Course Syllabus
Chaminade University of Honolulu

History 405: African Americans
Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

This course introduces African American history from slavery to black lives matter.  It will examine their experience as slaves before the Civil War, their treatment as second-class citizens during the “Jim Crow” era, and their struggles through the Civil Rights movement.  The course will follow their story through individuals such as Anthony Johnson, Phillis Wheatley, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey, Ida B. Wells, Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and Fanny Lou Hamer.    
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course will evaluate the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meeting future challenges.  How was it like to be captured in Africa, shipped across the Atlantic Ocean, and sold as a slave in America?  What kinds of adaptation and change did African Americans have to undergo in order to survive in this new and strange land?  Even after emancipation in 1865, African Americans struggled in a nation that treated them as second-class citizens.  “Jim Crow” laws in the South placed them in separate and inferior schools, employment, and public accommodations.  How did they adapt their lives to live under those conditions?  How did African Americans have to change their behaviors in order to survive beatings, jails, and lynching.    

This course will integrate the experience of students with global awareness in the context of this course – Dynasties of China – and in the field of history with a diverse community of learners.  The course introduces students to the spread of China’s culture and civilization to East Asia.  Japan, Korea, and Vietnam adopted China’s written language, its Buddhist religion, its Confucian ethical and political system.

The Silk Roads linked China to Central Asia and Europe – creating the world’s first global trading network.  Not only trade commodities traveled along the routes.  Gun-powder, compass, and paper-making reached Europe, while Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, and Nestorian Christianity were introduced to China. 

Our students come from a diverse background, including Asia, Oceania, Europe, Africa, Australia, and the Americas.  This course will enable them to better understand the origins and development of their own cultures.  It will also introduce them to cultures, religions, politics, and economics from around the world.          

General Education Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to…

· evaluate the ways in which adaptation and change are essential to understanding the past, analyzing the present, and meet future challenges and needs

· integrate their experience with global awareness in the context of this World Civilizations course and the field of history within a diverse community of learners

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course, students will demonstrate…

· a working knowledge of the key people, events, and developments in Pre-Modern China

· an understanding of change, continuity, and causality (this is also a program  learning outcome)

Program Learning Outcomes

Upon successfully completing this course within the Historical and Political Studies Program, students will…

· examine the workings of politics and governance through different regions, cultures, and civilizations of the past

· recognize the impact of change, continuity, and causality through chronological examinations of the past and the cause and effect that takes place in history  

Characteristics of Marianist Education

This course embodies the “Characteristics of the Marianist Education,” central to the mission of Chaminade University of Honolulu, in the following ways…

1.  Provide an Integral, Quality Education

In this course, the instructor and the students “collaborate together in attaining knowledge of the human condition within the larger community of all creation, applying both faith and reason in their quest of meaning.”  They seek to “uncover and probe the deep questions of human meaning.  It places this search for truth within a value-centered worldview that begins with the dignity of each person, living their life within an interconnected whole that we call creation.”

2.  Educate for Service, Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation

Marianist higher education is “deeply committed to the common good.”  This course is undertaken as “a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to engage the classroom with the wider world.”  It is part of our responsibilities as an institution built on the teachings of Christ “to promote the dignity of all human persons.  To do so authentically, we must acknowledge, analyze, and deeply comprehend global disparities.”

3.  Educate for Adaptation and Change

After the French Revolution, Father Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary, stated, “new times call for new methods.”  Adaptation and change, however, must begin with a firm understanding of the past.  This course understands that “students need a substantive knowledge of the past, analytical tools for understanding the world around them and critical thinking skills to mindfully respond and shape the unknowable future.”  It tries “to shape students’ understanding of the interconnectedness of human knowledge as a foundation for effective action in an increasingly interdependent world.”       

School Policies

1.  Academic Honesty

Violations of the Honor Code are serious.  They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University.  This includes signing in for someone else on attendance sheets.  It also includes persons taking online examinations for someone else.

Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs.

2.  Disability Access

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disabilities Services.  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADS) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly.  You may contact the staff in the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.

3.  Title IX Compliances

Chaminade University of Honolulu (CUH) recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people.  Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH.  If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report the matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am very concerned about creating a safe and healthy learning environment for you.  Should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator at CUH.  Should you want to speak to a confidential source, you may contact the Chaminade Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845.  



Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.  Read the course textbook.
· Take five (5) examinations.

Grades

Attendance and participation							100 points
Examinations (5 exams 100 points each)					500 points

Grading:    370-400 points = A; 330-369 = B; 280-229 =C; 240-279 = D; Below 240 = F.

Course Outline

Week 1:	Geography and Prehistory of China
Week 2:	Shang Dynasty:  China’s first civilization
Week 3:	Zhou Dynasty and the Mandate of Heaven / 1st Examination
Week 4	Confucianism, Legalism and Daoism: Their Impact on Asia and the World
Week 5:	Qin Dynasty and the Reunification of China
Week 6:	400-Year Han Dynasty: Story of Adaptation & Change / 2nd Examination
Week 7:	Global Trade and Commerce along the Silk Roads
Week 8:	Cosmopolitanism of the Tang Dynasty
Week 9:	Buddhism: Introduction of a Global Religion to China / 3rd Examination
Week 10:	Song Dynasty and China’s Inventions that Impacted the World
Week 11:	Mongols: Story of Adaptation and Change among Pastoral Nomads
Week 12:	Global Trade and Commerce in the Mongol Empire  / 4th Examination  
Week 13:	Ming Dynasty: Global Ocean Voyages to Retreat behind the Great Wall
Week 14:	Manchus & the Qing Dynasty: Pastoral Nomads that conquered China 
Week 15:	Opium War: East-West Confrontation and the Fall of Imperial China 
Week 16:	5th Examination

Course Text

Mitch Yamasaki, China’s Dynasties: A Brief History (2020), Linus Learning

Office Hours

Henry 208H:		Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:30 – 3:50 PM
Phone:			735-4824
E-mail:			myamasak@chaminade.edu
