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Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall 2022 DUG
Religious Studies/SHAD Division

TIME and DAYS:	On-ground T/Th 8:30-9:50 am: Section 01-1 
INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
Office PHONE:	(808) 739-8536
Office Hours:……MWF 8:30-10 am, Th. 1-2:30 pm
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu


(Use internal mail in Canvas or Chaminade email accounts for all course related communications) *Email must come from your Chaminade University email or canvas account to ensure that it is answered. 

Important Notice in response to COVID and in-person classes: As of the writing of this syllabus, masks in the classroom are optional. If that requirement changes, you will be informed.

COURSE TEXTBOOK:	Bible and….
Carmody, Timothy Reading the Bible: A Study Guide Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2004. ISBN: 9780809141890.
Paprocki, Joe. The Bible Blueprint: A Catholic Guide to Understanding and Embracing God’s Word. Chicago: Loyola Press, 2009. ISBN 9780829428984.

Students should have access to a Bible. There are several sites such as usccb.org and biblegateway.com for electronic versions. Select one of the following versions: New American Bible, Catholic Edition; New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE); New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). King James Version or New King James Version does not include the deuteron-canonical texts that may be assigned.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Ancient scriptural documents have erupted into modern controversies, ranging from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the meaning of Jesus in contemporary times. Questions concerning the creation stories, the monarchy of Israel, the movement of Jesus the Jew, the writings of Paul, and the historical and contemporary uses and abuses of the Bible will be examined in detail. Offered annually. 

This course fulfills General Education Core requirement in Catholic Intellectual Tradition for students entering Fall 2020 and later or the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement for students who entered prior to Fall 2020.

GENERAL EDUCATION CORE OUTCOMES (GECO)
Catholic Intellectual Tradition --
The student will explain faith and reason as integral to developing a Catholic sacramental perspective of the cosmos that leads to responsible action supporting social justice.

In this course, students will examine the Bible, using hermeneutical methods of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition. Students will be challenged to correlate the message of the Bible in addressing our human condition and working toward social justice as a key message of the text itself.

Religious Studies Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course at an introductory level are:

· Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience. (PLO 1)
· Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society. (PLO 2)
· Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values. (PLO 3)

The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education (MC) and Native Hawaiian Values as applied to this course.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111889880]Formation in Faith, Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a (Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit)– This course seeks to understand the Bible both as a book of faith and as a literary document that can be and should be understood in its historical context. Knowledge of the Bible’s universal aspects leads to an integration of wisdom in personal and communal life.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111889964]Provide a quality, integral education, ‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole (Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge)– In this course, students will study critically study the Bible’s main themes and message through the use of exegesis and eisegesis, learning how the text informs Truth.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111890053]Educate in the Family Spirit, ‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono (Knowledge bound in deep family values) – This course will engage students in the process of sharing information and working together in studying the Bible as a book of faith and literature with its various themes that pertain to relationship.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111890634]Educate for service, justice and peace, ‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao (Knowledge of enlightened duty) – The foundation of this course the message of the Bible that itself advocates service, justice and peace.
· Educate for adaptation and change, ‘Ike Huli Wānana (Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching) – Students will engage in the process of learning how the view and understanding of the Bible as the Word of God has addressed its original context and has sought to better express its applicability for today’s world as humanity faces various challenges that call for adaptation and change.

COURSE GOALS:
1. To study the Bible in its historical context and contemporary application in Christian religious tradition using critical biblical hermeneutical methods. (GELO Catholic Intellectual Tradition, PLO 1, MC 1, 2)
2. To examine controversial texts, events, individuals, messages, interpretations of and approaches toward scripture that excite and alarm both believers and non-believers. (GELO CIT, PLO 3 MC 3, 4, 5)
3. To encourage critical use of biblical material utilizing contemporary biblical scholarship using historical, scientific, linguistic and theological tools to gain an understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures as the sacred text of both Jews and Christians (GELO, PLO 2, MC 3)

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Identify key terms of current biblical scholarship;
2. Describe the controversies regarding biblical interpretation including multiple views regarding the texts;
3. Correlate the interpretation and application of Scripture in the Christian faith tradition to the characteristics of Marianist education;
4. Critically analyze a pericope or portion of biblical text using historical-critical methods.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:

Students are required to:
· Read any and all assigned materials (Bible, texts, and other assigned readings);
· Attend in-class sessions regularly and, if required, on CANVAS;
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project as indicated on CANVAS and in appendix to syllabus. (Failure to complete Integration Project will result in a grade no higher than a “C” regardless of other points earned in course.

