chaminade  university  of  Honolulu
HI 301 – Early America:  from Native Indians through 1815
Willis H A Moore, Instructor – willis.moore@chaminade.edu                  808-782-3562 – voice/text;     CAMPUS OFFICE:   HENRY HALL 208 – C 
Syllabus:  January 2021 – on – line
COURSE SUMMARY:  North America had native peoples living there for at least 30,000 years; some lived along the eastern seaboard in the tidewater and piedmont from Atlantic to the Appalachian Ridge.  It was they who encountered English and Dutch, beginning in the 16th Century.
In the early 17th Century, the Virginia Company dispatched a 2nd company of men to settle along what they would name the James River.  The Virginia Company subsequently made arrangements with Separatists who would found Plymouth Colony in 1620.  The English language was a common bond between these early settlements which became Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Maryland and Virginia.  An exception was New Amsterdam along the Hudson River which spoke Dutch and English.
In the 18th Century more Europeans came to British North America from Ireland, Scotland, and German-speaking regions of the continent.  With the formation of the Colony of Georgia in 1735, there were 13 Colonies in British North America.  In mid-18th - century, the “Great Awakening” was more than a religious revival; it gave birth to ideas of authority, monarchy, individual rights.  After the 1763 conclusion of the Seven Years’ War (aka French and Indian War) in North America, issues arose between colonists and the Mother Country.  These festered into rebellion and a shooting war began in 1774.
Declaring themselves independent of Britain on 04 July 1776, these 13 colonies now called themselves “The United States of America.”  The decision by the British to quit fighting in 1781, led to peace talks and finally a Treaty in 1783, recognizing the U.S.A. as independent, sovereign and having the Mississippi 
River as western boundary.  Trying to govern themselves as 13 highly independent states in some kind of union, the “Articles of Confederation” were adopted in 1781; but these proved to have irreparable weaknesses.  A “Constitution of the United States of America” was written in the summer of 1787, ratified in 1788, and a new National government formed in 1788/1789.
Political parties/positions developed by the election of 1796 and a disputed election in 1800 saw Thomas Jefferson finally emerge as President.  Jefferson’s “democratic” ideas and ideals helped acquire Louisiana and double the size of the nation; but his economic policies proved disastrous.  Jefferson’s friends, fellow Virginians, and fellow “democratic republicans,” Madison and Monroe, found themselves headed into another war with Britain.  The conclusion of the “War of 1812” found the USA more unified, patriotic, and self-assured than before.  Still the spectre of slavery which had been introduced in 1619 at Jamestowne, Virginia, hung heavily over the growing nation.
This course emphasizes two of 5 MARIANIST CHARACTERISTICS of EDUCATION:  #5 – Education for adaptation and change, and also #1 – Formation in faith.
The study of USA history, particularly the formative years, embraces two particular MARIANIST VALUES:  “Formation in Faith” pervades the founding of British colonies on the east coast of North America.  From the “faith” of Puritan Separatists, motivated to leave England forever and create their “City set on a hill…” in North America, through the Anglican traditions brought earlier to Jemestowne, and Roman Catholic faith of Lord Baltimore in accepting “Mary Land” from King James, what would become the USA was founded by people who took religious faith seriously.  In the 18th Century additional faith communities of Quakers, Moravians, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and Baptists became important in the pre-Independence War era.  Students are encouraged to reflect on their own faith traditions through the study of preceding generations.
A second MARIANIST VALUE is ADAPTATION AND CHANGE.  Early settlers from across the Atlantic had to adapt to new land, new diseases, new foods, and figuring a way to get along with (or subdue) the Indians.  Coping with change on the part of British kings and parliament, then as independent USA, coping with confronting revolution in France, with immigrants, with mistreatment of commercial ships and crews, were all challenges found in USA history.  With the new nation spreading beyond its original boundary of the Mississippi River there needed to be adaptation to new states, more members of Congress, communication, transport, and general administration.
OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate a deeper understanding of the roots, core values, and motivations which created the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA from 13 disparate and sometimes squabbling British Colonies.  Special emphasis on the Constitution of the USA will enlarge knowledge and appreciation of the governing document of the Nation.



TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS:
Students are expected to have and to use a PC, laptop, or tablet computer.  While the use of a smart phone may prove helpful, it cannot accomplish the writing or ZOOM meetings of this class (unless you have extenuating circumstances which you must share with the Instructor.)  
A weekly, hour-long meeting using ZOOM will be offered.  The time for this meeting will be arranged to meet your schedule and location; there may be two such meetings each week to accommodate all students.  ZOOM meetings require a camera; your visual presence will earn credit for attendance.  Blank or virtual screens will nor count as attendance in person.

