HI/POL 419 Contemporary World Order
(3 credits) 
Dr. Christopher A. McNally
Professor of Political Economy
Historical and Political Studies, Chaminade University
Henry Hall 208F
Email: Christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu
Phone: (808) 739 8367

DESCRIPTION
This course considers the rapid changes and new challenges facing humanity in the contemporary era. Using the “Rise and Fall of Great Powers” as its initial conceptual background, it explores the emergence of a new world order with special emphasis on the rise of China, the fate of globalization, and growing economic and social inequalities. It also investigates new social movements, rapid technological change, and the globe’s looming environmental and climate crisis. 
 
MARIANIST VALUES AND COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course aims to articulate Marianist characteristics and values in the study of the Contemporary World Order. By using Chaminade University’s Marianist mission to guide our study, we will create a unique perspective. The importance of understanding adaptation and change is informed by a holistic global awareness that aims to educate for service, justice, and peace.
One major aspect of articulating Marianist values and characteristics is for students to generate a final project. For this project students will demonstrate critical thinking competencies, specifically to a.) recognize historical change, continuity, and causality while interpreting historical developments and contemporary challenges; and b.) to conduct this analysis by employing multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability.
Course learning outcomes employ the discipline frames of international studies and comparative politics. The student will:
1.	Recognize the nature and logic of historical change, continuity, and causality, especially as it relates to a comprehensive understanding of the contemporary world order (HI/POL PLO 1 & 2; IS PLO 1).
2.	Analyze specific elements shaping the workings of politics and governance in the international system (HI/POL PLO 1 & 2; IS PLO 2).
3.	Demonstrate detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the developments and challenges facing the contemporary world order with multiple views and interpretations and an awareness of the diversity of peoples and cultures (General Education & HI/POL PLO 3; IS PLO 3).
4.	Apply critical thinking competencies with an awareness of adaptation and change by producing a comprehensive analysis and synthesis that takes into account the complexities of an issue. This will be assessed by research and production of a concise essay in the style of an opinion editorial on one of the major challenges facing the contemporary world order (HI/POL PLO 4 & 5; IS PLO 4 & 5).
 
Teaching Format: This class is based on a combination of interactive discussions, readings, audiovisual materials, independent research, and presentations by students. A pro-active student-initiated project forms an important part of this course, since it allows students to gain important practical insights and enables them to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to the challenges facing humanity in the contemporary era.
 
Technology Resources and Requirements: The basic online teaching system Chaminade University uses is Canvas. Much basic information, requirements, and other resources can be found on the Canvas site for this course. In particular, readings and other teaching supports can be found under FILES on the Canvas site for this course. For further information on how to navigate Canvas and trouble-shooting, please see their frequently asked questions page.
Zoom: We might use Zoom teleconferencing for optional synchronous (live) class sessions if needed. Information about getting started with Zoom, joining a meeting, and Zoom features can be found on their frequently asked questions page.
 
Course Schedule (subject to revision): 
Week 1: Course Introduction
Introductions and discussion of course objectives, outline, and requirements; signing up for presentation projects.

Week 2: Guns, Germs, and Steel
Viewing and analysis of the National Geographic Special: Guns, Germs, and Steel [DVD] by Jared M. Diamond (Warner Home Video: 2005)
Available at:
PART I:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i885hopsw6E
PART II: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCBod2jFFyQ

Week 3: The Rise and Fall of Great Powers
Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers, Introduction* (pp. xv-xxv), The Rise of the Western World* (pp. 3-30) & Epilogue* (pp. 536-540)

Week 4: The European and Japanese Miracles#
Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, The Changing of the Guard (chapter 1: pp. 1-21); The Rise of the West (chapter 2: pp. 25-54) & Japan: Modern, But Hardly Western (chapter 3: pp. 55-81)
Reading Review Presentation 1: TBA

Week 5: Contested Modernity#
Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, Contested Modernity (chpt. 5 – ONLY pp. 117-133 & 162-168) & China as an Economic Superpower (chpt. 6; pp. 173-240)
Reading Review Presentation 2: TBA

