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Spring 2018

COURSE SYLLABUS 

Course                                     RE 103 01
Day/Time/Place:	            MWF 9:30 - 10:20 Henry 210
Instructor:                                Dr. Lilia Castle                               
Office Hours:		      	 MW 2:30-4:30 (or, by an appointment)
Phone:			     	739-4628 off
E-mail:                                     lcastle@chaminade.edu;
 


Course Description:
The course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world. The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world. Using am experiential approach, and the classroom as a space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one’s own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community.

Program Learning Outcomes:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;
1. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
1. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;
1. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 
1. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
1. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

Course Learning Outcomes:

Upon the completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:

1. Knowledge of the origins of different religious traditions,  their historical development and their relationship with Christianity (PLO  2)
2. Knowledge of the central concepts of the major world religions  and an ability to compare their central ideas  with the ideas of Christian tradition (PLO2) 
3. An understanding of the sacred sense of religious myth and religious ritual in all religious traditions.
4. An ability to analyze the impact of religions on moral and social life of different nations and compare it with the Christian tradition (PLO3)
5. An understanding of the central role religions play in the formation and transmission of cultures (PLO 5)
6.	An understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).

Marianist Educational  Philosophy
The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

Educate for formation in faith;
Provide for an integral quality education;
Educate for family spirit;
Educate for service, justice and peace;
Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith
The method of the course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for each one of them. The understanding that   the development of man means the development of his spiritual self, the increase of the divine in his nature and the presence of this idea in world religions increases the validity of faith for them. 
From the recognition of symbols through the students ascend toward symbolism of life and ultimately toward the religious symbolism thus acknowledging the hierarchy which brings them to the top of it toward the Transcendent.

Provide for an integral quality education
The content of the course opens the awareness of the plurality of the religious traditions; teaches to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views. Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of world religions were/are expressed in art, literature and various aspects of political and social life 

Educate for family spirit
The developing through the course the understanding of the religion as a unity of men with each other and all men within Transcendent intends to build the awareness of the necessity of faith as an instrument for the achievement of such a unity.

Educate for service, justice and peace
Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both theoretical and personal point of view the values  people have in relation to Justice our global era. Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, the kinds of values and their hierarchy with reference to the possibility of their realization through Justice. 

Educate for adaptation and change
This course will help students to understand how important in our time to recognize the existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. IN order to adjust to fluidity of life it is important for students to learn from this course about permanence and change of human values in different cultures, their competition for dominance, their circulation and dissemination. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and other activities. All class activities; discussions and assignments are graded, so the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and class disruptions during the lecture up to one letter grade for each four missing classes or irrelevant conversations during the lecture. The class follows the university policy.  

Assessment:
Students’ performance will be assessed through four exams (including midterm and final); pre/post test, and graded seminars and discussions.  

Exams: NO MAKE-UP for missed exams will be given, unless a letter verifying an emergency is provided through the dean’s office. Student then will have to take an alternative test.

Discussions: All discussions/seminars are graded.

· Course Grading:

All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:
Three intermediate tests- 120%  
Final -      60% 
Discussions, class activities - 20%

180-200		 A		
160-179		 B				
130-159		 C	            
100-129		 D		
Below 100     	             F                 	
	         				
				`		`		           
Course Text:
"Experiencing the World Religions" by Michael Molloy. Sixth Edition, Mc Graw Hill Higher Education.. Sixth edition, CREATE.

Additional Reading will be provided by the instructor.







COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Lectures;
Class assignments
	Homework  assignments

	Week 1 
Jan. 17-19
	· Introduction to the course requirements. 
· Theories of the origin of religion. 
· Symbolism in Religion.
· The mutual features of ancient Religions: Sacred Time & Space; Myth and Ritual.

Class Discussions: 
Interpretation of religious symbols; the origin of religions; sacred time and space.

	Read- textbook: Chapters 1,2, handouts


	Week 2 
Jan.
22-24-26


	· Sumerian Religion: Cosmogony. The major deities. The representation of the Underworld.  
· Sumerian Cosmogenesis & Anthropogenesis in Enuma Elish & Epic of Gilgamesh

	Homework: Read Epic of Gilgamesh; interpret the symbolic meaning of the images in this text. 
Bring your notes to the class for the discussion


	Week 3 

Jan.29-31 Feb 2
	
· Class discussion of the Gilgamesh 
· The Representation of the Great Flood in Ancient religions.

· Review for the TEST1 

· TEST 1 on the mutual features of religions; the sacred time and space; the Epic of Gilgamesh.
· 
	
Homework: read handouts; answer the questions; prepare notes for the discussion

	Week 4 

Feb 5-7-9
	

· Hinduism. Ancient Harappa culture.
· Aryans. 
· Vedic religion. 
· Upanishads. 
· Brahman. Atman. Maya. 
· Concepts of karma, rebirth, moksha.
	
Prepare for the test: Handouts; Study Guide 

Homework: textbook-Chapter 3.

	Week 5 

Feb
12-14-16
	
· The major gods of Hinduism
· Bhagavad-Gita.                 

Class Discussion: excerpts from
Bhagavad-Gita.


	
Homework: Chapter3; handouts, prepare for the discussion.                       

	Week 6 
Feb
19-21-23


	· Buddhism. Four Noble Truths. 
· Mahayana Buddhism. Zen Buddhism. Tibetan Buddhism.
· Buddhism on Wealth and Poverty.
· Lecture: Jainism and Sikhism:.
· The origin, the key beliefs and ethical practices 

Discussion 

· Review for the test.


	
Homework Ch. 4; handouts     


Prepare for the test: Ch.3,4, handouts                  







	Week 7
Feb26-28-
Mar2
	
DAY 1 – TEST 2 ON HINDUISM AND BUDDHISM

· Ancient China. Chinese Moral Universe. Interconnectedness. Wisdom. 

	
 



Homework: Ch.6




	Week 8 
March
5-7-9
	· Daoism. Confucianism.
· Harmony.
Class activity: reading &discussion of the “Analects" by Confucius

	
Homework: Ch.6; handouts


	Week 9 
March
12-14-16
	· Shinto. Origin. Historical development.
· Nature and Morality.
· Beauty and Purity.
· The virtue in Eastern and Western traditions 

· Japanese religion in Art and Literature.

	Homework: Ch.7
 handouts

	
Mar 10
19-21-23

	
· Review for the test 3.

· TEST 3 ON CHINESE AND JAPANESE RELIGIOUS VIEWS.

	

	
Mar 26-30
	

Spring Break

	

	Week 11
April  
2-4-6
	

· Judaism: the major beliefs and practices.
· Jewish mysticism
	Homework: Ch.8
Discussion; prepare to answer questions on the video on Judaism

	Week 12
9-11-13

	· Christianity. 
· Monasticism. 
· Mysticism.
	Homework: Handouts; Chapter 9

	Week 13 
April 
16-18-20
	· Christian Ideas in Visual Art.

· Christian views on Free Will; Evil; Faith and Reason; Sacred and profane; Love and Death: Class Discussion.
	
Handouts

	

Week 14
Apr 
23-25-27

	
· Islam. Sunni and Shiite
· Five Pillars of Islam

· Islamic mysticism

	
Homework: Chapter 10; handouts




	
Week 15
April 30-May2-4
	.

· Discussion on Islamic arts and poetry
· Review for the final test 4


	
Prepare for the test



Final Exam- 



1

