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RE 740-01-6 Mary in the Christian Tradition (2-3 cr)
RE 418-01-6 Mary in the Christian Tradition (Audit)
Spring Masters 2021
 

	Our subject is the person and role of the mother of Jesus in religion and culture. We will examine the Scriptural teaching on Mary and continue with the historical developments in the patristic, medieval, reformation and modern periods. Of particular interest will be Marian spirituality  and thought as understood and applied by Fr. William Joseph Chaminade in the life of the Society of Mary and Family of Mary.  Throughout the course we will consider the theological anthropology and aesthetics associated with Mary in the Christian tradition and its relevance today particularly for Catholic believers.

	

	Course Description:  A survey with some deep excursions into specific topics in Marian spirituality, students will be introduced to Mary and her story as it begins in the New Testament and develops over time in the Christian community. Her story is told and retold in the context of Christian communities’ prayer and worship and their reflection on the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, Son of God and son of Mary. We will begin with an overview the particular interpretations of the Marian story in the life and work of Fr. Chaminade, the Society of Mary, Daughters of Mary and the Family of Mary. We will then look at Mary in the life of the contemporary Catholic Church. Continuing with a survey of the Mary of Galilee, the mother of Jesus as we find her in the New Testament. Due to limited time, we will finish with a deeper exploration of the impact of the Fr. Chaminade’s interpretation of Mary and the Marianist Charism on Marianist education and life. There are materials on her story as fashioned in the life, prayer, worship and culture of the Patristic Fathers through the modern period.
Teaching Objectives:
1)    to explore the New Testament foundations of Mary of Galilee in order to understand the variety of interpretations and exegetical issues found there;
2)    to explore the Marian themes in the foundations of the Society of Mary, its charism, and impact on its mission and apostolic work;
3)    to explore the contemporary teaching, dogmas, prayer and Marian spirituality in the magisterial documents of the Catholic Church; and
4)    to dialogue within the class on the relevance and importance of Marian spirituality to the spiritual lives of the community of learners as they engage topics of ultimate concern in their own lives.

	

	Required texts:
The primary texts for the course will be articles and reflections on the topics as the class unfolds. Excerpts will be taken from a variety of authors and sources, as well as the Bible and traditional and contemporary Church documents. Students are encouraged to explore the Marian Library resources at the University of Dayton (https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/a/index.php (Links to an external site.)) and the resources on the Marianist charism and Fr. Chaminade at the Society of Mary site (https://www.marianist.com/marianist-resources (Links to an external site.)), and the North American Center for Marianist Studies (https://nacms.org/epubs/all (Links to an external site.)).
Secondary texts:
Buby, Bertrand. Mary of Galilee. Volume 1: Mary in the New Testament. New York: Alba House (Society of St. Paul), 1994.
Johnson, Elizabeth A. Truly Our Sister: A Theology of Mary in the Communion of Saints. New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group Ltd, 2003.
Cunneen, Sally. In Search of Mary: The Woman and the Symbol. New York: Ballantine Books, 1996.
Pelikan, Jaroslav. Mary Through the Centuries: Her Place in the History of Culture. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1996.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Behold Your Mother: Woman of Faith. (November 21, 1973.) In Mary in the Church: A Selection of Teaching Documents.  Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2003.
Pope Paul VI. Marialis Cultus: For the Right Ordering and Development of Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary (February 2, 1974.) In Mary in the Church: A Selection of Teaching Documents.  Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2003.
Pope John Paul II. Redemptoris Mater (The Mother of the Redeemer: On the Blessed Virgin Mary in the  Life of the Pilgrim Church) (March 25, 1987.) In Mary in the Church: A Selection of Teaching Documents.  Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2003.

	

	RE 418 General Education Courses – Student Learning Outcomes
#11:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition and the Marianist Education Tradition
General Education Courses – Student Learning Outcomes – Religion
1)    The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually & spiritually engage them throughout their lives
2)    The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions
The Religious Studies’ Discipline Teaching Goals
Goal One:  We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation.
Goal Two: We will foster a reflective response and personal interaction with the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, encouraging increased understanding of the Traditionin our contemporary world and provide the opportunity for an adult appropriation of the faith within a nurturing academic environment
 
Discipline Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of: 
1)  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions
2)  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions
3)  Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition
4)  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace
RE 740 MPT Student Learning Outcome
Graduate Students of the Master of Pastoral Theology will demonstrate:
1.    an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression within a Vatican II framework, its historical development and its context within the broader Christian tradition
2.    an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace and justice that responds and leads to active participation within changing local and global environments
Methods of Assessment:  outcomes will be assessed on the basis of:
1)  engagement and participation in the online discussions, reading the resources available,
2)  course quizzes & group discussions          

