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	Chaminade University Honolulu
3140 Waialae Avenue - Honolulu, HI 96816
http://www.chaminade.edu/

Course Number: RE 501
Course Title: Foundations of Biblical Theology
Department Name: Religious Studies
Term: Spring 2022
Course Credits: 2



Course Website: https://chaminade.instructure.com/courses/21287 
Class Meeting Days: April 8–10, 2022
Class Meeting Hours: Fri 7:00–9:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am – 12:00 pm; 1:30–4:45; 6:30–8:30 pm; Sun 9:00–11:00 am
Class Location: St. Stephen’s Diocesan Center, 6301 Pali Hwy, Kaneohe, HI 96744

Instructor Name: Fr. Felix Just, S.J., Ph.D.
Instructor Website: https://catholic-resources.org
Contact Information:
· Email: felix.just@chaminade.edu – I try to respond to all student emails within 48 hours.
· Cell Phone:  310-963-4546 – Please feel free to call any time from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm, but consider the time zone where I am. If I don't answer, leave a message, including the best time for me to call you back.
· Travels & Time Zones:  I will be residing at St. Stephen’s Diocesan Center, Oahu, from April 6-10 (Wed-Sun). Otherwise, I will be in California, where Pacific Daylight Time is 3 hours ahead of Hawaii Standard Time.
[bookmark: _kqtzqxzhho7o]
University Course Catalog Description 
Students will be introduced to the historical, literary, and religious aspects of the Bible as scripture and a record of a people’s faith journey. Historical data for each of the books of the Bible, story narratives, source theories, interpretive styles, and critical methodologies will be covered so that students will have a foundational understanding of the way the texts have been used within the relevant communities of faith.

Course Overview & Methodology 
This course will use a hybrid model with one in-person weekend session followed by several on-line learning experiences. There will be reading assignments, lectures, on-line discussions, and one final GRASP Task.

[bookmark: _ei55tcz69eyo]Marianist Values
An education in the Marianist Tradition is marked by five principles and you should take every opportunity possible to reflect upon the role of these characteristics in your education and development:
1. Education for formation in faith
2. Provide an integral, quality education
3. Educate in family spirit
4. Educate for service, justice and peace
5. Educate for adaptation and change
[bookmark: _o4c5gflkntpt]
Catholic/Marianist/Chaminade Characteristics 
This course is closely connected to several of the “Characteristics of Marianist Education.” Learning more about the Bible is clearly foundational for anyone’s growth in the Christian faith. Understanding how to properly interpret the Sacred Scriptures may requiring changing one’s prior misconceptions or naïve assumptions about certain texts. Completing this course will enable students to engage in greater ecclesial service, both in the future preaching of the Deacon Candidates and in any future ecclesial ministries of the Master’s degree students. Finally, having Deacon Candidates and Lay Ministers learning and sharing together will strengthen the family spirit (‘ohana) that is essential for both the church and the world today.

Learning Outcomes
[bookmark: _ya8hoiwdsw79]Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1) Explain the basic structure, major themes, key terminology, and main genres of the Bible, in both the Old and New Testaments, as well as the main stages in the development of the biblical canons.
2) Know the main stages and highlights of the history of the ancient Israelites and the Early Christians, 
as well as the overall geography of the biblical world.
3) Explain the main principles of modern Catholic biblical interpretation as found in some foundational ecclesial documents, especially Dei Verbum and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
4) Understand the main types of biblical exegesis and various ways of doing biblical theology.
[bookmark: _z8rlxh31wh96]
Required Readings: 
1) Raymond E. Brown. An Introduction to the New Testament. Anchor Bible Reference Library. New York: Doubleday, 1997). – the original 1997 hardcover, not the 2016 “Abridged edition”
2) Ronald D. Witherup. Biblical Fundamentalism: What Every Catholic Should Know. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2001.
3) Vatican II. Dei Verbum: “Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation.” Online: https://vatican.va
4) Pages on Fr. Felix’s website (https://catholic-resources.org), as listed on our course’s Canvas page.

Course Website: https://chaminade.instructure.com/courses/21287 

Technical Assistance for Canvas Users:
· Search for help on specific topics or get tips in Canvas Students
·  Live chat with Canvas Support for students
· Canvas Support Hotline for students:  +1-833-209-6111
· Watch this video to get you started 
· Online tutorials:  click on “Students” role to access tutorials
· Contact Chaminade IT Helpdesk for technical issues:  helpdesk@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735-4855

Course Requirements and Assessment
1) In-person attendance at the twelve-hour weekend course session.
2) Completion of required reading assignments.
3) Completion of five discussion assignments 
4) Completion of one GRASP project.
[bookmark: _7961evk6e563]
[bookmark: _2vpuyyb1rzpk]Grading Scale
Letter grades are given in all courses except those conducted on a credit/no credit basis. Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work, class participation, quizzes, tests, term papers, reports and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows: 
A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative 
B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner 
C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter 
D:  Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work 
F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given
[bookmark: _27in7lbdf8w7][bookmark: _n28fpzhjrej7][bookmark: _ssueod6e3xwc]
[bookmark: _kxcnphdmd0vo]Tutoring and Writing Services 
Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to: biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s website (https://chaminade.edu/advising/kokua-ike/) for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click Account – Notifications – TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.


