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WINTER EVENING SEMESTER 2004

English 101: Introduction to Expository Writing - Course Syllabus

Instructor: Richard Head.  Phone: 235-6131.  E-mail: MRRFHEAD@AOL.COM

Classroom: MCBH Kaneohe.  

Class Time: Fridays, 16 January 2004 - 19 March 2004, 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Textbooks:

   Required: Skwire, Writing With a Thesis: A Rhetoric and Reader. Harcourt, 2001.

                   Faigley,  The Brief Penguin Handbook. Longman, 2003.  Note: Keep this text for the rest of your college career.  It is required in English 102 and recommended or required in many other CUH courses.

   Recommended: Any of several pocket dictionaries: Webster’s New World is good, as is The Oxford American Desk Dictionary and Thesaurus.  You may use a dictionary and/or thesaurus for any in- or out-of-class assignments.

Course Description: The expository essay is the form of writing that will be assigned in most of your university classes.  Expository essays are used to explain, examine and discuss topics in writing.  The Oxford work mentioned above defines “exposition” (the noun - “expository” is the adjective) as “an explanatary account or commentary.”  The thesaurus portion suggests: “thesis, statement, interpretation, essay.”  In short, in your writing you will make a clear thesis statement and effectively support it with facts, details and examples in the styles covered in your textbooks.  

The Course Objective: The successful student will be able to write a clear, concise expository essay in any of the several styles described in the textbooks. 

Course Requirements:  

- Attendance is mandatory, as is preparation of assigned work.  Missed work must be made up, after discussion with the instructor.  

- Assignments should be computer-generated and printed out, unless otherwise specified.  In-class writing must be done (legibly!) in pen or pencil on one side of the paper.

- Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  (Discussion)

- Food and beverages (except bottled water) are not permitted in class.  Cell phones and pagers must be turned off, or set to vibrator mode.  Calls may be returned at breaks.  Audio devices, such as recorders, are not permitted unless they are used to supplement notes (without headsets).

Grades: will be based on the following:

- Class attendance and Participation

- Written assignments in and out of class

- Mid-term and final examinations

- Extra credit can be earned by providing examples (from your own reading) of: Errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar and confusing or just plain sloppy writing.  Newspapers are a good place to start.

Schedule of classes and brief list of subjects covered in each class (there will be detailed instructions in each class):

Class #/Date     Content
1 - 1/16            Introduction(s); Syllabus distribution and discussion.  In-class reading and writing

                        exercise.  Reading and writing assignment (discussion if necessary): Reader: Read

                        Chapter 1.  Do the Exercises for Review on pp. 9-10 and answer the questions on

                        p. 35.  Bring your work to class.  Handbook: Read Part 1.  Make notes of the

                        parts which seem important to your writing and be prepared to comment in class.

2 - 1/23           Discussion of readings and written assignments.  Turn in written assignments

                       (with your name on them, please).  Reader chapter 2 - Narration: Introduction,

                       discussion and in-class reading and writing assignments.  Assignment: Reader

                       Chapter 2.  Read the introduction and the two short narrative essays that begin

                       on pages 50 and 60, and answer the questions in writing.  In the Handbook: Read 

                       Section 38, Commas, and Part 8, Grammar.  Make notes and be prepared for a 

                       Discussion.  Write a short (200-300 word) narrative essay, paying particular 

                       attention to the rules of grammar.

3 - 1/30 
Discussion of readings and written assignments.  Turn in written assignments.  Receive last week’s assignments, with comments.  Detailed discussion of Part 8 -  Grammar - in the Handbook.  There will be a quiz on Part 8.  You may use your notes, if you have them.  Assignment: Reader Chapter 3.  Read the introduction and the essay on page 71 and answer the questions in writing.  In the Handbook Read Part 7 - Style.  Make notes and be prepared for a discussion.

4 - 2/6             Discussion of readings and written assignments.  Turn in written assignments and

                       receive last week’s assignments, with comments.  Detailed discussion of Part 7 in

                       the Handbook.  Quiz on Part 7 - use your notes if you have them.  Assignment:  

                       Reader Chapter 3.  Read the descriptive essay on page 90 and answer the 

                       questions in writing.  In the Handbook, read Section 39, on semicolons, etc., on 

                       page 440.  Read Part 2 and make notes on the parts which seem important to

                       you!  Be prepared for discussion.  Write a short (2-300 word) descriptive essay.

5 - 2/13           Right!  Friday the 13th!  Discussion of readings and written assignments.  Turn in

                       written assignments and receive last week’s assignments, with comments.  In-

                       class discussion of Part 2, from the Handbook.  More discussion on punctuation:  

                       Colons and semicolons in particular.  Assignments: In the Reader, read the 

                       Introduction to Chapter 4, Examples. Read the essay (this is not an easy author)

                       on page 108 and answer the questions.  In the Handbook, read Section 41 - 

                       Dashes and Parentheses - and be prepared to discuss it.  Review previous assign-

                       ments in preparation for a mid-term test. 

6 - 2/20           Discussion of mid-term test.  (A test is something between an quiz and an exam-

                       ination.)  Take the test.  More discussion on punctuation.  Assignments: In the 

                       Reader, Chapter 5, on Process.  Read the essay on page 141.  This essay is true!

                       This is how it really happens.  Answer the questions.  In the Handbook, read

                       Section 42 - Apostrophes - and be prepared to discuss it’s points.  Its worth 

                       reading, and there’s a chance for an extra point or two here.  

7 - 2/27           Discussion of readings and written assignments.  You will almost certainly 

                       encounter a “compare and contrast” type of essay examination question in your

                       college career.  Read the introduction to Chapter 6 in the Reader.  Read the

                       essays beginning on pages 166 and 172 and answer the questions.  In the Hand-

                       book, read Section 43.  This is a short section, but you need to know these rules.

                       Read through Sections 22 and 23 - MLA and APA Documentation - in the 

                       Handbook.  These are big lumps to digest, if you’ve never encountered them, but

                       they will be a part of your college education from now on.  Be prepared to ask 

                       questions and note the differences.

8 - 3/5             Discussion of readings and written assignments.  Turn in written assignments. 

                       Receive last week’s written assignments, with comments.  Assignments: Read the 

                       introductions to Chapters 7 and 8 in the Reader.  Read the essays that begin on

                       pages 219 and 230, and answer the questions.  Read Section 44 - Other Punc-

                       tuation Marks - in the Handbook.  Write a 300-400 word essay on a topic of your

                       choice, in a style of your choice, using the skills you’ve acquired so far in the 

                       course.  Topics may be discussed in class.

9 - 3/12           Discussion of readings and written assignments, particularly the essays you are 

                       going to turn in.  Receive last week’s written assignments, with comments. There

                       will be a discussion of the format, requirements and expectations for the final

                       examination, which will be given next week.  Assignment: Review the material

                       covered in the course, including your notes, assignments with comments and the 

                       Reader and Handbook.  Be prepared for the final examination.

10 - 3/19         Turn in essays.  Complete course Evaluation.  Take the final examination. 

                       Closing comments.  (Final grades will be available o/a 24 March - details to be

                       announced.)

