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History 407: History of Rock’n’Roll
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Course Description

Hearing music transports you back to a particular place and time.  It is one marker by which you see the patterns of your life.  At the same time, music is a social barometer.  It is shaped by and helps to shape the society which produced it.  This is especially true with rock’n’roll, which is more attitude than genre.

This course uses rock’n’roll to examine the political, social, economic and cultural history of post-World War II America and the world.  In this way, it is hoped that you will gain a fuller understanding of the global society that shaped you and the music that we are drawn to.

Adaptation and Change
 
This course will examine the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meeting future challenges.  How did Africans brought to America as slaves adapt and change in order to survive and create music and culture for themselves?  How is the South different from the rest of the United States?  How did it adapt and change after the Civil War?  What created a musical transculturation in the South?  How did America’s Music Industry change and adapt as it moved from selling sheet music to managing superstars?  How did Folk Music change and adapt to events and movements in American History?  Why did American teenagers to the folk sound in the 1960s?  How did Folk influence Rock?  How did Rock influence Folk?  How did the music, attitudes and outlook of the Beatles change and adapt as the Liverpool rock group became the number 1 band in the world?  What rights did women gain during the Rock’n’Roll era in the United States?  How did women rockers change and adapt to survive in the male-dominated rock business?  How did suburbs, malls, and the homogenizing of American society, along with the gentrification of many American cities, produce “Hip Hop culture” that included graffiti, break dancing, and rap?

Global Awareness

Rock’n’Roll has become a global language  


General Education Learning Outcome

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…  

· identify the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meet future challenges and needs

· recognize their own experiences with global awareness in the context of this History of Rock’n’Roll course and the field of history within a diverse community of learners

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· identify the key people, events, and developments in the History of Rock’n’Roll

· recognize the change, continuity, and causality (this is also a program learning outcome)

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course within the Historical and Political Studies Program, students will be able to…

· identify the workings of politics and governance through different regions, cultures, and civilizations of the past

· recognize the impact of change, continuity, and causality through chronological examinations of the past and the cause and effect that takes place in history  

Characteristics of Marianist Education

This course embodies the “Characteristics of the Marianist Education,” central to the mission of Chaminade University of Honolulu, in the following ways…

1.  Provide an Integral, Quality Education

In this course, the instructor and the students “collaborate together in attaining knowledge of the human condition within the larger community of all creation, applying both faith and reason in their quest of meaning.”  They seek to “uncover and probe the deep questions of human meaning.  It places this search for truth within a value-centered worldview that begins with the dignity of each person, living their life within an interconnected whole that we call creation.”

2.  Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

Marianist higher education is “deeply committed to the common good.”  This course is undertaken as “a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to engage the classroom with the wider world.”  It is part of our responsibilities as an institution built on the teachings of Christ “to promote the dignity of all human persons.  To do so authentically, we must acknowledge, analyze, and deeply comprehend global disparities.”

3.  Educate for Adaptation and Change

After the French Revolution, Father Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary, stated, “new times call for new methods.”  Adaptation and change, however, must begin with a firm understanding of the past.  This course understands that “students need a substantive knowledge of the past, analytical tools for understanding the world around them and critical thinking skills to mindfully respond and shape the unknowable future.”  It tries “to shape students’ understanding of the interconnectedness of human knowledge as a foundation for effective action in an increasingly interdependent world.”       

School Policies

1.  Academic Honesty

Violations of the Honor Code are serious.  They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University.  This includes signing in for someone else on attendance sheets.  It also includes persons taking online examinations for someone else.

Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

2.  Disability Access

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabilities Services.  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADS) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly.  You may contact the staff in the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

3.  Title IX Compliances

Chaminade University of Honolulu (CUH) recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people.  Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH.  If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report the matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am very concerned about creating a safe and healthy learning environment for you.  Should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator at CUH.  Should you want to speak to a confidential source, you may contact the Chaminade Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.  

Course Requirements

· Take five (5) Examinations.

· Communities of Practice

Grading

· Examinations (5 exams 100 points each)				500 points

· Communities of Practice						    5 points

· 450-500 points = A; 400-449 = B; 350-399 =C; 300-349 = D; Below 3000 = F

Course Outline

Week 1:	The African American family and community, torn apart by slavery, was 
held together by work songs, call-and-response church services and 
musical genres such as Soul and Doowop: Black Roots and Jazz
Week 2:	African American music in the 20th century was accused of adapt and change to meet their needs 
and desire over the course of American history: Blues, Rhythm & Blues, 
and Rock’n’Roll / How did the Economic Boom after World War II 
transform American society and culture:  Economic Boom and the Birth of 
the Teenager / Exam 1 
Module 3:	How is the South different from the rest of the United States?  How did it 
adapt and change after the Civil War?  What created a musical transculturation in the South: Southern Origins / How did a poor white Southerner come to be called the “King of Rock’n’Roll”?  How did Elvis music and career adapt and change as his fame grew: Elvis – Last Train to Memphis and Elvis – Careless Love  
Module 4:	How did the Music Industry change and adapt as it moved from selling 
sheet music to managing superstars?  How did radio stations change as a result of the “payola scandal”?  What happened to Rock & Roll when its first stars faded away?  How did songwriting adapt and change with the coming of Rock & Roll: Music Industry, Top 40 Radio, When the Music Died, and Brill Building Songwriters / Exam 2
Module 5:	Why are Producers so important to the music business?  What kind of 
sound emerged from California in the early 1960s?  What kind of music did the Beach Boys produce: Producers, California Sound, Brian Wilson and the Beach Boys   
Module 6:	How did Folk Music change and adapt to events and movements in 
American History?  Why did American teenagers to the folk sound in the 1960s?  How did the music of Bob Dylan adapt and change to events occurring around him?  How did Folk influence Rock?  How did Rock influence Folk: Folk Music, Dylan, Folk Rock / Exam 3
Module 7:	How did the music, attitudes and outlook of the Beatles change and adapt 
as the Liverpool rock group became the number 1 band in the world: 
Postwar England and the Quarrymen, Brian Epstein & George Martin, 
Beatles invade America, Mature Band  
Module 8:	How did American blues music reach England?  How did American 
youths get turned on to the blues?  How did class and wealth in the English system determine the kind of music that the Beatles and the Rolling Stones gravitated towards?  Where did Punk begin?  Where did it first find a large following: Re-infusion of the Blues, Rolling Stones, Punk / Exam 4
Module 9:	How did a tiny genre such as Heavy Metal change and adapt to 
developments in the Music Industry, such as the emergence of MTV?  How did the hedonism of the 1960s affect America’s society and economy?  What kind of music did the drug-inspired 1960s produce: Heavy Metal, Sex, Drugs & Rock’n’Roll, Blues in Technicolor
Module 10:	What rights did women gain during the Rock’n’Roll era in the United 
States?  How did they change and adapt to survive in the male-dominated rock business?  How did suburbs, malls, and homogenizing of American society, along with the gentrification of many American cities, produce “Hip Hop culture” that included graffiti, break dancing, and rap: Women in Rock’nRoll and Rap / Exam 5 


Course Text

Kevin Buck, A Concise History of Rock’n’Roll (2018) ISBN 978-1-949150-12-4 (optional)

Office

Henry 208H
Phone:	 735-4824
E-mail:	  myamasak@chaminade.edu
