MAGIC AND MEDICINE
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                         Spring 2018
     COURSE SYLLABUS
 
Course                                                 PH/RE 380 01
Day/Time/Place:                                 MWF 8:30-9:20 H 202
Instructor:                                           Dr. Lilia Castle                              
Office Hours:                                      MW 2:30-4:30 (or, by an appointment)
Phone:                                                 Off.: 739-4628
E-mail:                                                 lcastle@chaminade.edu
 
Course Description:
The course will explore the role of magic and medicine in ancient societies and the transformation of traditional types of magic in medievity and modernity. The phenomenon of magic is investigated as an oldest religion and as an art of healing. Students will learn to perceive magic through the prism of ancient views on man being interrelated with the universe. Among the topics discussed in the course are: magic as a healing art; spiritual and physical aspects of disease; the distinctions between magic and shamanism; the meaning of ecstasy; the power of silence; ancient therapeutically techniques and surgical tools; the healing power of herbs, animals and elements; ancient gynecology and dentistry; medieval and modern magic, etc.
Magical thinking in various forms is a cultural universal and an important aspect of religion.  It has been present all over the world at any period of human history.  
and students will learn about magical medicine of ancient Sumerians, Babylonians, and Egyptians; visit Siberian, American and Oceanian shamans, and find out what are the main concerns of European magicians of modernity. Students will discover who could become a shaman, and whether we need gold for immortality.
The course format is a combination of lectures and interactive seminars/discussion. Students will work in groups on their projects and contribute to the course discussion. Active participation in class activities and discussions is essential for student’s success in this course.
 
Learning Objectives:
 
The goal of the course is to provide students with knowledge and understanding of magic and magical practices in world cultures, as well as the theories discussing the idea of magic and supernatural.
 
Students will learn to find, evaluate, and use resources to explore the topic of magic and the supernatural in depth; they will develop skills in expressing themselves orally and in writing.  
 
Students will analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view relating to the complex topic of magic, the supernatural, and religions.
Learning Outcome:
Upon the completion of the course students will demonstrate
the knowledge of the:
· main religious, cultural, historical, anthropological, and sociological concepts of magic from antiquity until today;
· role magic in the religious practices of different cultures;
· functions of magic as a social phenomenon;
· particular features of magic as a part of western esoteric tradition;
· basic terminology relevant to religious teachings on magic and esoterism.
the ability to:
· understand the role of magic in the formation of science and particularly, medicine;
· decipher the meaning of magical symbols in various societies and communities;
· interpret texts on magic and medicine;
· apply anthropological, sociological, psychological theories of magic for the analysis of different phenomena of the world culture;
· discuss the sacredness of elements of nature in religion;
· describe and interpret the religious experience present in difference religious traditions;
· choose the necessary methods for his/her individual research;
· analyze the results of the research within the context of the relevant religious texts;
· produce the outcomes of their research work in the form of the reports, articles, presentations, conference papers.
 
COURSE TEXTS:
 
Mircea Eliade: Shamanism: Archaic Technology of Ecstasy, Princeton University Press, 2004.
Mircea Eliade: The Forge and the Crucible: The Origins and the Structures of Alchemy, The University of Chicago Press, 1978.
 
Additional reading:
· Magic in Theory and Practice by Aleister Crowley:
http://www.pktluke.szm.com/download/Aleister_Crowley_-_Magic_In_Theory_And_Practice.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
· Yamblichus, On the Mysteries:
http://www.platonic-philosophy.org/files/Iamblichus%20-%20On%20the%20Mysteries.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
E.R. Dodds, The Greeks and the irrational:
https://archive.org/stream/E.R.DoddsTheGreeksAndTheIrrational/E.R.Dodds_The%20Greeks%20and%20the%20Irrational_djvu.txt (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
 Frances Yates, Giordano Bruno and the Hermetic Tradition, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1964: http://tarothermeneutics.com/classes/waite-trinick/books/Francis-a-Yates-Giordano-Bruno-and-the-Hermetic-Tradition.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
Frances Yates, The Rosicrucian Tradition:
http://www.serenitystreetnews.com/HERSTORY%20CRAMNOTES/5dterra%20NOTES%20AUDIO%20VIDEO/ebooks/144000/Frances%20Yates%20-%20The%20Occult%20Philosophy%20in%20the%20Elizabethan%20Age%20-%20Routledge.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
· Alice A.Bailey, A Treatise on White Magic, 1979 ( Lucis Trust):
https://www.lucistrust.org/online_books/a_treatise_on_white_magic_obooks (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
· Henry Cornelius Agrippa, Occult Philosophy of Magic, Chicago, Hahn&Whitehead, 1898:
https://classicalastrologer.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/cu31924028928236.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
· Helena Blavatsky:
 