Week 6: Thucydides’ Trap#
Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, The Decline and Fall of the West (chpt. 11, ONLY pp. 556-560); Concluding Remarks (chpt. 12; pp. 561-583) 
Graham Allison, Destined for War, Preface* (pp. vii-x) and Introduction* (pp. xi-xx)
Graham Allison and Fred Hu, “An Unsentimental China Policy: The Case for Putting Vital Interests First,” Foreign Affairs, Feb. 18, 2021*
Available at: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-02-18/unsentimental-china-policy (and as a PDF on CANVAS)
Reading Review Presentation 3: TBA


Week 7: Mid-term

Week 8: Rise of the Robots I#
Martin Ford, Rise of the Robots: Technology and the Threat of a Jobless Future, Introduction (pp. ix-xviii) and Chapters 8-10 & Conclusion (pp. 193-284)
Reading Review Presentation 4: TBA

Week 9: Inequality for All
Viewing and analysis of Robert Reich’s documentary Inequality for All (Lionsgate: 2013)
Available at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvAFPHLFMa0 (with a few ads)

Week 10: Plutocracy in the 21st Century#
Chrystia Freeland, Plutocrats, Chapter 1* (pp. 1-37); Chapter 2* (ONLY pp. 79-87); Chapter 6* (pp. 229-275) & Conclusion* (pp. 277-287)
Reading Review Presentation 5: TBA

Week 11: Collapse – A Preview
Viewing and analysis of Collapse (based on the book by Jared Diamond) by 20th Century Fox (September 21, 2010)
Available at: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPblR4bWCoxlsJu2u5HDXEfGxCOltc7_f (missing middle part 3 on YouTube):
Jarred Diamond TED Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IESYMFtLIis

Week 12: Collapse#
Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, Prologue: A Tale of Two Farms (pp. 1-23); Twilight at Easter (pp. 79-119); Opposite Paths to Success (pp. 277-308), & Why do Some Societies Make Disastrous Decisions? (pp. 419-440).
Reading Review Presentation 6: TBA

Week 13: Discussion on Writing Project: Essay in the Style of An Opinion Editorial

Week 14: Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 15: Conclusion, Review Session, and Final Test (Time TBA)

Required Texts:
1. Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World – The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order, New York: Penguin Press, 2012, Second Edition; ISBN 978-0143118008
2. Martin Ford, Rise of the Robots: Technology and the Threat of a Jobless Future, New York: Basic Books, 2016 (reprint edition); ISBN-13: 978-0465097531
3. Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, New York: Penguin Press, 2005; ISBN 978-0143117001
4. Selected readings available on CANVAS in soft copy (all marked with an *)
 
Student Evaluation:
The course will emphasize analytical thinking and include a variety of tasks to be completed. The course grade will be based on reading review presentations, an essay in the style of an opinion editorial, one midterm and one final test, as well as oral participation. The following describes each of these in more detail:

Mid-term (15 points): This will be a multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships, and materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations, and lectures. Students can only miss this test for an emergency that will have to be proven by sufficient evidence. Make-up tests will NOT be entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three-point deduction for failure to take the test on the originally scheduled date and time.

Final Test (25 points): This will be a multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships, and materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations, and lectures. Students can only miss this test for an emergency that will have to be proven by sufficient evidence. Make-up tests will NOT be entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three-point deduction for failure to take the test on the originally scheduled date and time.
 
Reading Review Presentations (20 points x 2 = 40 points in total): Students will be required to make presentations (either individually or in groups of 2-3, depending on class size) on the readings required for this course (all weeks marked with # are possible choices). They will generate a power point presentation on these readings. These presentations will have to be posted on CANVAS at least TWO days (48 hours) ahead of the actual presentation in class (i.e., by Monday afternoon before 2:30pm). Points are awarded for the quality and style of the actual reading review presentation in class.
Presentations should last between 30 and 40 minutes and encompass three tasks: A.) a thorough, yet concise review of the reading materials, including the main points/arguments and evidence provided in the readings; particular emphasis rests on an effective distillation of the materials; B.) additional materials assembled by the presenter(s) to further clarify the subject-matters discussed; and C.) an analysis of how the materials fit in with other readings/materials and the overall topics/objectives of the course.

