Chaminade University of Honolulu

Accelerated Undergraduate Programs
English 101: Introduction to Expository Writing
Course ID: EN 10130




Term: Fall 03 (6 Oct-18 Dec)

Instructor: Theodore Riese



Location: Tripler AMC, Bldg 102

Phone: 286-5086




Meeting Times: R 1730-2140

e-mail: theodoreriese@msn.com


Office: R 1630-1720, TBA

Required Texts: Lester Faigley, The Brief Penguin Handbook (ISBN 0-321-20259-7); additional readings in this syllabus; a current, reliable dictionary.
Course description:  from the catalog: Instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. Instruction in basics of organization and clear expression and use of Standard Edited American English. Prerequisite: Grade of 'C' or better in EN 100 or placement.

Course Description Specific to this Section:  The rhetorical modes of Description, Narration, Cause and Effect, and Analysis are sequentially employed in the four major essay assignments.  Please note what is NOT taught in this course: grammar, usage (including standard, idiomatic English usage), paragraphing and rudimentary composition techniques.  These should be considered prerequisite to EN 101; your enrollment in EN 101 presumes reasonable facility with English fundamentals.  In any event, such facility is required for successful completion of the course even though is it not taught here.  Students finding themselves in need of out of class help beyond that which can be provided by the instructor are encouraged to make use of available tutorial facilities by contacting the Academic Achievement Program (AAP) at Chaminade (735-4881) or the Tripler coordinator (840-1025).

The instructor is cheerfully available to help students develop, compose, and revise their essays, both during office hours and on line.  Students are advised, however, that the best way to take full advantage of the instructor’s assistance is to write early.

Course Objectives:  Reading and Composition classes such as this one represent an introduction to and practice in scholarship: that is, the methodical analysis of data, drawing conclusions from such data, and writing those conclusions clearly and logically.  Upon completion of the course, the student will demonstrate—in written essays which are organized, clear, and essentially error free—the ability to 1) read texts at the level of sophistication of Didion’s “LA Notebook” and comprehend their meaning, understand their rhetorical structure, analyze their arguments, and respond critically to their style; 2) compare and contrast ideas from a number of sources on a given theme and formulate a thoughtful and cogent response to these ideas; 3) write organized, clear, and coherent essays in a number of rhetorical modes, moving from personal experience to more abstract arguments, rationally and with some grace.

Course Requirements:  Weekly reading assignments from the texts and this syllabus; regular in class quizzes, which can be objective tests for reading completion and comprehension but are more often short analytical essays based on the assigned readings, done individually or in groups, in or out of class, those in class usually unannounced); four essay assignments, two out of class, one in-class midterm and a final exam.  All out-of-class papers must be typed; computer access and literacy are assumed.

Grades:  are based on the four essays, two out of class, one in-class midterm and the final exam (20% each) and the accumulated quizzes (20%).  Quizzes are graded using an arbitrary 5 point scale (5, A; 4, B, etc.); the value of any particular quiz is based on how many are assigned and cannot be determined until the end of the semester.

For the criteria used in grading written work, see the explanation later in this syllabus. Out of class papers 

may be rewritten, and the new grade will replace the old, provided such work is turned in no later than two weeks after it has been returned by the instructor or the end of the ninth week.  Late papers will be penalized one full grade.  All written work in this class is at least potentially public, and may have to be shared with others, peer edited in groups, or even read aloud to the class.    

Attendance:  from the catalog: Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. They should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should officially withdraw from all affected courses. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade. Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Long-term unexcused absence may lead to loss of financial aid. Any absence of two weeks or more must be reported to the Associate Provost and the Records Office by the instructor. Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. If attendance is not continuous, financial aid may be terminated.

Specific to this section:  students must inform the instructor of an impending absence to avoid penalties for late work; and, in any event, quizzes generally cannot be made up.
Honesty:  It is expected that students have familiarized themselves with the Chaminade academic honesty policies in the catalog and elsewhere and will be guided by them.  Academic dishonesty (i.e., knowingly presenting another’s work as your own) will not be tolerated here.