The Secret Doctrine: The Synthesis of Science, Religion, and Philosophy (Pdf):
https://www.holybooks.com/wp-content/uploads/The-Secret-Doctrine-by-H.P.-Blavatsky.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 Isis Unveiled: http://blavatskyarchives.com/theosophypdfs/blavatsky_isis_unveiled_volume_1.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
The Voice of the Silence: https://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/voice/VoiceoftheSilence_eBook.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
·      Papus, Elementary Treatise on Practical Magic,  2017.
· Cunningham's Encyclopedia of Magical Herbs, Llewellyn Publications; 2012;
https://memberfiles.freewebs.com/81/39/52093981/documents/Encyclopedia%20of%20Magical%20Herbs%20-%20Scott%20Cunningham.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
· Cunningham's encyclopedia of crystal gem & metal magic, Llewellyn Publications, 2012:
file:///Users/liliacastle/Desktop/cunningham-scott-encyclopedia-of-crystal-gem-and-metal-magic.pdf
 
· Éliphas Lévi, The history of magic:
http://www.thenewchurchofsatan.com/docs/the%20history%20of%20magic.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
· Eliphas Levi, Transcendental magic, its doctrine and ritual: https://archive.org/stream/transcendentalma00leviuoft/transcendentalma00leviuoft_djvu.txt (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
· The Book of Ceremonial Magic by Arthur Waite, London, 1911:
http://www.iapsop.com/ssoc/1911__waite___book_of_ceremonial_magic.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
 
· Bonewits, Isaac, Real Magic, Red Wheel, 1989.
· Budge W. Amulets and Talismans. Citadel Press Books, 1968.
· Sholem G. Kabbalah. N.Y.: A Meridian Book, 1974.
· Evans-Pritchard E. E. Witchcraft, Oracles and Magic among the Azande. Oxford, 1937.
· Greek Magic: Ancient, Medieval And Modern / Ed. J.C.B. Petropoulos. L., N.Y.: Routledge, 2008.
· Ennemoser J. History of Magic 2 vols. L., 1854.
· Hutton R. Triumph of the Moon: A History of Pagan Witchcraft. Oxford et. al., 1999.
· Kieckhefer R. Magic in the Middle Ages. Cambridge et al.: Cambridge University Press, 1990.
· Butler A. Victorian Occultism and the Making of Modern Magic: Invoking tradition. L.: Palgrave McMillan, 2011.
· Godwin J. The Theosophical Enlightenment. N.Y.: SUNY Press, 1994. Faivre A. Western Esotericism: A Concise Story. N.Y.: SUNY Press, 2010. Hanegraaff W. J.
· Hanegraaff W. J. Esoterism and the Academy: Rejected Knowledge in Western Culture.
Cambridge University Press, 2012.
· Monod P. K. Solomon’s Secret Arts: The Occult in the Age of Enlightenment. New Haven, L.: Yale University Press, 2013.
· New Age Religion and Western Culture: Esotericism in the Mirror of Secular Thought. Leiden et al.: Brill, 1996.
· Wilby E. Cunning Folk and Familiar Spirits: Shamanistic Visionary Traditions in Early Modern British Witchcraft and Magic. Brighton et al.: Sussex Academic Press, 2010.
· Throndyke L. A History of Magic and Experimental Science During the first thirteen centuries of our era. N. Y., L.: Columbia University Press, vols. 1-2, 1923.
· Nigel Pennick. The Book of Primal Signs. The High Magic of Symbols: https://vk.com/doc13375874_437883770?hash=73f5a9b8e28248d5ea&dl=cad4b418ad94de7bf5 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.
· Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late AntiqueWorld / ed. S. Noegel et al. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2003.
· Dean Radin (Chief Scientist at the Institute of Noetic Sciences (IONS) and Distinguished Professor at the California Institute of Integral Studies), Real Magic: Ancient Wisdom, Modern Science, and a Guide to the Secret Power of the Universe, Harmony,
· Walker D. P. Spiritual and demonic magic from Ficino to Campanella. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2000.
· Hanegraaff W. The Trouble with Images: Anti-Image Polemics and Western Esotericism // Polemical Encounters: Esoteric Discourse and Its Others. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2007. P. 107-136.
· Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: Ancient Greece and Rome / ed. B. Ankarloo and S. Clark, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999.
· Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: The Period of Witch Trials. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002.
· Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: The Middle Ages. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002.
· Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: Biblical and Pagan Societies. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999.
· Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: The Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999.
· Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: The Twentieth Century. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999.
· Greenwood S. Anthropology of Magic. Bloomsbury, 2009.
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
 
