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Catalog Description

RE 490 Senior Seminar (3) This is the capstone seminar for the Religious Studies programs. Majors (or minors) will select a topic from their area of study, develop a research plan, and implement that plan to produce a final work that will be presented at an open forum at the conclusion of the semester. Students will participate in a series of program related assessment projects based on the program learning outcomes. Seminar sessions will be held throughout the semester to cover topics of interest to the participants and the enhancement of their understanding of the field.

Religious Studies Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course at a master level are:

· Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience. (PLO 1)
· Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society. (PLO 2)
· Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values. (PLO 3)
· Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism. (PLO 4)

The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education (MC) and Native Hawaiian Values as applied to this course.
· Formation in Faith, Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit)– This course invites the student to reflect on various courses in one’s faith journey while at CUH by incorporating and correlating prior courses to research topic.
· Provide a quality, integral education, ‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge)– In this individualized study, the student will engage in research on a chosen topic, identifying and evaluating reliable sources and alternate views.
· Educate in the Family Spirit, ‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values) – While this is an individualized study, the student will study the impact of the research topic on the community of either its time or today.
· Educate for service, justice and peace, ‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty – The student will consider how the chosen topic correlates to service, justice and peace using hermeneutics as a means of interpretive understanding.
· Educate for adaptation and change, ‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching) – Depending on student’s chosen topic, the research project can address the issues of adaptation and change required.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

Student will:
1. Develop a major thesis topic for research; 
2. Identify and evaluate reliable resources using library research tools;
3. Incorporate these resources into a substantive research paper of no less than 25 pages not including citations and using proper and consistent MLA or CMS format;
4. Correlate program degree courses’ contents as appropriate to the research topic;
5. Complete the research paper and a short PowerPoint that highlights its major points for possible presentation.

Requirements:  Student will work in conjunction with the appointed seminar director, and, in light of their discussions, students will undertake independent study and research on the agreed-upon project.  Throughout the seminar, students will discuss regularly through either personal contact or via email with the director in order to bring the project to its desired and timely conclusion. At seminar’s end, the student will present the paper in written format as described above and possibly present at a forum of faculty and/or students. 

If the student is using a prior project for another major or minor as the foundation for a new thesis as agreed, the student must provide seminar director with a copy of that subject’s final paper. While prior research may be applied to the Religious Studies seminar paper, a new thesis statement must be developed consistent with this particular field.

Grading:
Student will be graded on these factors:
1. Meeting required deadlines. See schedule for when to submit the assignments that lead to final completion. Not meeting those deadlines may result in a lower overall grade regardless of quality of work done on final paper.
2. Completion of paper. 
a. Paper must have a minimum of ten (10) reliable resources. Wikipedia may not be used as a reliable source, but may be consulted for its resources. At this level of inquiry, students should be using journal articles, texts, and other sources. Websites may only be used if the source itself is reputable in the field of study. 
b. Paper must cite resources properly using an acceptable citation style. MLA or CMS are preferred. For information about these styles or to review how the styles are used, go to http://owl.english.purdue.edu
c. Final paper must be typed using 12-point, Times New Roman. The paper must be double-spaced. Depending on which citation style is used, the appropriate header and/or footer must be included.
d. Electronic version of drafts and final paper must be saved as either .docx, doc., pdf. or .txt. DO NOT SAVE FILE AS .pages. Canvas does not open those files.
3. Oral presentation of final paper of no more than 15 minutes to highlight the main ideas and significance to students’ religious studies academic career.
4. 
Tentative Schedule – based on ten Activitys but adjusted according to student’s needs.
	Activity One

	Discuss potential topic and possible resources via email, Canvas or meeting as per preference of student.

	Activity Two
	Finalize the major topic with potential for research, correlation and integration of religious studies program.

	Activity Three

	Submit the bibliographic referent for at least three possible resources – 
Search for material that is authentic and published – journal articles, magazine articles, books (some material may be on the web, but avoid world wide web sites.