The learning management system used by Chaminade University is CANVAS.  Help is available if you are not familiar with CANVAS.  Do not hesitate to ask Instructor for assistance.
COMMUNICATION, FEEDBACK, and HELP
Instructor is available 7 days of the week.  Please contact by e-mail (willis.moore@chaminade.edu) or by brief text message (for quick reply).  E-mail messages will garner a reply in 24 hours or less; materials submitted for grading will be completed within one week.  Please do NOT use Facebook Messenger.  If circumstances, illness, personal or family problems manifest, please contact Instructor Moore ASAP to work out a modus operandi so you can succeed.  All communication is personal and confidential.
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY faculty and staff are committed to helping you.  In matters relating to A.D.A. or any other problem, contact Instructor, or, the Dean of Students (808-735-4711 = switchboard will direct your call).  Our policy is “Students First.”
HOW THIS CLASS WORKS:
This is a TEN WEEK CLASS; time will pass quickly so stay current.
1.  Instead of a traditional TEXTBOOK, this course will utilize BN COURSEWARE which will be available to you through CANVAS.  There are reading assignments and videos to watch in the COURSEWARE. The charge for this COURSEWARE is $20.
2. There will be 10 modules, one for each week:  check the MODULES tab in CANVAS to read each one.  A MODULE will contain a reading assignment in the COURSEWARE, some short videos to watch, and a longer WRITING assignment for the week……300-500 word essay.  EACH Module is worth 10 points towards a total possible of 100 points.  EACH MODULE will be visible on the Monday of each week; assignments in the MODULE will allow two weeks to complete.
3. Each weekly writing assignment will let you address an issue in USA early history, not merely recitation of dates, names, battles, or other facts.
4. EACH MODULE is worth up to 10 points; a FINAL EXAM ESSAY will let you choose a topic from a list provided and write 3-4 pages on that topic.  This at home EXAM will also be worth 10 points.  70+ total points is a “C”, 80+ total points is a “B”, and 90+ total points = “A” for your FINAL GRADE.
5. There will be opportunities for “extra credit points” as the course proceeds.  These are generally movies you can watch, videos beyond those contained in the COURSEWARE, a point for each ZOOM meeting you attend, or the possibility of visiting the HAWAIIAN MISSION HOUSES HISTORIC SITE.
SCHEDULE FOR THIS COURSE:
EACH SUNDAY or MONDAY MORNING, visit chaminade.edu, select STUDENT at top of welcome page, then at your left, select CANVAS Learning Management system.  At the CANVAS page, double click on this course and proceed to MODULES to get assignments for the current week.
Week 01 = 11 January 2021:  Module #1
Week 02 = 18 January 2021:  Module #2
Week 03 = 25 January 2021:  Module #3
Week 04 = 01 February 2021:  Module #4
Week 05 = 08 February 2021:  Module #5
Week 06 = 15 February 2021:  Module #6
Week 07 = 22 February 2021:  Module #7
Week 08 = 01 March 2021:  Module #8
Week 09 = 08 March 2021:  Module #9 and also receive FINAL EXAM ESSAY
Week 10 = 15 March 2021:  Module 10 and also FINAL EXAM ESSAY is due
FINAL GRADES will be posted to the Chaminade website by 24 March 2021



[bookmark: _GoBack]#1 - - “The Land Before Time”    The territory which would become the USA, the River systems, forests, mineral wealth.  The concept of “geographical determinism.” Native America Indians in the eastern woodlands.
#2 - -  Britain in the 16th Century:  Recovery from Plague, Reformation, wars, the Church of/In England, Puritans, Separatists, political turmoil of the 16th Century, Elizabethan calm, Raleigh, Roanoke, and Jamestowne.
#3 - - New England distinctiveness:  Climate prevented some diseases, rocky soil not conducive to plantations, Puritan legacies, lived in towns, town meetings, the meeting house, congregationalism.  Disputes such as Roger Williams and Anne Hathaway.  Formation of four colonies.  Harvard in 1836.
#4 - - Africa and the slave trade.  Conditions in western Africa in 16th Century, the Portuguese and Spaniards, indentured servitude becomes slavery.  Follow slave laws in Colonial Virginia.  College of William and Mary in 1691.
#5 - - Colonial differences:  Religion (Anglican, Quaker, Puritan/congregational),  Agriculture:  plantations, monoculture, harsh winters, rocky soil in New England, the Pennsylvania success stories.  Slavery declines in the north (why?) while slavery grows in the Chesapeake, Carolinas, and Georgia (why?)
#6 - - Attempts at cooperation, Iroquois Confederation.  The role of Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790, the “Great Awakening,” influence of science and reason, “benign neglect” policies of Britain.
#7 - - disputes become conflict.  French and Indian War outcomes of limitation, Appalachian ridgeline, quartering of troops, Boston “massacre,” the “tea party,” actual shooting war, George Washington, the Continental “Army” becomes the United States Army.  The patriots did not “win,” they outlasted the British who went home in 1781-1782.
#8 - - Governance:  the Articles of Confederation, the Treaty of Paris, the Constitution, dispute over “Federalism”, first elections in 1788, Washington chosen President in 1789, a new government, cabinet officers, role of John Adams as Vice-President, colonial debt.
#9 - - Political differences:  Federalist versus Republican, Adams as last Federalist President.  Alien and Sedition Acts.  Jefferson’s ideas, hopes, plans, and actions:  Louisiana and embargo. A complex man of contrasts.
#10 - - conflicts with Britain escalate, weak military encourages British belligerence, and war declared by Congress in 1812.  The outcomes of this 2nd War with Britain were mixed:  Washington DC was burned, a “National anthem” had been written, national pride as a “nation” increased.