Chaminade University – Course Policies
[bookmark: _1evkuikj1kzc]
Instructor and Student Communication 
Questions for this course can be emailed to the instructor (felix.just@chaminade.edu). 
Online, in-person, and phone conferences can be arranged. Response time may take up to two days.

Cell phones, tablets, and laptops
Out of consideration for your classmates, please set your cell phone to silent mode during class. Students are encouraged to bring laptops or tablets to class as the instructor will assign online activities and readings that will require the use of a laptop or tablet. Laptops and tablets should not be misused, such as checking distracting websites. Use your best judgment and respect your classmates and instructor.
[bookmark: _m58nglkroe1n]
ADA Policy
chaminade.edu/student-life/counseling-services/ or email: counselingcenter@chaminade.edu
Counseling Center, Student Support Services Building, Room 101;  (808) 735-4845
Chaminade University of Honolulu offers accommodations for all actively enrolled students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, and the ADA Amendments Act (2008). Students are responsible for contacting the Counseling Center to schedule an appointment. Verification of their disability will be requested through appropriate documentation and once received it will take up to approximately 2-3 weeks to review them. Appropriate paperwork will be completed by student before notification will be sent out to their instructors. Accommodation paperwork will not be automatically sent out to instructors each semester, as the student is responsible to notify the Counseling Center each semester if changes or notifications are needed.

Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.

Attendance Policy (from the 2021-2022 Academic Catalog, online):
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.
Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades. 
Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu Tutor Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes. 
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should communicate first with the instructor to review the options. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade or be withdrawn by the instructor at the instructor’s discretion.



Academic Conduct Policy (from the 2021-2022 Academic Catalog, online):  
[bookmark: _1da90cgnpluf]Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values. Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website. For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook: https://catalog.chaminade.edu/ 

Credit Hour Policy
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10 week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit. 
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
Plagiarism might be broadly defined as the misrepresentation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own. Chaminade University considers the below as examples of the practice of plagiarism:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.
3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

RE 501 – Foundations of Biblical Theology 
Course Schedule & Readings  (April 8-10, 2022)


Segment 1:  Fri 7:00–9:00 pm
Topic: Introduction to the Biblical Canon(s)
· Hebrew Bible; Septuagint; New Testament; Vulgate
· Biblical Manuscripts, Versions, Translations, Editions
· Book Names, Chapters, Verses;  Intros, Headings, Notes, Cross-Refs
· “Biblical Studies” vs. “Biblical Theology”
Readings:
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/ – especially these pages:
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Glossary.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Bibliography.htm 
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Heb-Xn-Bibles.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/NT_Canon.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/English_Translations.htm


Segment 2:  Sat 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Topic: Principles of Catholic Biblical Interpretation
· Incarnational Principle; BOTH/AND Approach; Literary Genres; Ecclesial Guidance
· Ecclesial Documents: esp. Dei Verbum, CCC, PBC-IBC, Verbum Domini
· Historical Criticism; Literary Analyses; Newer Methods; Fundamentalism
Readings:
· Textbook: Ron Witherup, Biblical Fundamentalism.
· https://catholic-resources.org/Both-And.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Exegesis.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Biblical-Genres.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/ChurchDocs/
· https://catholic-resources.org/ChurchDocs/DeiVerbum.htm 


Segment 3:  Sat 1:30–3:00 pm
Topic: Overview of Biblical History & Geography: OT
· Succession of Empires; Major Historical Crises; Geographical Divisions 
· Development of Group Identities: Canaanites, Hebrews, Israelites, Judaisms
Readings:
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/History-IsraeliteJewish.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Covenants.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Festivals.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Restricted/Maps.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Ethnic_Groups.htm 





Segment 4:  Sat 3:15–4:45 pm
Topic: Overview of Biblical History & Geography: NT
· Jewish Groups in the First Century
· Historical Jesus
· Pauline Chronology
Readings:
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Jewish_Groups.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/History-Christian.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Bibliography-Jesus.htm 
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Pauline_Chronology.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/NT_Geography.htm 


Segment 5:  Sat 6:30–8:30 pm
Topic: Critical Issues for the Scriptures
· Criteria for Canonicity; Biblical Inspiration; What Is Truth?
· Non-canonical Literature: Jewish Pseudepigrapha; Christian Apocrypha
· What Is “Biblical Theology”?  How can it be done?
Readings:
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Non-Canonical.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Reading-Bible.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Prayer-Methods.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/NT-Theology.htm 
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Christological_Titles.htm 


