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CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

Time:		Online 
Instructor:  	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
Office Hours: by appointment – send email to request
Office:  	Henry 208D
Email: 	rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE
TEXTBOOK:  Boyett, Jason. Twelve Major World Religions. Berkeley, CA. 2016.

	
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen. The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics. 
This course satisfies lower-division religion course for students entering prior to Fall 2020. It satisfies the Critical Thinking Skill General Education for students admitted Fall 2020 and later.

GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOME: CRITICAL THINKING

Students will systematically acknowledge and challenge diverse evidence, concepts, assumptions, and viewpoints. 

In this course, students engage in the process of learning the worldviews presented by various religions, comparing and contrasting how these traditions approach the human quest for meaning while applying that to lived experience.

GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOME: INFORMATION LITERACY
Students will define, identify, locate, evaluate, synthesize and present or demonstrate relevant information. 

In this course, students will engage in dialog with their reading assignments, primary texts and other resources utilized throughout the term.

Religious Studies Program Learning Outcomes linked to this course at an introductory level are:

· Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society. (PLO 2)
Marianist Characteristics as met by this course:
Formation in Faith
To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. This course included exploring the importance of faith to the worldwide community.
Provide an integral, quality education
Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community by critically reviewing the bases for religious thought.
Educate in family spirit
Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, colleagues, work and school. Religions shape the worldview of persons in their relationship with others within and beyond their community.
Educate for service, justice and peace
To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002: “There is no peace without justice; no justice without forgiveness.” Forgiveness begins with awareness of one’s harmful actions, seeking to resolve problems, and openness to others’ views. Students will study how religions promote service, justice and peace.
Educate for adaptation and change
Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective fairly. Studying World Religions enables students to consider other worldviews that recognize change as an integral human experience.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (GELO Critical Thinking and Information Literacy), (PLO 2);
2. compare and contrast the commonalities and differences among the religious traditions (GELO Critical Thinking and Information Literacy) (PLO 2);
3. understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them;
4. reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· continuing development of understanding.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:
This course is organized in weekly online sessions for six weeks. Because this is an accelerated course, students should plan to spend a minimum of six (6) hours per week online. More time may be needed for reading others’ posts, exploring and examining Internet sites or watching assigned videos. Your skills in locating and using online resources may impact on time spent online.

In addition, you should plan to spend a significant amount of time offline for reading the text and reflecting over course concepts.

Students are required to:
· Read any and all assigned materials (texts discussion board posts, and anything else required);
· Post regularly on CANVAS discussion boards;
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project as indicated on CANVAS.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The amount of points will depend on the type of activity and level of understanding demonstrated. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible. The percentage scale below indicates how the points will be converted to letter grade.

Points for discussion boards will depend on the type of discussion board. There are two kinds of discussion boards.

Reading Reflection Boards do not require replying to another classmate, but you must reply to the instructor briefly. This board, unless combined with Engaged Discussion, is assigned three points. The points are based on the following with each assigned one point: initial post, posted on time, and replying to instructor. Since this is an accelerated term, you will be reading two chapters a week, with a Reading Reflection Board for each one. 

Engaged Discussion Boards are graded as follows.
· Your initial reply to one of the questions posed (1-3 points) 
· depth of individual response to posted questions or handout;
· accuracy of content in terms of replying to the question;
· a question to ask others to use for reflection and comment;
· Your reply to classmate that includes at least one of the following (1-2 points): 
· why you agree or disagree with what was written;
· what you learned from that person’s post;
· how the person’s response has led you to consider something more or different.

Your initial post must be completed by Wednesday and Friday of the week it is due. Reply to a classmate if required should be completed on Thursday and Saturday.

Other Learning Activities
Points will be assigned to other learning activities, such as essay assignments, collaborative work, presentations and quizzes. The type of learning activities throughout the term depends on what is to be accomplished in this course. Students will receive instructions for and ample time to complete learning activities.

This course will include quizzes for basic understanding of the concepts of the various religious traditions we will study. The quizzes will be multiple-choice and true-false format on CANVAS. Some quizzes may be in conjunction with watching a video.

Integration Project
Students will have a choice of projects as listed on a document and provided on CANVAS. It will be located on Assignments and Files pages. Essay questions and other learning opportunities will be provided to meet students’ interests and needs. Potential projects may include service learning, creating a pilgrimage, designing your own religion, correlating the course’s content to the Five Characteristics of Marianist Education. All options will require submitting a minimum of five pages of content. Rubrics for grading will be provided later in the term.

Policy regarding late activities that are graded:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Grade Calculation –
Grades will be based on the total possible points for the course. See above under grading policy for more details.

Your final letter grade is calculated using the following scale calculated by your points/total points possible.
A: 90-100% of total points; B: 80-89%; C: 70-70%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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Important Notices
ADA Accommodations
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments appropriate to your special needs. Once I have received the proper notice from you or the office, you and I will work on necessary adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. 

Academic Conduct
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available online

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course;
· Give you a failing score for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)

Note that the reading assignments are not in the textbook’s order. We will be covering Eastern Traditions first, then Western Traditions, ending with more recent traditions that are influenced by prior traditions.

	Week of ….
	Topics
	Reading assignments: 
First Reading Reflection on Tuesday; Second one on Thursday.

	May 17
	Introduction to religion
Indigenous traditions.
	Boyett – Why do we believe?
Only one Reading Reflection this first week. Due by Thursday. 

	May 24

	Hinduism
Jainism
	Boyett – Hinduism, p. 97
Boyett – Jainism, p. 251

	May 31
	Buddhism
East Asia: Japan and China:
Shinto 
Confucianism and Taoism
	Boyett – Buddhism, p. 119 
Boyett – Shinto, p. 233
Boyett – Taoism, p. 161 and Confucianism, p. 201

	June 7
	Ancient Foundations: Egypt, Greece/Rome, Nordic
Zoroastrianism
	Boyett – Ancient Foundations, p. 14
Boyett – Zoroastrianism, p. 269

	June 14

	Judaism
Christianity
	Boyett – Judaism, p. 179
Boyett – Christianity p. 49

	June 21
	Islam 
Sikhism and Baha’i
	Boyett – Islam, p.75
Boyett – Sikhism, p. 141, Baha’i, p. 217

	June 24 
	Integration Project due
	



Syllabus is subject to revision
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