	Activity Four

	A brief outline and three additional resources reviewed

	Activity Five
	A first draft of at least 7-10 pages


	Activity Six

	Continue working on paper and identify at least four more resources
Submit via Canvas or email

	Activity Seven
	Second draft with additional 10 pages

	Activity Eight
	Review revisions and added material (draft three)


	Activity Nine

	Copyediting for grammar and spelling

	Activity Ten

	Final version






How to write papers
Step one – Determine your thesis/topic – on Canvas part one
What is your main topic?  
In preparing for this senior seminar, this topic should be one of interest to you and enable you to explore further in a particular area of studies. 
In order to select your topic, consider the following:
· In your courses for religious studies degree, what are three to five topics that you found most interesting to study and would like to learn about more?
· 1.
· 2.
· 3.
· 4.
· 5.
· What correlations do you see between each of these topics you noted and three or more of your classes?
· 1. – classes: 
· 2. – classes:
· 3. – classes:
· 4. – classes
· 5. – classes:
· Of the topics you identified, which one do you think you have the most passion to study about more or you think might assist you either in a future career or studies?




· What research have you done previously that might integrate well with your senior seminar paper?



· What might be two or three questions that you are asking about this topic to help you develop your thesis or claim?



Step two – Data Gathering
One of the first areas to gather material is from your prior classes and texts. Which of the texts that you have read contains material relevant to your topic? Add some further research by using texts, periodicals and reliable Internet resources. Review your texts, papers and other sources for material that can be used in the discussion of your topic. 


Step three – Outlining and/or developing your thesis or idea
Consider the material you have gathered. What question are you answering in your research paper that leads you to develop your response? Your response to that question helps to formulate your thesis?

In developing your paper, which research helps you to support your thesis? What is in contrast?
In what way do you want to present the material that moves from one idea to the next in an orderly way?

Some people like to work from an outline while others like to jot down ideas. Select a method or working model that assists you in gathering your thoughts in a coherent, sequential and cohesive manner. You may find that as you begin to write down these ideas, you can see a differing sequence than originally planned. An outline or notes assists in organizing your thoughts more clearly.


Step four – Rough draft
Begin to write. Don’t get caught in trying to find the correct word each time. Words will come in time. The main point is to write and perfect later. Without something on paper, (or on computer), you may become discouraged. Even if all you write is… “I don’t know what I’m doing but I think it’s this…. or this or this,” you will have something at least. 

As you write, you will gather other supporting ideas and quotes that will enable you to expand on the material. The important point is to begin to get your ideas on paper in your own words and then quote others who add to or challenge those ideas. You should dialogue with yourself, your authors and your reader.
 

Step five – Editing and revising
Give it to someone else to read. Ask your reader if your writing supports your thesis and ideas clearly, have organized it well so that it goes from one topic to another with transitional words and phrases, and made it understandable to someone who is unfamiliar with the topic. Often, a person unfamiliar with the topic can be of great assistance in helping you to review your writing afresh.

Reread it yourself. Could you express the same idea more clearly? Have you organized the writing so that there is a smooth movement from one idea to the next? How well do you support your thesis? What more could you add? What can be deleted?

Give a rough draft to your adviser or instructor for further input.

Step six – Rewrite, rewrite, rewrite
The amount of rewriting depends on the writer. You may need to do several revisions or sometimes only one or two.  Consider what your readers have suggested, and note what you identified that require clarification, expansion, support or deletion. 

Check your grammar. Although many word processing programs provide grammar checks and reviews, those programs use a particular style in some instances that may not be consistent with how you wish to express your ideas. However, you should be most aware of spelling, subject-verb agreement, consistent verb tense, run-on or incomplete sentences, incorrect or incomplete citations, inappropriate pronouns, and inadequate transitional phrases or words. These are the most common areas of difficulty.

Step seven – submit your paper
If you are still uncertain about the paper overall, submit a tentative revised copy to your instructor or adviser for review. Otherwise, submit your final copy for grading and acceptance.