Grading Policy
Points are given for attendance, participation, quizzes, and final Integration Project essay. There is no final exam for this course. Failure to submit the Integration Project will result in a grade no higher than a “C.” More than three unexcused absences will lower your grade by one alpha level.

[bookmark: _Hlk503635731]Attendance – unexcused absences
Attendance for class is required and tracked. Students who miss more than two consecutive weeks may be dropped from the class. Note that if you DO NOT contact the instructor within a day of your absence, preferably by email, you will receive an unexcused absence. The reason for your absence should be provided in the email even if it is that you overslept or was caught in traffic. In other words, contacting the instructor is more important than why you missed class. Email is best sent either through CANVAS or by using this address: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu. 

Although your absence is excused, you will lose points for participation unless you ask the instructor for a missed class assignment.

Consecutive absences due to illness or family emergency must be verified.

Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class without notifying the instructor should consider withdrawing from the course. 

Class participation
Class participation consists of actively engaging in class discussions and activities, which includes having your note card when required Points will be given based on the week. If you are surfing the internet, texting friends, checking emails or other uses for personal activities and not class pursuits during a group discussion or while watching a film, you have not actively participated and will not receive credit for participation for the week. (If you think I don’t see it, you underestimate your instructor). L

[bookmark: _Hlk111884210]Reading reflections – Note Cards:
Reading reflections are intended to elicit a reaction by the student to the chapters from the two texts and other required readings. You must provide all of the following material to fulfill this requirement. You will be using these cards in classroom discussion. Failure to have your card ready will result in a deduction from your participation grade.

Students are to use a 3x5 card to give to the instructor with the following information:
On side one:
· Student name, the textbook and chapter; 
· Either ask a question about what you didn’t understand from the text or include a statement from the text that you
· found interesting and why
· didn’t understand but need to know
· agreed or disagreed with and why
· Provide page number and paragraph location.

On side two:
· Write at least three words you didn’t understand or whose definition is unclear. Write the definition of at least two of them. 

Quizzes
Quizzes will be administered through CANVAS. There are two quizzes, both of which will be worth 20 points each and are open book.

Policy regarding late submissions for assignments:
If the activity is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Integration Project – required in order to receive an earned “A” or “B” grade.
Students will have a choice of projects, one of which is required for this course. Service Learning, essay questions and other learning opportunities will be provided to meet students’ interests and needs. Choices of Integration Project is attached here as an appendix to the syllabus and as a separate document on CANVAS. This separate document will be located on Assignments and Files pages in order for students to submit later in the term. 

If you do not complete the Integration Project, you cannot receive a grade above “C” even if the accumulated points for the term are at 80 percent or higher. That means no A or B even if your discussion board and quiz scores are in the higher percentages.

Final Grade calculation:
Grade Calculation –
Grades will be based on percentage of points completed of the total possible points. However, three unexcused absences and/or failure to submit Integration Project will result in lowered alpha grade regardless of points earned and percentages.

Points will be posted on CANVAS for all assignments, including Reading Reflection. Note that there are no percentages assigned to the graded activity, only points. At the end of the term, your grade will be calculated based on the number of points you earned divide by the total possible points. CANVAS will show that as both points and percentage. 

Grade scale
A = 90-100% of total possible points
B = 80-89% of total possible points
C = 70-79% of total possible points
D = 63-69% of total possible points
F = less than 63% of total possible points


Important notices
ADA Accommodations:

Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes and have appropriate documentation approved, please contact me. If you are unsure of what is needed, contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments for your special requirements. Once I have received notification, we will work on adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:


Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).

Days when there are no classes scheduled either due to holidays or other reasons. Any changes to schedule will be announced in a timely manner.
Sept. 5 –	Labor Day Holiday
Oct. 10 – 	Holiday
Nov. 11 – 	Veterans’ Day Holiday
Nov. 24-25 –	Thanksgiving Holiday

Class cancelled or online via CANVAS on: 
Aug. 30, Tuesday – personal reason

Other important dates: 
Aug. 30	Add/drop deadline
Sept. 23	Withdraw without record


Course Schedule: Subject to Revision

	Dates: 
	Topic
	Biblical passages will be provided on Discussion Boards.

Reading Assignment from texts. Paprocki book is Blueprint. Carmody’s text is Reading. 

