Course Syllabus for Pacific History 452
History 452

Premodern Pacific Islands History
Days/Time:  
TBD
                              


Office: 739-851 

Place: 

TBD





email: fbailey@chaminade.edu

Professor: 
Dr. Frank Bailey                                               
Office Hours: Tue/Thur 1130-1230

 

Course Description:

Welcome to the study of Pacific Island history! This course will examine the Pacific Islands' and it’s peoples’ pasts from human beings' first entry to the Pacific through the global conquest of the “West” during the age of colonial and imperial expansion.  This course will focus on the themes of cultural contact and cross-cultural history.  The first part of this course is designed to discuss life in the Pacific prior to western contact.  In the second half of this course, as western civilization and governments moved into the Pacific, we will discuss a culture familiar to us yet foreign and devastating to those we have been studying.  Through island navigators, sacred queens, European explorers, Polynesian Monarchs, Micronesian chiefs, Melanesian big men, whalers, traders, missionaries, planters, beachcombers, some of the major actors of the Pacific’s history of cross-cultural contact, we will examine this dynamic, exciting, and greatly ignored or misunderstood drama of clashing worlds. 

The intellectual and political concerns surrounding the doing of history in the Pacific are challenging yet fascinating. One of the problems confronting the student of Pacific Islands history is that most of the available written record has been created by outsiders, by non-Pacific Islanders.  As such these accounts tell us more of the culture that formed the author rather than the object of his (for there were few women writers) fascination and observation.  The accuracy and reliability of outside scholars, then, is a topic that will concern us throughout this course. We will also take into consideration the strong link that exists between the past and the present in any historical consciousness, and to the different definitions, purposes, presentations, and methods of inquiry that history has in different cultural settings. As such we will come to understand what history in the Pacific is, how it differs from the history practiced in the West and how that history has served to shape opinion and define the reality of most pacific Islanders.  Above all else this is a course designed to look at history through a cultural perspective.  As such it is our goal to learn more about the cultures, indigenous and not, that have, and still, define the Pacific. 

Books: We will be using but not required to purchase

 
Greg Dening, Islands and Beaches

Marshall Sahlins, How Natives Think
Course and Program Learning Outcomes:  
At the conclusion of this course each student will understand and evaluate
· how different cultures throughout the Pacific have approached the universal challenges of survival and prosperity

· change, continuity and causality by employing chronology as well as cause and effect in Pacific History

· how history is not simply things that happened in the past, but the study of a knowable past and there for greatly impacted by the perspectives and ideologies of the present and as such subject to multiple interpretations

· the forces that contributed to the birth of Imperialism and Colonialism in the Pacific

In addition, while gaining a better understanding of the world we live in this course is focused on developing critical skills that are necessary for your further development as a student and a person within this increasingly global community.  As such this course also seeks to develop better 

· Critical thinking

· Comprehensive reading,

· Analytical reasoning 

General Education Learning Outcomes:

Finally, at the conclusion of this course the student will understand and evaluate

· Education for Adaptation and Change through the examination of the settling of the Pacific and the birth of thousands of communities and cultural groups across the largest geographical region on the planet, we will discuss how the first inhabitants of the Pacific adapted to the challenges of settling such a large and at times unforgiving region.  In addition, this course will examine the birth of colonialism and imperialism and how these islands communities were forced to adapt and change to the arrival of the global community

· Education of Family Spirit through the examination of traditional Pacific Islands cultures, their concepts of family and their relationship to the land, each other, and their communities
Learning Outcome Assessments:
In order to assess the program, course and general education learning outcomes addressed in this course two pretests and posttests will be administered with questions addressing each.  The PLOs exams will consist of 10 questions.  Our desired goal is that at the conclusion of the course 80% of the class will achieve 80% or better on the posttest.  The GELO will also consist of a 10 question.  As with the PLOs our desired goal is 80% of the class achieves 80% or better on the posttest.  (See the attached assessment tool)
Course Requirements: 

This course is structured to allow for group discussion regarding the materials read. The course is designed around assigned readings, the assigned texts as well as many handouts, and our reactions to those readings. As such it is imperative you keep up with the assigned readings for they compose the majority of this course’s material.  The course is divided into ten modules that cover the desired materials that we will examine over the duration of the semester.  During the course you shall be responsible for 10 quizzes, 2 exams and 10 discussion posts.  

Discussions:   Each module we will have a reading assignment.  You are required to post at 
least one response each week to the materials you just read.  These discussions are used to ensure you are keeping up with the readings and will count as your “attendance.”  If you miss three posts you will lose a letter grade.

Quizzes:  Throughout the course there will be ten 5 question quizzes to ensure a certain amount of content has been acquired from the assigned reading.  These questions are multiple choice and will be worth 2 points per question.

Exam:  Your 2 exams will consist of 50 questions and is cumulative.  

Grading: 

There are no curves in this course. Grades shall be assessed through the points you earn.  Each quiz is worth 10 points for a total of 100 points. The final exam and midterm are worth 100 points each and your discussion posts are worth 10 points each for 100 points.  The grading goes as follows: You will notice there are only 9 sections yet 100 for quiz and discussions … consider this extra credit for my OCD.  There are 400 possible points for the course.
A = 400-360
B = 359-320 
C = 319-280 
D = 279-240 
F = anything below 240 point will receive and F for the course
Attendance: 

I expect all students to be on time and in attendance at all class sessions. Though class participation is not afforded a point total it does factor greatly into your grade and your ability to do well on the exams. 

Course Outline: 

Module 1


· The Challenges of Studying Pacific History

Module 2 

· Islands of History? Islands without history? 

· Orality and Pacific pasts the use of Ethnographic history to study the Pacific 
Module 3

· The Pacific Setting 

· The peopling of the Pacific 

Module 4
· Indigenous Systems 
Module 5

· The European Age of Exploration
Module 6

· Agents of Colonialism
· Explorers, Beachcombers, Merchants and Missionaries 
· Pacific Islander Missionaries 

Module 7

· Death and Dispossession 

· Depopulation among the Pacific Islanders 
Module 8
· The Death of Captain Cook in Hawai'i 
· The Mutiny on the HMS Bounty 
· Impact of Tahiti

Module 9

· Empire Building
· The Colonial Scramble 

· Church and State in Tonga, Figi, Hawaii

Module 10

· Colonized Realities 

· Pacific Labor Trade

· Utu
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