradition that contrasts from American and European values that place a high premium on individual rights and responsibilities.  Finally, Japan produced the world’s first forms of popular culture during the seventeenth century.  Its Kabuki and Bunraku (puppet) theatres catered to common tastes and sensibilities, not to those of the rich and the powerful.  Its Ukiyo-e woodblock prints were sold by the thousands, similar to posters of athletes and movie stars today.  The “dime novels” of Ihara Saikaku and other popular authors appealed to the hopes and desires of Japan’s masses.

Our students come from a diverse background, including Asia, Oceania, Europe, Africa, and the Americas.  This course will introduce them to a unique East Asian civilization.  It will enable them to see how Japan developed, adapted and changed to circumstances it encountered.  In this way, Samurai Japan will give students to a global awareness or better understanding of the origins and development of their own cultures. 

General Education Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· identify the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meet future challenges and needs

· recognize their experience with global awareness in the context of this World Civilizations course and the field of history within a diverse community of learners

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· identify the key people, events, and developments in early Japanese history

· exhibit an understanding of change, continuity, and causality (this is also a program learning outcome)

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course within the Historical and Political Studies Program, students will be able to…

· explain the workings of politics and governance

· exhibit an understanding of change, continuity, and causality  

Characteristics of Marianist Education

This course embodies the “Characteristics of the Marianist Education,” central to the mission of Chaminade University of Honolulu, in the following ways…

1.  Provide an Integral, Quality Education

In this course, the instructor and the students “collaborate together in attaining knowledge of the human condition within the larger community of all creation, applying both faith and reason in their quest of meaning.”  They seek to “uncover and probe the deep questions of human meaning.  It places this search for truth within a value-centered worldview that begins with the dignity of each person, living their life within an interconnected whole that we call creation.”

2.  Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

Marianist higher education is “deeply committed to the common good.”  This course is undertaken as “a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to engage the classroom with the wider world.”  It is part of our responsibilities as an institution built on the teachings of Christ “to promote the dignity of all human persons.  To do so authentically, we must acknowledge, analyze, and deeply comprehend global disparities.”

3.  Educate for Adaptation and Change

After the French Revolution, Father Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary, stated, “new times call for new methods.”  Adaptation and change, however, must begin with a firm understanding of the past.  This course understands that “students need a substantive knowledge of the past, analytical tools for understanding the world around them and critical thinking skills to mindfully respond and shape the unknowable future.”  It tries “to shape students’ understanding of the interconnectedness of human knowledge as a foundation for effective action in an increasingly interdependent world.”       

School Policies

1.  Academic Honesty

Violations of the Honor Code are serious.  They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University.  This includes signing in for someone else on attendance sheets.  It also includes persons taking online examinations for someone else.

Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

2.  Disability Access

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabilities Services.  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADS) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly.  You may contact the staff in the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

3.  Title IX Compliances

Chaminade University of Honolulu (CUH) recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people.  Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH.  If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report the matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am very concerned about creating a safe and healthy learning environment for you.  Should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator at CUH.  Should you want to speak to a confidential source, you may contact the Chaminade Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.  

Course Requirements

Take five (5) examinations.

Grading

Examinations (5 exams 100 points each)					500 points

Grades:    450-500 points = A; 400-449 = B; 350-399 = C; 300-349 = D; Below 300 = F.

Timely Feedback

· The score of each examination you take will be posted on canvas right after you take the exam.
· If you have any questions or problems regarding the course, please email me at myamasak@chaminade.edu.  I will get back to you within 48 hours of your inquiry. 

Course Outline

Week 1:	How did Japan’s Unique Island Geography Shape its People / Ethnic 
Origins of the Japanese?
Week 2:	Adaptation and Change during Japan’s Prehistory
Week 3:	Rise of the Yamato Clan / Adaptation and Change during the Nara Period 
/ 1st Examination
Week 4	Development of Heian Politics and Society
Week 5:	Japan’s Cult of Beauty during the Heian Period: a Global Perspective 
Week 6:	Unique Qualities the Aristocratic Women who Profoundly Influenced 
Heian Culture and Produced Great Literature including The Tale of Genji   / 2nd Examination
Week 7:	Adaptation and Change in Japan’s Warrior (Bushi) Society and the Rise of 
the Samurai
Week 8:	Rise of the Taira and Minamoto Clans leading to the Genpei War 
Week 9:	Adaptation and Change during the Kamakura Period / 3rd Examination
Week 10:	Heian and Kamkura Buddhism: Introduction of a Global Religion to a 
Country with a Deep Spiritual Tradition (Shintoism)
Week 11:	Adaptation and Change during the Ashikaga Period / Japan’s Unique 
Ascetic Sensibilities: Mono no Aware, Natural Gardens, Tea Ceremony
Week 12:	Rise of the Daimyo and the Sengoku Period / 4th Examination  
Week 13:	Three Unifiers of PreModern Japan: Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa Ieyasu
Week 14:	Adaptation and Change in the Tokugawa Government and Society
Week 15:	Unique Cultural Development of a Society Ruled by the Samurai who are 
Really Warriors Without a War
Week 16:	5th Examination

Course Text

W. Scott Morton and J. Kenneth Olenik, Japan: Its History and Culture, McGraw-Hill, Fourth Edition  (any edition is fine)

Office Hours

Henry 208H:		Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:30 – 4:30 PM
Phone:			735-4824
E-mail:			myamasak@chaminade.edu
