Philosophy 100: Intro to Philosophy				Instructor: Dr. Peter Steiger, Ph.D.
Email: psteiger@chaminade.edu 					Office Phone: 808-440-4212
Individual consultation:  Zoom or telephone call by appointment only


Catalogue Description - PH 100 Introduction to Philosophy:
A study of the nature of philosophical thought and methods by examining actual examples from a selection of classical Greek, medieval Christian, and modern European philosophers. Students will develop an understanding of the ways in which western culture functions.
General Education Learning Outcomes for PH 100:
1.  Students who successfully complete PH 100 will fulfill the General Education Learning Outcome for Critical Thinking, which states: 
“Students will systematically acknowledge and challenge
diverse evidence, concepts, assumptions and viewpoints.”
In Philosophy 100, this learning outcome is interpreted as follows:
· “Systematically” means present in an organized manner so that the information provided can be easily identified by others.
· “Acknowledge” means recognize, identify and comprehend adequately the “evidence, concepts, assumptions and viewpoints” presented.
· This requires the skills of active, effective, critical reading, listening and observing all sources under consideration in order to…
· Summarize the details of the “evidence, concepts, assumptions and viewpoints so that...
· The Outcome will be the student summarizing in adequate detail the evidence, concepts, assumptions and viewpoints of what is read, discussed, heard, and viewed in the course
· “Diverse” means that the information will come from various sources and through various mediums.
· “Challenge” in the GELO is understood by this faculty member to mean actively question with the intent both to more accurately understand the evidence and assumptions  being put forward as the viewpoint of each source on the concepts under discussion and to actively question with the intent to critique the weaknesses of the viewpoints of each source for the concepts under discussion so to challenge the viewpoints of the sources, and so to “challenge” is to first gain comprehension, and second to critique.
2.  Students who successfully complete PH 100 will fulfill the General Education Learning Outcome for Information Literacy, which states:

“Students will define, identify, locate, evaluate, synthesize
and present or demonstrate relevant information.”