Segment 6:  Sun 9:00–11:00 am
Topic: Use of the Bible in the Church
· OT: Torah, Historical Books, Wisdom Books, Prophets
· NT: Gospels, Acts, Epistles, Revelation
· Use of Scripture in the Lectionary for Mass (and the Liturgy of the Hours)
Readings:
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/OT-Statistics-Compared.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Quotations-OT-NT.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Four_Gospel_Chart.htm
· https://catholic-resources.org/Bible/NT_Overviews.htm 
· https://catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/
· https://catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/1981-GeneralIntroduction.htm





Reading and Online Discussion Assignments 
Based on Raymond E. Brown. An Introduction to the New Testament. Doubleday, 1997.
For each of the following five reading assignments, first read the pages in Brown’s Intro NT book, 
and then post the following items on our online discussion boards:
· One (or two) Observations: What’s the most important and/or interesting thing that you learned in this reading?  What did you not know before, but now find crucial for understanding the Bible.
· One (or two) Questions: What did you not understand in this reading selection? Or what further questions did the reading raise in your own mind?
· Post Observations and Questions that are substantial, not just trivial, by the deadlines below.
· Post different observations or unrelated questions in separate postings, rather than combining several different topics into one posting (so that it’s easier for people to respond).
· You may post more than one of each type (Obs. & Q.), but don’t overdo it with too many!
After you’ve posted your own Observation(s) and Question(s), please also respond to the postings of several other students: commenting on their Observations, and/or trying to answer their Questions.
· Make sure your comments and answers are substantial, not just trivial.  
For example, don’t just write “I agree,” or “Good point,” or “I don’t know.”
· Engage with several different students (not just one); but again, don’t overdo it! 
You don’t have to comment on everything that all the other students wrote.
· Remain respectful in all that you write; you may disagree, but don’t be disagreeable or insulting!
· Continue back-and-forth discussions on important points, if you wish; and contact the instructor if any serious disagreements arise, or you find some “unanswerable” questions.
“Introductory Background Material” (pp. xxiii-xlv)
· Post your own observation(s) and question(s) by April 15.
· Respond to several other students’ observations and questions by April 22.
Ch. 1: “The Nature and Origin of the New Testament” (pp. 3-19)
& Ch. 3: “The Text of the New Testament” (pp. 48-54)
· Post your own observation(s) and question(s) by April 22.
· Respond to several other students’ observations and questions by April 29.
Ch. 2: “How to Read the New Testament” (pp. 20-47)
· Post your observation(s) and question(s) by April 29.
· Respond to several other students’ observations and questions by May 6.
Ch. 4: “The Political and Social World of New Testament Times” (pp. 55-73)
· Post your observation(s) and question(s) by May 6.
· Respond to several other students’ observations and questions by May 20.
Ch. 5: “The Religious and Philosophical World of New Testament Times” (pp. 74-96)
· Post your observation(s) and question(s) by May 20.
· Respond to several other students’ observations and questions by May 27.



GRASPS Performance Task:

[bookmark: _Hlk68338532]Goal: To become thoroughly familiar with the main principles and core methods of Catholic biblical interpretation, as explained in some of the Church’s official magisterial documents.
Role: Imagine that you are a lay minister or deacon working in a Catholic school or parish.
Audience: A group of people in your parish or school (imagine a specific group: parish youth ministry, high school students, young adult group, RCIA catechumens, school faculty, parish council, etc.).
Situation: You have been invited to address the group about the principles and methods of Catholic interpretation of the Bible, and how our approach differs from those of most “fundamentalists.”
Performance & Purpose: Create a PowerPoint Presentation (PPT) for a 40-45-minute talk that you can give to the group imagined above; make the PPT informative, attractive, and engaging. Include the full script of your oral presentation, either in a separate document that’s keyed to your PPT slides, or in the “notes” sections of the PPT itself.  Tip: Base most of your talk on one of the longer magisterial documents (IBC or VD), or on a combination of shorter documents (DV, CCC, etc.). 
Criteria for Success: Upload a “rough draft” of your PPT and your full script onto our Canvas site. 
The instructor will give you some written and/or oral feedback. Then revise and resubmit your work, which will be graded on how accurate the biblical/theological context is, how well you incorporated the instructor’s comments on your rough draft, and how interesting/engaging the final presentation is. Tip: Don’t just copy lots of material from the instructor’s website, or from Ronald Witherup’s book, but create your own compilation of the most important points from the relevant documents.
Due Dates:
· June 1, 2022 – upload your “rough draft” (but preferably much earlier)
· July 1, 2022 – upload your “final presentation” to the Canvas site
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