· 4 graded Seminars
· short presentations & discussions
· individual written assignments on various topics;
· Mid-term exam;
· Final Project.
 
The final project could be done individually, or in group ( students’ choice). It will include:
 
· The paper with the results of students’ research on the topic provided by the instructor (5-7 pages, endnotes, bibliography);
· Students’ PP presentation on the topic of their research (5-8 minute, 15 slides with images, plus any number of slides with the explanations. Instruction on how to do a good PP will be provided by the instructor);
· A short video on the topic of the research (5-7) min). Students can make a video by themselves; their creativity will add points to their grades. 
· Reading:Students have to prepare outlines for each seminar and actively participate in all seminars in order to receive a good grade for the course (you do not have to submit the outline to the instructor; it is your notes for the discussion).
· Attendance: Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused four missing classes and class disruptionsduring the lecture up to one letter grade.
 
MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:
Educate for formation in faith;
The method of the course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for each one of them. The understanding that   the development of man means the development of his spiritual self, the increase of the divine in his nature and the presence of this idea in religions increases the validity of faith for them. From the recognition of ancient views students ascend toward Christian religion thus acknowledging the hierarchy which brings them to the top of it toward the Transcendent.
Provide for an integral quality education; Educate for adaptation and change; Educate for family spirit; Educate for service, justice and peace.
The content of the course opens the awareness of the plurality of the religious traditions; teaches to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views . Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of different religions were/are expressed in various aspects of human life.
 
Course Grading:
 All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:
Midterm-20%
Final project- 30%
Individual written assignments- 20%
Seminars-20%
Discussions- 10%
 
90-100             A                   
80-89               B                                           
70-79               C                   
60-69               D                   
Below 60         F
 
COURSE SCHEDULE:
 
WEEK 1. Jan. 14-16-18  
Particular features of the religious world view. Religious experience. Sacred Space. Chaos and Cosmos. Cosmogony. Axius Mundi. Cosmic Mountain. The World Tree.
Homework: Eliade (Handouts)
 
WEEK 2.  Jan. 23-25
 SEMINAR 1
· Sacred Time. Profane duration and sacred Time. Annual Repetition of the Creation. Regeneration through return to the time of origin. Myth & Ritual. Magical cure.
· Homework: Eliade (Handouts)
 
WEEK 3   Jan.28-30- Feb 1
SEMINAR 2
· Magic as a part of ethno-religious traditions, political and social phenomenon. Magic The function of magic in archaic societies; the formation of ancient religions. Professional magicians. Phenomenon of shamanism. Siberian Shamanism; shamanic Initiation. Magical symbolism & Magical techniques (Magic Drums; Celestial Journey; Ascent by the Rainbow & Descend to the Underworld; ’Boat of the Dead”; ‘Otherworld journeys’; ‘Magical Heat’; The Bridge”; The Ladder; Sickness and Dreams).
Who could become a Shaman?
Homework:  Ch. II, III, Ch. V, VI, IX; Handouts
 
 WEEK 4   Feb 4-6-8
 
 Scientific approach toward studies of magic. The Concepts of magic.
Magic as a scientific category. The problem of differentiation of magic and science. J. Frazer, E. Durkheim, C. Taylor, L. Levy-Bruhl. Magic as an “alternative technology” (Jose Ortega Y Gasset); magic as a form of communication (L. Wittgenstein); magic as a world-view (M. Eliade, L. Levy-Bruhl). Magic as psychotechnics. Esoteric concepts of XIX c. and the difference between magic and other forms of esoterism. Magic as a part of the development of European Science (F. Yates). The main categories of the “magic consciousness”. Magic according to its functions: defensive, healing, malevolent; magic within social context: for love, war, for ruling class; economic aspect of magic: for fishing, hunting, agrarian, activity. 