	Aug. 23-25 
	Introduction
	Blueprint Chapter one

	Aug. 30 – No class session
Sept. 1
	Biblical foundations
	Blueprint Chapter two and three

	Sept. 6-8
(Sept. 5 Labor Day Holiday)
	Modern Scholarship
	Reading Chapter one
Blueprint Chapter four to “Highlights of the Old Testament” 

	Sept. 13-15
	Overview of the Old Testament and its themes
	Blueprint: Chapter Five
Reading Chapters two and three

	Sept. 20-22
	Pentateuch
	Blueprint: Chapter Six
Reading Chapter four

	Sept. 27-29
	Historical Books
	Blueprint: Chapter Seven
Reading Chapter five

	Oct. 4-6
	Wisdom
	Blueprint: Chapter Eight
Reading Chapter Five

	Oct. 11-13
(Oct. 10 Holiday)
	Prophets
	Blueprint: Chapter Nine 
Reading Chapter Six 

	Oct. 18-20
	Old Testament Wrap up
	

	Oct. 25-27
	Synoptic Gospels and Acts of the Apostles
	Blueprint: New Testament section of Chapter Four
Reading Chapters seven and eight to page 235

	Nov. 1-3
	Gospel of John
	Reading Chapter eight page 235 onward

	Nov. 8-10
(Nov. 11 Holiday)
	Epistles – Letters of Paul
	Reading Chapter Nine 

	Nov. 15, 17
	Later New Testament Writings
	Reading Chapter Ten to page 291

	Nov. 22
Thanksgiving week
	Revelation
	Reading Chapter Ten page 292 onward

	Nov. 29
Last day of session: Dec. 1
	Revelation continued and New Testament Wrap up
	Integration project due – Dec. 5





RE 211- Bible as Controversy
Integration Project – Appendix to Syllabus

No matter which option you select, you will be integrating one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education within your final essay. You will select one of the Five Characteristics, read from the CMU document for that characteristic and include at least one reference from the document in your final paper. You can locate the document and its sections on https://marianistuniversities.org/resources-forum/


Below are several options for this project. Select one of them as your choice for your Integration Project. Your choices are as follows:

A. Complete a Service-learning project and correlate to the course content and to at least one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education;
B. Comparison of a film with the Biblical version and to one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education;
C. Understanding Biblical Interpretation in context and its correlation to one of the Five Characteristics;
D. Correlating the Marianist Characteristic and the Bible including analysis of the pericope, the passage selected.

No matter which activity you select, you will be submitting a written paper of a minimum of three pages (600 words), not including works cited page. 

Your paper must be typed, 12-point font, double spaced. CITE all resources you use, textbook, PowerPoint, web sites, etc. Do not plagiarize. You may use any of the three major forms of citation: CMS, MLA or APA. Use the style consistently throughout your paper.

Do NOT save as .pages. Submit as either .docx, .txt, .pdf.



A. Service Learning 

1. Identify a non-profit organization for which you would like to volunteer. If you would like something virtual to select, here is a possible site for ideas. https://www.dosomething.org/us/articles/9-places-to-volunteer-online-and-make-a-real-impact

A non-contact project is Caring Crafters who make baby blankets for the New Parent Support Program at Schofield Barracks. Dr. Pfeiffer (me) is the contact person for this project. The blanket(s) may be sewn, crocheted or knitted. Those who would like to crochet the blanket can contact instructor for more instructions and supplies. 

2. Contact instructor by Sept. 20 with the name of the organization and what you will be doing. If you are doing service learning for another class, you may use the same project, but have to add ten additional hours to meet this class’s requirement. You must keep a log of your hours in some manner to indicate what you have done. If your service is virtual, you should capture screen or other evidence to show your work.

3. Keep a journal of what you do, when, and a reflection on the activity. You will need to keep the journal electronically to turn in. You should try to include what concepts in the course apply to your service-learning project.

4. Turn in your completed log to the Service-Learning office. NO FORMS: NO CREDIT. You can send a .pdf copy to the office and to me for verification.

5. Follow the guidelines below for writing your Service Learning integration paper.

Guidelines for writing Service-Learning Paper
The paper should be reflective and should include the following to increase the potential for a better grade.

What –
What did you do?
For which organization or organizations did you do it?
When did you do it? (hours worked)
Where did you do it?
For whom – the people you served. What were they like? (young, old, retired, homeless,) or a bit of information about the organization for whom you served.

So what?
What impact do you think your service learning had…
… on the organization you served?
… on the people you met?
… on you?