Opinion Editorial (20 points): Each student will be asked to conduct research and write a 750-word essay in the style of an opinion-editorial (points will be deducted for opinion editorials that are more than 10% above the word limit). The paper should be single-spaced and in a normal size font (12-13 pt.) with reasonable margins.
The editorial should possess a clear argument that is backed by sufficient evidence and structured logically. Plentiful examples and feedback will be provided on the suitability of a selected topic as the course proceeds. Students should draw on the materials presented and discussed in class, as well as published works and/or websites not discussed in class. The opinion editorial should also include one page of about 5-15 sources (in a widely accepted reference style) that were consulted for its writing (no footnotes or direct references are necessary). 
Possible topics for the opinion editorial include (but are not limited to):
1. The challenges emerging from a rising China and broader shifts in global geopolitics (America’s relative decline)
2. The challenges created by new emerging technologies, especially the three As: artificial intelligence, automation (robots), and additive manufacturing (3D printing)
3. The globe’s environmental challenges
4. The risks rising social inequalities create, especially the emergence of new political movements at the radical ends of the political spectrum, such as populist/nationalist/neo-isolationist movements, as well as new social justice and reinvigorated socialist movements
Class Participation (10 bonus points possible): Class participation is an essential part of taking advantage of the materials presented in this course. Students are expected to have completed the required readings before each session to facilitate discussion and create an effective learning environment. While difficult to measure, class participation will be understood to consist of three basic elements: first, class attendance (a prerequisite for actually participating in discussions); second, listening carefully and attentively to classmates and lectures; and third, participating actively in class discussions, presenting creative and thoughtful ideas, and leading discussions, especially when issues pertaining to personal interest or knowledge are involved.
Virtually no participation will likely mean no bonus points, while excellent participation, attendance, and attention to class will be reflected in the final course grade by up to an additional 10 points (percent) of the class grade.

Attendance Policy: Please note that one (1) absence is allowed during the semester; additional absences will incur a three-point (3% of the total class grade) deduction. 

Grade Calculation:
A = 90% (points) or higher; B = 80% - 89%; C = 70% - 79%; D = 60% - 69%; F = 59% or less
Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work, including participation, quizzes, tests, essays, and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows: A Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative; B Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner; C Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter; D Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work; F Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.
  

COURSE GROUND RULES
General guidelines for student behavior at Chaminade University are provided in the Student Handbook. If you wish to contact the instructor, please do so by using email (Christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu). Please:
1. Always include a subject line.
2. Be careful in wording your emails.
3. Always be as precise as possible.
4. Use standard fonts and formats.
If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often).
 
ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY
From the 2019-2020 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 39):
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook (Links to an external site.) is available on the Chaminade website.
  
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
 
TITLE IX COMPLIANCE
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF MARIANIST EDUCATION
The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:
Educate for formation in faith
Provide an integral quality education
Educate in family spirit
Educate for service, justice and peace
Educate for adaptation and change

CREDIT HOUR POLICY
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10-week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time.  Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit.
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.

INSTRUCTOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Prof. Christopher A. McNally is a Professor of Political Economy at Chaminade University and Adjunct Senior Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA. His research focuses on comparative capitalisms, especially the nature and logic of China’s capitalist transition. He is also working on a book project that studies the implications of China’s capitalist reemergence on the global order. He received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Washington and has edited four volumes, including an examination of China’s political economy: China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair (Routledge, 2008). He also has authored numerous book chapters, policy analyses, editorials and articles in journals such as World Politics, International Politics, The Review of International Political Economy, Business and Politics, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, and Comparative Social Research.
 
SYLLABUS AND COURSE MODIFICATION
This syllabus is only a plan. The instructor may modify the plan and other aspects of the course. The requirements of the course may be altered from those appearing in the syllabus. Further, the plan contains criteria by which the student’s progress and performance in the course will be measured. These criteria may also be changed.

 


