RE 301 Jesus, God and Man
Fall Day 2022
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CLASS DAY AND TIME:	T/Th 11:30 am. -12:50 pm
					Library 102
INSTRUCTOR:			Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
OFFICE PHONE:			(808) 739-8536
OFFICE HOURS			MWF 8:30-10 am; 
					Th 1-2:30 pm
E-MAIL:				rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
(Use student email or internal mail in Canvas for all course related communications)
*Email must come from your Chaminade University email account to ensure that it is answered.  Email from other accounts may be inadvertently deleted without reading.


COURSE TEXTBOOKS:	
Understanding Jesus: Christology from Emmaus to Today by Christopher McMahon, Anselm Academic, 2013

Students should have access to the Bible as well. 
Preferred versions: New American Bible, (usccb.org/bible) and on biblegateway.com: New Revised Standard Version

DESCRIPTION AND LEARNNG OUTCOMES:
Description: Students will explore the Jesus of History & the Christ of Faith with consideration given to the varied perspectives of the church’s living-faith tradition. Students will study contemporary controversies that pertain to the meaning, person and story of Jesus of Nazareth. Special attention will be given to understanding the applicability of Jesus’ message and spirit for our global human predicament. Offered annually. 


COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of (PLO): 

At the end of this course, students should be able to (CLO)
· Describe some of the key ways in which Jesus’ humanity and divinity are experienced and serve as foundational to Christian belief; 
· Explain the relationship of Jesus first as a son of the Jewish tradition and later as the kerygma or message of subsequent believers; 
· Correlate Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God to the religious values and practices that foster personal growth and contribute to the formation of globally aware and ethically engaged citizens reflective of the Marianist tradition;
· Evaluate the importance of Jesus as central to Christian belief in contrast to central beliefs of other world religions.
 
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research;
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society;
· understanding of the subject matter from different perspectives.

ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”   
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.

Explicit outcome from these Marianist characteristics and Hawaiian correlations:
1. Formation in Faith, Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit)–Faith is more than believing in religion, God, or Ultimate. It involves developing relationships beyond oneself. Jesus serves as a model of faith who extends his relationship with God to his interaction with others. 
2. Provide a quality, integral education, ‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge)– This course allows students to explore the dynamics first of Jesus and his life, then of how his life affected others. It bases this exploration on several sources beginning with an oral tradition and how the view of who Jesus is can be shaped in response to various contexts throughout history.
3. Educate in the Family Spirit, ‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values) – Family spirit means that we work together toward building up each other’s capacity to learn and to think critically. It involves respect and listening. Family spirit also correlates to Jesus’ teaching of the Kingdom as a community.
4. Educate for service, justice and peace, ‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty) – Service, justice and peace are integral components of Jesus’ life as well as his message of the Kingdom of God. 
5. Educate for adaptation and change, ‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching) – The expression and emphases of who Jesus is adapts to the times in which such dogma resonates with the culture and society of each generation. The core of such beliefs remains rooted in the tradition of Christianity, but recognizes the need for restatement in ways relevant to the times.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:
Students are required to:
· Attend class sessions and participate regularly in discussions and other learning activities.
· Read any and all assigned materials (Text and other reading assignments given);
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project to be provided by week two of the term and as posted on CANVAS. One option will be Service Learning, so students can determine if that option might be possible. Failure to complete Integration Project will result in receiving a grade no higher than a “C” regardless of total points or percentages of other graded activities.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The number of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible, but will be lowered based on two factors. 
· Unexcused Absences: More than three unexcused absences will result in an alpha letter grade drop. 
· Integration Project: If no Integration Project is submitted, students will receive no higher than a “C” even if percentage/points scale indicates a potentially higher grade. 

Attendance – unexcused absences 
Attendance for class is required and tracked. Students who miss more than two consecutive weeks may be dropped from the class. Note that if you DO NOT contact the instructor within a day of your absence, preferably by email, you will receive an unexcused absence. The reason for your absence should be provided in the email even if it is that you overslept or was caught in traffic. In other words, contacting the instructor is more important than why you missed class. Email is best sent either through CANVAS or by using this address: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu. 

Although your absence is excused, you will lose points for participation unless you ask the instructor for a missed class assignment.

Consecutive absences due to illness or family emergency must be verified.

Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class without notifying the instructor should consider withdrawing from the course. 

Class participation 

Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions and other learning activities while in class and points will be given based on the week. It may include a note card for the reading assignment as required by instructor or other preliminary class activities.

Several classes will require group activities. If you are surfing the internet, texting friends, checking emails or other uses for personal activities and not class pursuits during a group discussion or while watching a film, you have not actively participated and will not receive credit for participation for the week. (If you think I don’t see it, you underestimate your instructor). 

Reading reflections – Note Cards:
Reading reflections are intended to elicit a reaction by the student to the chapters from required readings. You must provide all of the following material to fulfill this requirement. You will be using these cards in classroom discussion. Failure to have your card ready will result in a deduction from your participation grade.

Students are to use a 3x5 card to give to the instructor with the following information:
On side one:
· Student name, the textbook and chapter; 
· Either ask a question about what you didn’t understand from the text or include a statement from the text that you
· found interesting and why
· didn’t understand but need to know
· agreed or disagreed with and why
· Provide page number and paragraph location.