	

	

	Native Hawaiian Values
Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:
1.     Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) “May I live by God”
2.     Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) “Acquire skill and make it deep”
3.     Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) “Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship”
4.     Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) “Education is the standing torch of wisdom”
5.     Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) “All knowledge is not taught in the same school”
Evaluation:
1. Readings and Participation: Each student is responsible for completing the assigned readings in the course, and participating in the discussions based on those readings. Attendance and participation on discussion threads will constitute approximately 20% of the overall grade. 
2. Discussion Essays: Each student is required to write short one page (approximately 250 words) essays based on the course readings and discussions. These essays are the responses to the weekly online discussions . They are submitted on the CANVAS online site for this course. These essays will constitute approximately 60% of the overall grade.
3. Quizzes: The online quizzes are open book and based on the readings and material covered in the online discussions/ lectures. Check the companion course site for any quizzes. Quizzes will constitute approximately 20% of the overall grade.

	

	Grade Calculation: RE 740
Attendance: Audit and all credit students are expected to attend the three gathering sessions (April 10, May 8, and June 12. Credit students are expected to participate in the discussions that occur between the gathering sessions. Participation in the online threaded discussions for a given week will count as “attending.” About 14% of the total grade (100 points)
Discussion Essays: 48%  (340 points available) 
Participation: 17% (120 points)
Quizzes: 20%  (140 points)
 
RE 418 Undergrad grading system based on 500 points
Complete the following short essay requirements:
Mary’s Magnificat Luke 1: 46-56  35 points
The Annunciation Luke 1:26-28    35 points
Marianist Educational Philosophy and You  30 points
Mary and John at the foot of the cross  30 points
The Wedding Feast at Cana  30 points
Woman Clothed with the Sun PART TWO  50 points
Quiz On Devotion to Mary in Chaminade’s Life  35 points
Attendance: Undergraduate audit and all credit students are expected to attend the three gathering sessions (April 10, May 8, and June 12.)  Credit students are expected to participate in the discussions that occur between the gathering sessions. Participation in the online threaded discussions for a given week will count as “attending.” About 20% of the total grade (100 points)
Discussion Essays: 49%  (245 points available) 
Participation: 24% (120 points)
Quiz: 7%     (35 points) 
 

Audit Students:
Attendance at the three gathering sessions
Participate in the following discussions: 
The Annunciation Luke 1:26-28    35 points
The Wedding Feast at Cana  30 points
Mary and John at the foot of the cross  30 points
 
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

	

	Course Expectations
This course is meant to help you explore the meaning and relevance of Mary in the contemporary Catholic Church. Why is she essential in God’s plan for our salvation? In coming to know Mary, what do we come to know about Jesus? About ourselves? What is her mission and how do we participate in her mission today? 
These sorts of questions are best answered in the context of your own perception of God becoming present in your life and the life of Christians today.
Grading:  Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of course content, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course and their relationship to the diaconate ministries.  
Plagiarism  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that:
"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1.     Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory.
2.     Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
3.     Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.
Syllabus Finality
The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus in response to the activities in the class, our rate of progress, or other unforeseen situations that may dictate changes. The general requirements will not be increased, but the relative weighting of areas may be adjusted according to the actual work completed by the class over the semester.


Course Summary:
	Date
	Details
	Due

	Sat Apr 17, 2021 
	Assignment History Journal 1 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat Apr 24, 2021 
	Assignment History Journal 2 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat May 1, 2021 
	Assignment History Journal 3 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat May 15, 2021 
	Assignment Truly Our Sister 1 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat May 22, 2021 
	Assignment Mary's Magnificat Luke 1: 46-56 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment The Annunciation Account: Luke 1:26-28 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment The Birth of Jesus: Luke 2: 1-7 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment The Visitation in Luke 1: 39-45 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment Truly Our Sister 2 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat May 29, 2021 
	Assignment Mary and John at the foot of the cross 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment The Wedding Feast at Cana 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment Woman Clothed with the Sun - Part One 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment Woman Clothed with the Sun - Part Two 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment Truly Our Sister 3 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat Jun 5, 2021 
	Assignment Truly Our Sister 4 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Sat Jun 19, 2021 
	Assignment Mother Mary Juiciest Tomato Discussion 
	due by 11:59pm 

	Wed Jun 23, 2021 
	Assignment Marianist Educational Philosophy and You 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment Quiz: On Devotion to Mary in Chaminade's Life Parts One and Two 
	due by 11:59pm 

	
	Assignment Roll Call Attendance
	