Schedule of Assignments by week.  Subject to change.  Dates are due dates.  Students are not required to write out exercises following readings unless specifically assigned.

1.  10/9
Introduction to Class.  “Anecdote of the Jar” (Syllabus for EN 101, p.5).

2.  10/16  
Description. “Red Wheelbarrow” (Syllabus, p.7); “To Autumn” (S, 8); “Diner at Midnight” (S, 9). Brief Penguin Handbook, Paragraphs (pp.37-55), Style (327-68). Descriptive Essay Assigned.

3.  10/23
DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY DRAFT DUE. Peer Editing.  “LA Notebook”(S, 12).  Handbook, Editing (pp.55-64). 

4.  10/30
DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY DUE.  Narration.  “To Build a Fire”(S, 15); Writing narration.  “A Night of Violence,” “Adopting a Handicap” (S, 22).  HB, Reflection (75-86).  


5.  11/6
IN-CLASS MIDTERM ESSAY (NARRATION).

6.  10/6
Critical Reading and Analyzing Texts.  “Popular Mechanics,” “My Papa’s Waltz,” “Poison Tree” (S, 26); Analysis, “In ‘A Hanging’”, “Paul’s Case” (S, 27).  HB, Critical Reading (65-8), Writing About Literature (271-80).

7.  10/13
CAUSE AND EFFECT.  “My Wood,” “Giving Up Baby” (S, 29). Cause and Effect Essay Assigned (S, 33). HB, Rhetorical Triangle (5-12); Drafting (25-37).

8.  10/20
CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY DRAFT DUE.  Peer Editing. HB, Words and Images (13-25), Critical Viewing (70-73).

9.  10/27
CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY DUE.  “How to Detect Propaganda,” Power Bar Ad and Analyisis (S, 33).  Bring in ad.  HB, Argument (102-110), Verbal Fallacies (69-70), Plagiarism (215-23), Documentation (307-19).

10. 11/3
FINAL ESSAY DUE.  Documented Ad Analysis.

Grading Criteria: The following statement is an attempt to clarify the standards I apply when assigning letter grades to written work. The statement is drawn from my experience and is generally correct though it will certainly not be applicable in every case—writing is never completely predictable or quantifiable.

An A paper shows understanding of the assignment, and completes the assignment in a thoughtful way; is carefully and consistently organized, though not slavishly following a formulaic pattern; develops a clearly stated thesis which is focused and not obvious or trite; is paragraphed, and the paragraphs are focused, logical and developed through recognized rhetorical means (example, definition, comparison, etc.); shows some sensitivity to language and style, notably in the introduction and conclusion; is unified, coherent, grammatical, idiomatic and entirely legible.

A B paper is a flawed A paper, in one or more ways: the assignment is not fully grasped or completed; the organization is not consistent, often within paragraphs; the thesis is not fully thought out or focused; paragraphs are not clearly supporting the thesis or completely developed; the paper shows signs of haste or lack of revision in grammar, usage, manuscript form.

A C paper is only adequate: the assignment is completed perfunctorily, showing little thought or creativity; organization is weak or mechanical and formulaic; the thesis tends to be vague or obvious; paragraphs are thinly or inconsistently developed; style is often simplistic or awkward, notably in introductions and conclusions; coherence, if present, is mechanical; patterns of grammatical, usage or idiomatic errors may be present.

An NC paper is seriously defective in one or more ways: it does not grasp or complete the assignment; is not paragraphed; substitutes summary, paraphrase, impression or opinion for thought and development; is plagued by sentence level problems, often including second language interference; is not documented; is stolen.

Minor Disclosure: “Materials used in this class may include contemporary literature or media of an adult nature; some materials may be chosen, in part because they cause discomfort with established or ‘received’ opinions and beliefs.  By law minors may participate in college-level classes only if they will ‘benefit from advanced scholastic or vocational work ‘ (Ed. Code, Sec. 48800). If you are a minor and object to such materials, you should withdraw.  Regardless of your age, if your religious convictions or sensitivities are incompatible with your exposure to such materials, you should reconsider your enrollment. Your continued presence in this class constitutes acceptance of these conditions of instruction.”