Rubrics 
Final Research Paper quality of writing
	Scale depends on area of assessment
	Superior
Five (5)
	Excellent
Four (4)
	Good
Three (3)
	Fair
Two (20
	Fail
Zero (0)

	Writing communication
Content
CLO 1, 2, 3
	Research paper contains all of these standards: clear thesis statement, generalizations that are supported by specific examples that accurately exemplify, correlate and develop the overall theme.
	Research paper has a clear thesis, but at least one of the generalizations is not supported by specific, accurate and correlative examples.
	Research paper’s thesis statement is either unclear or unsupported by using generalizations rather than including specific, accurate and supportive statements.
	An attempt is made develop a strong research paper, but either there is an unclear thesis statement or only general statements are used. Little to no accurate, specific support provided.
	No clear thesis statement can be discerned.

	Writing communication
organization
CLO 1

	
	Clear organization of final research paper, using transitions well, and maintaining continuity between and within paragraphs. Follows the standard introductory, main body and conclusion
	Mostly clear organization of research paper, but one or two elements such as basic paragraph structure or transitions are missing or some material is more appropriate in other areas.
	Research paper’s organization needs work since transitions are missing and some material is more appropriate in other areas or not needed.
	

	Writing communication
Incorporation of resources 
(CLO 2, 3)

	The research paper contains few errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure. It uses correct documentation format consistently based on either MLA or CMS and has a properly formatted works cited list.
	Six to eight major errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics. 
Most of the resources are cited properly with one or two citations missing.
	Nine to ten errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics.
Several resources are not cited properly or some errors on the format of citations page according to standard MLA or CMS style.
	
	More than ten major errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics.

Besides missing citations for several sources, a citations page is missing completely.




Program Learning Outcome Rubric
	PLO 1.
Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience
	Research paper defines, explains, and develops one key theological concept that integrates human experience. 
	Research paper defines, explains and develops one key theological concept, but does not correlate to human experience.
	Research paper includes one theological concept, but needs further definition, explanation or development to fully situate within human experience.
	Research paper might include an attempt to define, explain, develop a theological concept, but requires more substantive content.
	Research paper has no major theological concept, comprised mostly of opinion and not supported by research.

	PLO 2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society.
	Research paper incorporates varying viewpoints about chosen topic that illustrates respectful dialogue.
	Research paper provides at least one alternative viewpoint that challenges the mainline stance and starts an engagement in dialogue.
	Research paper attempts to include an alternative viewpoint, but its stance is less dialogical.
	Research paper has a reference to an alternative point of view, but limits to a simple reference without explanation or definition.
	Research paper has no alternative view about chosen topic.

	PLO 3
Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values
	Research paper addresses clearly the impact of the chosen topic on moral imagination and reasoning when applicable to its thesis by providing clear, accurate and appropriate examples. 
	Research paper addresses somewhat the potential impact of the chosen topic on moral imagination, but needs stronger substantive and clearer examples.
	Research paper alludes to a potential outcome of the topic on moral imagination without fully developing it.
	Research paper identifies, but does not discuss the impact of the chosen topic on moral imagination.
	Research paper does not discuss the impact of the topic on moral imagination.

	PLO 4
CLO 1,2,3,4,5
Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism.
	Skillful, accurate and specific use of the Characteristic of Marianist Education to develop ideas and/or correlate content appropriate to the requirements of the research paper assignment.
	Consistent, mostly accurate and specific use of the Characteristics of Marianist Education to support ideas and or correlate content with the requirements of the research paper assignment.
	Demonstrates an attempt to include Characteristic of Marianist Education, but may lack either in accuracy or specificity, to support ideas or correlations appropriate to the research paper assignment.
	Demonstrates some effort to use Characteristic of Marianist Education, but lacks both accuracy and specificity.
	Does not include Characteristic of Marianist Education in meeting the requirements of the assignment.





Important notices
ADA Accommodations:

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Kokua ʻIke.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the Dean of Students.

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).
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