On side two:
· Write at least three words you didn’t understand or whose definition is unclear. Write the definition of at least two of them. 

Mid-term Essay – (PLO 1, 5; CLO 2-3; Educate for Formation in Faith and Educate for Adaptation and Change; WASC Competency – Written Communication)

Your essay will be submitted on CANVAS. The purpose of the essay is to ascertain your understanding of the key components of the study of the person of Jesus and Christology.

Essay will be graded on clear thesis or claim, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. If you are quoting from the text or other sources, you must cite your resources properly using MLA, APA or CMS style. Select one citation style to use for all your assignments. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s) with version listed afterward, such as KJV, NRSV. A bibliography is not required for the essays, but Works Cited is. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

Final Quiz (PLO 1; CLO 1; Provide an Integral Quality Education; WASC Competency Information Literacy)
[bookmark: _Hlk111892894]The final exam will consist of multiple-choice questions in order for students to identify major terms and events centered on the study of Jesus. It is intended to test foundational knowledge. This exam will be administered on ground or on CANVAS at the instructor’s discretion.

Integration Project

(PLO 1,4 5; CLO 4; Educate for Service, Justice and Peace; WASC Competency: Written Communication, Critical Thinking)
The Integration Project options are mainly two: Service Learning or Correlations essay. Both will require citations from your reading assignments and/or other resources. More information about these two options will be provided by the second week of class In essence, you will be submitting a paper of a minimum of five pages. The paper will be graded on depth of answer, accuracy of the use of terms, and correlation to one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education.

Policy regarding late graded activities:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Student Assessment -- GRADES:
Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.

[bookmark: _Hlk111883931]Grade Calculation –
Grades will be based on percentage of points completed of the total possible points. However, three unexcused absences and/or failure to submit Integration Project will result in lowered alpha grade regardless of points earned and percentages.

Points will be posted on CANVAS for all assignments, including Reading Reflection. Note that there are no percentages assigned to the graded activity, only points. At the end of the term, your grade will be calculated based on the number of points you earned divide by the total possible points. CANVAS will show that as both points and percentage. 

Grade scale
A = 90-100% of total possible points
B = 80-89% of total possible points
C = 70-79% of total possible points
D = 63-69% of total possible points
F = less than 63% of total possible points

The instructor reserves the right to modify the assessments used to calculate student grades. Therefore, assignments or tests may be increased or reduced. Breakdown and scale will reflect total number of points based on actual tests and assignments. 
Important notices
ADA Accommodations
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Kokua ʻIke.

Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the Dean of Students.

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).


Days when there are no classes scheduled either due to holidays or other reasons. Any changes to schedule will be announced in a timely manner.
Sept. 5 –	Labor Day Holiday
Oct. 10 – 	Holiday
Nov. 11 – 	Veterans’ Day Holiday
Nov. 24-25 –	Thanksgiving Holiday

Class cancelled or online via CANVAS on: 
Aug. 30, Tuesday – personal reason

Other important dates: 
Aug. 30	Add/drop deadline
Sept. 23	Withdraw without record


RE 301 Fall 2022 WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Subject to revision --
	Week 
	Topic

	Reading and Assignments – subject to revision
If assigned, additional readings will be available on CANVAS.

	Week 1
Aug. 23, 25
	Welcome to RE301!
Introduction

	

	Week 2 
No class Aug. 30
Sept. 1
	Three Quests for Historical Jesus
	Rausch – “Starting Points for Christology and chapter one: “The Three Quests for the Historical Jesus”
Bring a note card on Thursday – Sept. 1 for either Starting Points or Three Quests

	Labor day Holiday – Sept. 5

	Week 3
Sept. 6, 8
	Methodological Considerations
	Rausch – Chapter two “Methodological Considerations”

	Weeks 4 and 5
Sept. 13, 15
Sept. 20, 24
	The Jewish Background
	Rausch – Chapter three “The Jewish Background”

	Week 6 
Sept. 27, 29

	Jesus and His Movement
	Rausch – Chapter four “Jesus and His Movement”

	Weeks 7 and 8
Oct. 4, 6
Oct. 11, 13,
	The Preaching and Ministry of Jesus
	Rausch – Chapter five “The Preaching and Ministry of Jesus”

	Holiday Oct. 10

	Week 9
Oct 18, 20
	The Death of Jesus
	Rausch – Chapter six “The Death of Jesus”

	Week 10
Oct. 25, 27, 
	God Raised Him from the Dead
	Rausch – Chapter seven “God Raised Him from the Dead”

	Week 11
Nov. 1, 3
	New Testament Christologies
	Rausch – Chapter eight “New Testament Christologies”

	Week 12
Nov. 8, 10
	From the New Testament to Chalcedon
	Rausch – Chapter nine “From the New Testament to Chalcedon”

	Week 13
Nov. 15, 17
	Sin and Salvation
	Rausch – Chapter ten “Sin and Salvation”

	Week 14
Nov. 22
	A Contemporary Approach to Soteriology
	Rausch – Chapter “A Contemporary Approach to Soteriology”

	Week 15
Nov. 29, Dec. 1
	Jesus and other Religions, Final thoughts
	

	“Dec. 6
	Integration Project due on CANVAS by 11:59 pm
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