WEEK 5   Feb 11-13-15
 
· Archeological findings of prehistoric magic sites and the problem of their interpretation.
Homework: Handouts; video materials
 
WEEK 6.   Feb 18-20-22
 
 Magic in Ancient Egypt:
· Egypt as a kingdom of magicians. The texts of Pyramids and the Book of the Dead; Magic in Egyptian Mythology. Egyptian legitimate magic. Hermetic Tradition and its connection with magic and the world culture. The influence of Egyptian magic on late antiquity. First medical Books; Pharaonic Medicine Papyrus.
 
WEEK 7  Feb 25-27- Mar 1

SEMINAR 3
· Magic and medicine in Mesopotamia and Asia Minor. Magic in Sumer-Akkadian epics. Legitimate and illegitimate magical practice: Codex Hammurabi; Biblical texts. Magic & Medicine of Babylon. Physicians. Astrology of Mesopotamia and its influence on eastern and western mysticism and medical practice.
 Homework: Ch. XI; Handouts
 
WEEK 8.  March 4-6-8
 
Magic in the cultures of pre-Columbian America. Shamanism in North and South America. Shamanism in Oceania.
 

WEEK 9.   March 11-13-15 

The search for Immortality in Ancient China. Chinese Alchemy. The healing power of nature, stones and herbs. Magic and Healing practices of India.
Eliade, “The Forge and the Crucible”, pp.109-127; pp.127-142
 
WEEK 10   Mar 18-20-22
Magic arts in Irish folk tales; Ogham and the Celtic Tree Oracle. Druids as Celtic magicians. Runic magic. Magic arts reflected in Icelandic sagas and Edda. Magic of ancient Slavs. Ecstatic practices in pre-Christian culture of Europe. Modern science and interest in pre-Christian magic and medical practices. 
 
Midterm
 
MAR 25-29 SPRING BREAK
 
WEEK 11   April  1-3-5
Magic and an art of divination in Etruscan culture and its continuity in antiquity. Magic and medicine in ancient Greece. Magicians of antiquity. Roman agricultural magic. The proscription of magic in Roman law (Lex Cornelia) Magic in Late antiquity: Pliny the Elder, Seneca, Sextus Empiricus, Plutarch, Apuleius. Greek Magic Papyruses.  The synthesis of philosophy and religion in Neoplatonism: Theurgy (Iamblichus, Proclus); “Chaldean Oracles”. Kabbalah. Gnostics artefacts and magic in apocrypha.
Homework: Ch.XI   Handouts
 
WEEK 12    8-10-12
Fathers of Church on magic (heresiologists, Tertullian, Augustine, Origen). Neoplatonism and Hermetism in Islamic culture of VIII-X cc. Islamic tales about Harran and Sabeans-magicians living there. Arabic magic literature and its influence on European grimoires. The relations of Islamic esoterism and magic. Natural ( magic natural) and demonic magic in Europe. Magic heritage of antiquity in Byzantium. Treaties on the healing powers of plants, animal parts, and minerals. Medieval necromancy. Witchcraft prosecution in Europe.
SEMINAR 4
WEEK 13.  15-17-19
 Magic in Esoteric tradition from XVII c. to modernity.
Marcilio Ficino, Neoplatonism and Hermetic enlightenment in XVII. Associations of magicians, alchemists, astrologists and secret societies. The first synthesis of magic as a part of esoteric complex. Pico della Mirandola, Johann Reuhlin and Kabbalah. Deconstruction of magic in new Time; magic and mesmerism (Cagliostro, St. Germain).
Romantic movement and its interest toward magic. Magic and: theosophy, spiritualism, masons. Eliphaz Levi and occultism. The Hermetic order of the Golden Dawn; (its predecessors: Societas Rosicruciana, Fratres Lucis ); its influence on modern magic practice. The “History of magic” as the main narrative of the magic renaissance. Phenomenon of „magic religiosity“in modern time.  Magic in secular context of modernity: art, media, pop-culture, entertainment industry.
 


WEEK 14.   Apr 22-24-26
STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION of their FINAL project
 
WEEK 15   April 29-May 1-3
STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION of their FINAL project
 
Course summary:
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