In Philosophy 100, this learning outcome is interpreted as follows:
· “Define, identify, locate” relevant information means reviewing resources pertinent to the course, both primary texts in translation and secondary sources such as contemporary books, essays and articles, so as to properly evaluate, synthesize and present the ideas contained in these sources.  This will require skills such as:
· Appropriate definition of a source as primary or secondary as related to philosophy 
· Proper identification of citations from written texts utilizing contemporary standards of reference such as MLA or CMS that allow others to locate the same text with the name of the Author, Title of a work, publication date, page numbers or other pertinent details  present in an organized manner so that the information provided can be easily identified by others.
· “Evaluate, synthesize and present” relevant information means recognizing the accuracy, authority and value of particular sources of information through consideration of their strengths and weaknesses through comparative analysis of the selected authors and titles on the themes of the course in order to present an essay that draws together or synthesizes their arguments, ideas, logic, rationale, philosophy.
Assessment to demonstrate achievement of the General Education Learning Outcomes:
Demonstration by the student that she/he has achieved competency in Critical Thinking and/or Information Literacy will be done through successful completion of the final examination in PH 100, which will entail the individual student composing an essay of 1000 words where the student will analyze and incorporate three academic articles and three books by contemporary authors in conjunction with the writing of the three philosophers Plato, Aristotle and Augustine of Hippo to propose how ideas from classical philosophy can be retrieved to respond to one of the three themes/questions of the course – what is love, what is friendship or what is happiness?   Students must analyze the authors’ presentations of the theme of the course and systematically present the various authors’ viewpoints and how these viewpoints have been influenced by, diverged from, and/or challenge the philosophers, authors and other sources of ideas from the course material.  In so doing, the student will systematically acknowledge the views of the authors and challenge the evidence, concepts and assumptions made based on the links with previous thinkers.  Additionally, in the final exam essay, the student is required to systematically acknowledge how her/his own views have changed by comparison to views held prior to the course and how the course challenged their own assumptions and what they presumed to be true.
Course Learning Outcomes: 
In order that the students may have a better understanding of what they will learn in Philosophy 100, the following outcomes are provided.  Through the course, the student will:
1. Demonstrate familiarity with the major philosophers, ideas and development of western thought by identifying and explaining these in research.
2. Be able to articulate the central philosophical issues of western thought through participation in class and by means of written and oral assignments.
3. Begin to think philosophically by reflecting on her/his own views of these issues and demonstrate this reflective process orally in class and in written form in research papers.
The Mission and Identity of Chaminade University of Honolulu and the link with PH 100:
Our University mission statement reads: “Chaminade University offers its students an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, service and successful careers. Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character, personal competencies, and a commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers both the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.”  This course will help you to live out this mission in the following ways:
1. It will prepare you to deal with the questions of life – whom do I love, who are my friends, am I happy?
2. It will prepare you to serve by disciplining you to question what most do not, and to realize that living as a human is demanding, excessively complex, but phenomenally rewarding.
3. It will prepare you for a successful career by helping you recognize that happiness precedes success, rather than success resulting in happiness.
4. We will be guided by the founders of the liberal arts (Plato and Aristotle) and their Catholic successors in a collaborative learning environment, where you will be expected to learn from and teach each other.
PH 100 is foundational to your Marianist education – it will invite you to commit yourself to your own moral virtue for your happiness, so that you may assist in the building of a more just and peaceful world. 
Required Texts:  Hard copy preferred; electronic versions permitted, they but must be the same editions.
Aristotle.  Nicomachean Ethics.  Translated with Introduction, Notes and Glossary by Terence Irwin.  (Hackett Publishing Company:  Indianapolis, IN, 1999).
Augustine. Trilogy on Faith and Happiness. Translated by R.J. Teske, S.J., M.G. Campbell, O.S.A. and R. Kearney (New City Press: Hyde Park, NY, 2010).
Lewis, C.S. The Four Loves. (Harcourt, Inc.: Orlando, FL, 1988).
Peck, M. Scott. The Road Less Traveled: A New Psychology of Love, Traditional Values and Spiritual Growth. (Simon & Schuster: New York, 2003).
Pieper, Josef.  Happiness and Contemplation.  Introduced by Ralph McInerny; translated by Richard and Clara Winston.  (Pantheon and St. Augustine’s Press, Inc.:  New York, NY, 1958).
Plato.  Plato on Love.  Edited by C.D.C. Reeve.  (Hackett Publishing Company:  Indianapolis, IN, 2006).
Course Assessment:
Assessment of student performance will be divided into three parts:  participation, preparation and examination. 
Participation will be assessed by means of completion of a list of five questions based on the assigned reading that will be discussed by the professor during the Tuesday lecture meeting of the class and a weekly written reflection essay based on the class readings and lecture submitted as a Canvas assignment on Wednesday by 11:59 p.m. and then presented by each student during the Thursday meeting of the class.  Each set of questions will be worth five points and each reflection essay will be worth five points and there will be twelve of each during the semester worth a total of 120 points.  
Preparation for class meetings will be assessed by weekly reading quizzes delivered via Canvas; every quiz will be made available at 12:01 a.m. on each Tuesday and will be due on the following day, Wednesday, by 11:59 p.m., so students will have two days to complete the quiz; late quizzes may be penalized. Each quiz will be worth ten points, and there will be twelve quizzes, so preparation is worth 120 points.  
Examination will be assessed by means of the final exam for the course, which will be completed via Canvas, during the final week of the course.  More details on this final examination will be forthcoming, but it will be worth sixty (60) points and will serve to demonstrate that the student has fulfilled the General Education Learning Outcomes for Critical Thinking and Information Literacy and the Course Learning Outcomes for Philosophy 100, as stated above.
Because of the current pandemic no student will be penalized for missing a class meeting, however, because our class is made up of only a handful of people, students will be expected to participate fully in discussions throughout the semester.  Since some students will be taking the class remotely and others will be coming to campus for in person classes, Tuesday’s discussion of student questions and lecture by the professor will be simulcast via Zoom and recorded via Panopto, then posted to Canvas; students unable to attend these scheduled sessions may view the recording in order to keep up with the rest of the class.  Since Thursday class meetings are for student presentation of the reflection essay and discussion of the weekly quiz, those students who are unable to attend are required to schedule an individual zoom meeting with the professor where they will read their essay and discuss it with the professor.  If for any reason a student is unable to keep up with this schedule as proposed, the student is asked to contact and communicate with the professor as soon as possible – in these challenging times, accommodations are always available and easy to make, but it is the student’s responsibility to request assistance and seek guidance.  Finally, all assignments will be submitted via Canvas, and all grades will be marked and available there for students to view, HOWEVER, all calculations of the final grade for the semester must be done manually, as Canvas does not render accurate grades. Please see the breakdown below.
Breakdown of assessment:
Participation in class: 40% of final grade = 
(12 lists of questions x 5 pts = 60 points) + (12 reflection essays x 5 pts = 60 points) = 120 points
Preparation for class: 40% of final grade = 12 reading quizzes x 10 pts each = 120 points
Final Examination for Learning Outcomes assessment = 20% of final grade = 60 points
Total points possible for the entire semester = 300 points = 100%
Grading Scale: A: 91-100%    B: 81-90%             C: 70-80%      D: 65-69%      Failure <65%
Course Teaching Objectives:
The principal objective of this course is for the student to read, write and contemplate about issues in the Western Philosophical Tradition, some of its characters, themes and historical development. The student will be introduced to how philosophy shapes our thinking and understanding of human life. In addition, it is hoped that through this course the student begins to do philosophy in her or his own right and form critical thinking skills through engagement with other thinkers who have influenced the course of ideas for more than two millennia. The course provides background for consideration of philosophical issues in more advanced courses.
Methodology:
The method for attaining the course objectives will be classroom discussion of assigned readings, preparation of a lecture notebook, oral presentations during Zoom sessions and/or face to face, and exams.
Expectations of Students: Please refer to the Student Handbook for all applicable academic policies. 
Academic Conduct Policy
From the 2019-2020 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 39):
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.
For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook (Links to an external site.).
Instructor’s other policies:
Late work policy:  On the weekly modules, you will find the deadlines clearly and repeatedly stated.  Late work and quizzes may receive a deduction for each day it is delayed, up to five days, after which time, the work will not be accepted.  This policy is a general guideline, not a strict rule.  The purpose of the due dates is to assist students in keeping on track throughout the course of the semester.  Please be mindful that submitting work on time is beneficial to you, the other students and the professor, who, likewise, is trying to maintain sanity through the same stresses caused by the pandemic.  If you struggle to get work done on time, contact me, so that we can formulate a strategy together.

Mindfulness: Please be mindful of the following:
1) Your behavior in the class can either promote the learning of your classmates, or detract from it – people pay a lot to be here, so please do not rob others of the opportunity to learn by talking, whispering answers or calling out responses when it is not your turn to speak.
2) The syllabus is like a contract between all of us in the class that establishes that the course will be conducted fairly for all; do not ask the professor to grant you special considerations that violate the spirit of the syllabus, as this is unfair to other students and the professor.
3) All in the class are human beings with complex lives and stresses that others do not know – BE KIND AND PATIENT – toward each other and the professor.        
4) Anxiety is like a highly contagious disease, but those who have it love to give it to others; please be aware that even though you may be stressed out that does not entitle you to pass on stress to others, especially at the end of the semester, and especially not to the professor.
Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
Disability Access
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kokua Ike Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
