CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY -OF HONOLULU
RE 346-90 -04: Influential Women in Christianity (3 credits)
Chuuk Fall Day Session: August 24
Classroom/Meeting: T/TH 7-8:20 pm

Instructor:  Dr. Regina Pfeiffer
Email: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu 

Course Overview

Catalog Description: This course surveys the life and work of especially significant women in Christianity with an emphasis on the Catholic Church. Analytical discussion employing socio-cultural, philosophical, theological, and feminist approaches will help students to understand how women have been perceived in Christian history and literature. The struggles and successes of these women will exemplify how strong faith can overcome obstacles based on stereotypes and other images.  

Prerequisites:  RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies Formation in Faith GE

Orientation: Students will engage in the study of Christian women from various periods of time and how they meet the needs of their society.

Methodology:  This course will be delivered entirely online via the course management system Canvas (http://chaminade.instructure.com) The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 

Required Texts: 
· Bible – one of the following versions: New American, New Revised Standard with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem with Apocrypha
· Heidish, Marcy. Defiant Daughters:  Christian Women of Conscience, Liguori Pub., Liguori, MI, 2010.  ISBN-978-0-7648-1950-6
· Other materials as posted on the Canvas board

Course Requirements: 
· Access to Canvas
· Familiarity with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint

If there are any problems with online access, email will be used. 

Technical Assistance:
Chaminade University Helpdesk: Email: helpdesk@chaminade.edu. Phone: (808) 735-4855
Canvas Support: Email: support@instructure.com   Phone Hotline: (844) 358-6881
Library:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library

Course Objectives

LEARNING OUTCOMES

General Education Learning Outcomes (GELO’s)
The Value Learning Outcome students will gain from this course lies under the category of Education for Formation in Faith, of the Marianist Values.
	The student will integrate faith and reason as complementary methods to explore questions of ultimate reality, leading to enhanced social awareness and service for peace and justice.



Program Learning Outcomes (PLO’s)
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will be able to: 
	1
	Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience.

	2
	Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society.

	3
	Employ understanding of interfaith traditions and behavior to Christian moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values.

	4
	Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism.



Course Learning Outcomes (CLO’s)
On completion of this course, students will be able to:
	1
	Identify the essential roles and the play of faith in the significant women who are honored in Christian history and literature.

	2
	Understand the influences of culture, religion and social reform movements that led to how these women faced difficulties of their time.

	3
	Explain how the work of these women are examples of peace and social justice to Marianist values and mission as presented in Chaminade Core Academic Beliefs.

	4
	Evaluate the causes and effects of faith, obstacles, and personal dilemmas that have impacts on the success of these women.



Marianist Values
The Characteristics of Marianist Education as applied to this course.
	1
	Formation in Faith
‘Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit)
	Women of every generation have faced difficulties and challenges. How faith has served them in meeting those problems is central to their response and actions.

	2
	Provide an Integral, Quality Education
‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge)
	Studies of these women are meant to weave a mat of knowledge that gives us examples of how we can respond or meet our personal and societal challenges.

	3
	Educate in Family Spirit
‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values)
	

	4
	Educate for Service, Justice and Peace
‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty
	

	5
	Educate for Adaptation and Change
‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching)
	



Alignment of Learning Outcomes:
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STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:
This course is organized according to material from your text and other reading assignments that will be on CANVAS. You should be aware of these requirements. If you need assistance, please contact me at rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu and the TA assigned for your course.

· Attendance as required at CCPI
· Teaching assistant (TA) will take roll each time class meets.
· If TA is not present, instructor will check CANVAS for your attendance that day. It tells the instructor what day you went online and what you looked at.
· Textbook and other reading assignments: Reading Reflection discussion boards
· You are to post one question or comment per reading assignment. 
· I will answer the question and define or explain the words.
· You are to reply to me as well for full points. (You ask, I answer. Then you let me know if you understand). You post two times.
· Engaged discussion boards.
· The board will have a choice of questions. Answer one of them. 
· Then, reply to one of your classmates’ answer on the board using any of these ideas or questions:
· Do you agree and why? 
· Do you think they need to explain more? 
· What did they teach you?
· What might be another way to think about it or answer?
· Since I am not there, this is the way I can “hear” how you share with each other by reading your replies to each other.
· If I ask you a question about what you wrote in your post, you are to answer the question to me.
· Group activities as assigned by instructor
· TA will give your group its assignment.
· The group gives the completed assignment to the TA to scan and send to instructor… or
· Sometimes, the group will post the completed assignment on CANVAS. Only one person per group needs to post the group’s work.
· PowerPoint assignment
· Each of you will be selecting a Christian woman from the list provided. You will be looking up about this woman and sharing what you learn. In other words, you are teaching us about her.
· Quizzes
· Most of these will be to see if you understand the words used. 
GRADES:
Each activity will have points assigned to it. The instructor has the right to adjust and/or add the number of assignments. 
· Reading Reflection board: 1-3 points. (No more than two points if you do not reply to me, the instructor). 
· Engaged Discussion Boards will vary and will have a total number for that board. If you do not reply to a classmate, you will lose either one or more points from possible amount.  
· PowerPoint: 20 points.
· Quiz: 20 points. 

At the end of the semester, the total number of points will be added. Your grade will be based on the percentage of points you have earned throughout the term. 

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
· 90-100 percent of possible points will be an “A.” 
· 80-89 percent of possible points will be a “B.” 
· 70-79 percent of possible points will be a “C.”

Late Work: Students are expected to assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Points will be deducted for late posts and assignments if not completed within a week after the assignment is due.

Important notices
ADA Accommodations:

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through CCPI.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator or appropriate person at CCPI. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the appropriate person at CCPI.

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).



WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Dates are purposely omitted in case changes are needed. Class meets twice weekly on Tuesday and Thursday except for local holidays.

	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments – 
Woman/Women identified may be changed or others added. 

	Week 1

	Introduction
	

	Week 2

	Women in Jesus’ time
	Mary, the mother of Jesus,
Martha
Mary Magdalene

Bible passages will be posted online

	Week 3

	Women in early Christian movement 
	Phoebe and Junia

Bible passages and other readings will be posted online


	Week 4

	Women of Early Christianity:
Martyrs
	Perpetua of Carthage 
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p. 143-152)


	Week 5

	Women of Faith
	Egeria – reading assignment on line

	Week 6
	Women of the Medieval Ages
	Joan of Arc: 
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p. 3-12

	Week 7
	Women of the late Middle Ages - Monastic
	St. Theresa of Avila 
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p. 153-161

	Week 8
	Women of the Renaissance and Reformation
	Anne Askew
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p.73-82

	Week 9
	Women of the Great Awakening
	Rebecca Nurse
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p.83-92

	Week 10

	Women of the Enlightenment
	Elizabeth Seton
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p.163-172

	Week 11

	Women of the Industrial Age
	Florence Nightingale
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p.173-182

	Week 12

	Women of the Eastern Orthodox Tradition: Saints and Marian-Devotion 
	Maria Skobtsova of Latvia
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p. 113-121

	Week 13
	Women of Asia
	Satoko Kitahara
Textbook Defiant Daughters Heidish: p.

	Week 14

	PowerPoint presentations 

	Week 15
	Final thoughts and final essay
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