What connections did you make between what we have learned in class, the Characteristics of Marianist Education and your service-learning project? (This is the main point of the paper)

Course content correlation: 
Such as… 
How did this project correlate to the message of the prophets or Jesus? 
Salvation is an important theme in both the Old and New Testaments. How might this project be an example of liberation? 
Both the Old and New Testaments assert loving God and loving your neighbor. How is this project an example of loving one another?

Marianist Characteristics
How did your project exemplify one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education? You will need to explain in your own words what you think that Characteristic means. Then, you will need to include specific examples of how your service learning project 

What next?
In what way, if any, did you grow from the experience?
What did you learn from the service learning?
What would you like to do in the future?

These questions are guidelines to assist you to reflect. You should be able to answer at least all in the first part and reflect on the experience in terms of the class content and how you think it has helped you.



B. Compare a film and the story as it is in the Bible:
The Bible often serves as a source for films. Wikipedia does have an extensive list. Here is the link information. Let me know in advance which film you are considering.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_films_based_on_the_Bible

a. What film did you select?
b. Read the passages in the Bible on which the film is based. Remember that some of the story may be in several locations within the Bible or an interpretation of the characters of the Bible.
c. Keep track of what in the film is faithful to the text and which is more interpretive or adjustments. Or, is the film one that imagines what the person’s life would be like if there were more in the Bible itself? 
d. How did watching the film support or challenge your understanding of what you have been learning about the Bible in this class? Can some of what you saw in the film be considered controversial? Why or why not?
e. What in the film would you correlate to one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education? In what way was this characteristic evident and related to both the original biblical story and its 



C. Understanding Biblical Interpretation in context
In 1925, teacher John Scopes was arrested, charged and went to trial for teaching Darwin’s theory of evolution. The story and film Inherit the Wind, drew from some of the trial material itself, but also has a story line added to it.

You will need to:
a. Watch the film Inherit the Wind, using the Spencer Tracy version if possible.
b. How is the Bible central to the story in the film itself? What is one controversy you noticed in the film?
c. Look up two articles about the event itself. DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA unless you seek its resources to visit.
d. In what ways do you think the articles explain what may have been the issue in regard to the conflict between creationism and evolution?
e. Overall, how does this film and the articles help you to understand the dynamics of interpretation of the Bible either literally or metaphorically?
f. Select one of the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education. How is it evident in the film in either a positive or negative manner, or both?



D. Correlation to the Marianist Characteristics
Select one of the five characteristics. Answer the question that addresses that characteristic within this course. Give specific, applicable, accurate and appropriately used examples from texts, videos and lectures (PowerPoint demonstrations).

The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education (MC) as applied to this course.
· Formation in Faith – This course seeks to understand the Bible both as a book of faith and as a literary document that can be and should be understood in its historical context.
· Compare and contrast the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel and Mary in Luke. What is similar about these two women? What is different? What do both stories reveal about trust and faith in God?

· Provide a quality, integral education – In this course, students will study critically study the Bible’s main themes and message through the use of exegesis and eisegesis, learning how the text informs truth.
Go’el is the term for redeemer in the Old Testament. What is the role and importance of the redeemer in the Old Testament? How does the New Testament assert that Jesus is the go’el or redeemer that correlates to the Old Testament understanding of this concept?

· Educate in the Family Spirit – This course will engage students in the process of sharing information and working together in studying the Bible as a book of faith and literature.
A main theme that permeates both the Old and New Testaments is that of the covenant. Explain what the covenant is, being aware of God’s involvement in the initiation of the relationship. Why is the covenant an important theme that serves as an example of building and sustaining quality relationships? Give examples from both the Old and New Testament that support the covenant as integral to both texts.

· Educate for service, justice and peace – The foundation of this course the message of the Bible that itself advocates service, justice and peace.
In what way do the prophets challenge the status quo of contemporary society? What are the issues the prophets raise for Christians today that require a response to developing service, justice and peace? Give examples from one of the prophetic texts that you think apply today.

· Educate for adaptation and change – Students will engage in the process of learning how the view and understanding of the Bible as the Word of God has been addressed its original context and has sought to better express its applicability for today’s world.
Change occurs in a number of events in the Old and New Testaments. Select one of these events – Exodus, the giving of the Ten Commandments, the Babylonian Exile, any of the call narratives of the prophets, the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus and Zacchaeus, Jesus and the blind man in Mark’s gospel chapter 10 or another event/story of your choice.

Explain what changes occurred, who was affected by it and what the human response was to that change. In what way does the change require a conversion in heart or mind for those involved? 
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