Religious Studies 380: Angels and Demons                    Instructor: Dr. Peter Steiger, Ph.D.
Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu                                  Phone: 808-440-4212
Office: Henry 206K                                                     Office hours by appointment only
Course Description – RE 380 (Angels and Demons):
The Christian tradition is full of stories featuring a number of spiritual beings which do not formally count as ‘deities,’ but which exhibit knowledge and behavior which is unmistakably ‘deity-like.’ These beings are typically cataloged under the labels of ‘angel’ and ‘demon.’ In this course we will engage in the close reading of a number of texts that feature such characters in an attempt to gain a better understanding of the roles they play in Christian theological and spiritual contexts. The course covers angelology, demonology, and the appropriate spiritual responses to certain manifestations of diabolical activity. Students will study angels and demons from the perspectives of Scripture, tradition, theology and spirituality.
 
Required Texts:
Bonino, Serge-Thomas, OP.  Angels and Demons: A Catholic Introduction.  (Catholic University Press: Washington, DC, 2016)
Brakke, David (translator of Evagrius of Ponticus, Anti-rhetikos). Talking Back: A Monastic Handbook for Combatting Demons.  (Cistercian Publications/Liturgical Press: Collegeville, MN, 2009.)
Lewis, C.S. The Screwtape Letters.  (HarperCollins: New York, 2001).
Peck, M. Scott.  Glimpses of the Devil: A Psychiatrist’s Personal Accounts of Possession, Exorcism and Redemption.  (Simon & Schuster/Free Press: New York, 2005). 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:
Through this course, students will come to a deeper theological understanding of angelology and demonology. They will be able to articulate that understanding in oral and written form for theological studies.  They will be able to engage in dialogue concerning Christian theology of angels and demons and to begin more advanced research on it. Students will be able to show how the angelology or demonology can have consequences for other areas of theology.
Expectations:   Students taking this course will be required to complete extensive weekly readings (usually 50-75 pages) and be prepared to discuss and comment on these during class each week.  Class meetings will consist of dialogue concerning the content of the readings and significant theological reflection upon the meaning of the texts.  The student will be expected to complete all readings and to prepare some issues for discussion in addition to what the professor proposes for discussion.  Students who do not come prepared for discussion may be asked to drop the course. 
Methodology:
The methods of learning for this course will be as follows: Classroom discussion of assigned readings, viewing video presentations and movies, written reflections on assigned readings, oral presentations of reflections to the class, essay quizzes and one optional, bonus video project on angels and demons in art.
Course Assessment:
Assessment of student performance will be divided into two parts: participation and examination.
Participation will be assessed by means of weekly reflection assignments beginning in the second week of the semester. Students are expected to complete assigned readings for each meeting prior to class and will be called upon by the professor to summarize the readings assigned for the day by reading all or part of their written reflections. Students who are not prepared to share some thoughts on the day’s reading will lose points for this portion of the assessment.  Because of the pandemic, some students may be unable to participate during the regularly scheduled time, either via zoom or in person, but they are still required to submit their written reflection essay on time, which may then be shared with the class by the professor, so that they are participating, albeit asynchronously.  There will be ten reflection essay assignments during the semester, and each is worth 10 points.
Examination will be assessed by means of four scheduled major quizzes. All examinations will be based on the reading assignments and class lectures and will be conducted as open note and open book through the timed quiz function of Canvas.   The quiz format will be one essay response to a random prompt delivered by the Canvas software and will be designed to test that the student has read and understood the ideas and theology discussed in the readings. The prompt will not be provided in advance of the quiz, since students are able to use notes during the quiz session.  All quizzes must be completed during the 90-minute quiz session in the window of time (3-4 days) provided.  In order to receive a passing grade for the course, students must complete all four quizzes.  Each of the four quizzes will be worth 25 points.
Breakdown of point valuation is the following:
Participation in class – 50% of final grade:
10 reflection essays x 10 points = 100 points and 50% of final grade
Examination: Quizzes = 4 x 25% = 100 points and 50% of final grade
Grading Scale:
A – 91-100%         B – 80-90%           C – 70-79%           D – 63-69%           Failure <63%
Expectations of Students: Please refer to the Student Handbook for all applicable academic policies.
From the Undergraduate Academic Catalog:
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.
For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.).
Instructor’s other policies:
Late work policy:  On the weekly modules, you will find the deadlines clearly and repeatedly stated.  Late work and quizzes may receive a deduction for each day it is delayed, up to five days, after which time, the work will not be accepted.  This policy is a general guideline, not a strict rule.  The purpose of the due dates is to assist students in keeping on track throughout the course of the semester.  Please be mindful that submitting work on time is beneficial to you, the other students and the professor, who, likewise, is trying to maintain sanity through the same stresses caused by the pandemic.  If you struggle to get work done on time, contact me, so that we can formulate a strategy together.
Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
Disability Access
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kokua Ike Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel
Latin version                                             English version
	Sancte Michael Archangele,
defende nos in proelio;
contra nequitiam et insidias diaboli esto praesidium.
Imperet illi Deus, supplices deprecamur:
tuque, Princeps militiae Caelestis,
satanam aliosque spiritus malignos,
qui ad perditionem animarum pervagantur in mundo,
divina virtute in infernum detrude.
Amen
	Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle;
be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray:
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host,
by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen



