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Course Number: FS 340L[image: ]
Course Title: Crime Scene Investigation Laboratory
Department Name: Forensic Sciences
School Name: Natural Sciences and Mathematics
Term: Spring 2021
Course Credits: 1
Class Meeting Days: Thursday
Class Meeting Hours: 5:30PM – 8:20PM
Class Location: L6 Henry Hall & Crime Scene House

Instructor Name: Chelsea Gamiao
Email: chelsea.gamiao@chaminade.edu
Office and Mailbox Location: 115 Wesselkamper Science Center 
Office Hours: By Appointment
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]University Course Catalog Description 
FS 340L Crime Scene Investigation Laboratory (1) 
Laboratory and field exercises to provide experience in crime scene search and processing, recognition, collection and preservation of different categories of evidence. Applications of photography to scene documentation. Use of proper personal safety precautions while at a crime scene. Prerequisites: FS 333 or FS 333L. Concurrent registration in FS 340 is required.

Required Text:
Gardner, RM. Practical crime scene processing and investigation. 2nd ed. Boca Raton: CRC Press; 2012. 498 p. ISBN: 9781439853023

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)
Upon completion of this course, students will:

1. Approach a crime scene safely and methodically
2. Recognize, collect, and preserve different types of physical evidence
3. Document crime scenes completely and accurately
4. Demonstrate the entire sequence of protocols involved in an investigation, from entry to the crime scene until the case is completed

Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) 
Upon completion of the degree program in Forensic Sciences, students will be able to:

1. Apply the scientific method in an adaptive and mindful manner
2. Use techniques for recognition, documentation, analysis, and interpretation of physical evidence 
3. Implement quality assurance programs, incorporating ethics and professional practice, to act as stewards of justice and peace throughout the broader community
4. Communicate disciplinary knowledge to diverse audiences
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Marianist Characteristics & Native Hawaiian Values
Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture and this class represents one component of your education at Chaminade University of Honolulu. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:

1. Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) May I live by God
2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep
3. Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship
4. Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school
  
This class will focus on an education in the forensic sciences as an education in service, justice, and peace. This characteristic will be obvious to you very early in the class when we discuss all of the rules associated with the collection, analysis, and interpretation of physical evidence. You will learn that most forensic scientists are public servants that conduct science for the benefit of society. Forensic scientists analyze, and speak for, evidence so that justice can be served and peaceful society can flourish.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]

Required Learning Materials & Class Meetings
This class will be managed electronically through Canvas and Email. 

Canvas
Canvas will serve as the repository for university documents and your grade, which will be updated each week. Canvas will also be used for email communication. In the event of redirecting to online student learning, Canvas will serve as the hub for all lab assignments given. 

Class Meetings
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Classes will be held in Henry Hall Lab 6 or the Crime Scene House as scheduled. Please ensure you check your canvas calendar to see where the lab will be taking place. You will earn 10 points for attendance per discussion (see below). 
[bookmark: _heading=h.7n633vbkclaa]
[bookmark: _heading=h.ggrwlxthds4e]Online students, the modules for each lab activity will be locked until the monday of that lab week. The Canvas course has been made to accommodate a self paced lab versus one lab during a certain time period. Weekly Discussions will count toward the 10 points that account for attendance.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fti75ldqap2h]
[bookmark: _heading=h.tdvvw89iybxc]Note: Students who have opted for online student learning are able to choose to attend in-person labs if they give a week’s advance notice. As well as if in-person students would like to attend online labs.

Crime Scene Kit 
The class will be divided into CSI teams and each team is responsible for their equipment. Also, it is mandatory for each CSI team to bring all equipment each week. The Team Leader is responsible to have the CSI kit and check if they need some replacement or refills. The CSI kit is composed of a photographic camera, flash, tripod, and one box with elements to develop, collect the evidence, and personal protective equipment protection.


TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Week/Lab
	Wed Section
	Subject
	Notes

	1
	4 February 
	Syllabus, Laboratory Safety, & Tour of Crime Scene House, delivery of CSI equipment 
	Lab 6

	2
	11 February
	Characterizing Physical Evidence 
	

	3
	18 February  
	Search Methods and Notes
	

	4
	25 February 
	Photography and Diagramming (part 1)
	

	5
	4 March
	Photography and Diagramming (part 2)
	

	6
	11 March 
	PRACTICAL EXAM #1 [Physical Evidence, Search Methods, Sketch]
	

	7
	18 March
	Fingerprint and Impression Evidence
	

	8
	25 March
	Blood Evidence and Bloodstain Documentation
	

	9
	1 April
	Photography (Special circumstances)
	

	10
	8 April
	Shooting Scene Reconstruction, Firearms, and Working with Subjects
	

	11
	15 April
	FINAL EXAM: Documentation [Photographs, Diagram, Notes] and Collection of Physical Evidence] 
	

	12
	22 April
	Work Period: Compiling Final Exam Case File
	Lab 6

	13
	29 April  
	Lecture/Presentation on Expert Witness Testimony
	Lab 6




EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE
All grades will be posted in Canvas within one week of assignment/exam submission. Attendance grades will be posted to Canvas on a weekly basis. Your grade will be kept current all semester. You are encouraged to contact me at chelsea.gamiao@chaminade.edu at any time to discuss your grades. I strongly encourage you to check your grades regularly.

Attendance & Participation
Class will meet at the Crime Scene House or Henry Lab 6 at scheduled class times. You’re required to participate in all scheduled class periods unless you have an excusable absence (see below). You will earn ten (10) points per discussion completed. The discussion is based on attendance.

The remainder of class time will be used to review the week’s Practical Assignment, answer questions, and work together. You should view the class periods as helpful meetings where we can share our experiences, spend time together, and learn from one another.

Lab Exercises and Scene Reports – Investigative Partner Interaction & Peer Review
You will be grouped with other students to work on your Scene Reports. Your partners will serve as peer reviewers before you submit your report to me. These will be reviewed and graded to make sure you have a solid foundation for the Final Report due at the end of semester. Each report is worth 10 points. Reports are due at the beginning of the next lab whereas photographs are to be sent the evening the lab took place. Late Report submissions will be penalized points per day late. 

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
Final grades will be totaled using the following weighting:

Attendance/discussion: 130 points (10 points each Lab) = 13%
Lab Exercises and Reports: 100 points (10 points each) = 10%
Practical Exam #1: 25 points = 25%
Final Exam: 25 points = 25%
Final Case File: 30 points = 27%
Total: 310 points = 100%
The class will be divided in CSI teams if applicable

GRADING SCALE:
90 - 100%  A
80 - <90%  B
70 - <80%  C
60 - <70%  D
<60%	       F

Numerical grades containing decimal points will not be rounded up during the conversion to letter grades.


Instructor and Student Communication 
Questions for this course can be emailed to the instructor at chelsea.gamiao@chaminade.edu Online and in-person meetings can also be arranged. 

ADDITIONAL DIVISIONAL AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
DRESS CODE:

This course is conducted in a laboratory. The following dress code and rules apply while in the lab:

1. Closed-toe shoes or sneakers. NO SANDALS OR SLIPPERS.
2. Lab coat
3. Tyvek Suit
4. Safety glasses/gloves when instructed
5. No eating, drinking, or gum chewing

During outdoor and Crime Scene House laboratory exercises, students must abide by the following:

1. Wear closed-toe shoes
2. Hats, sunscreen, and water are suggested for working in the sun
3. There is no eating or drinking within crime scene boundaries, but you may have something to drink outside those boundaries

Any additional requisite safety gear for a particular process or piece of equipment must be worn at all times during the process or while operating the equipment.

FOOD:

No food or beverages are allowed in the laboratory or within the boundaries of the crime scenes.


Academic Conduct Policy
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.

Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.
Technical Assistance for Canvas Users:
· Search for help on specific topics or get tips in Canvas Students
·  Live chat with Canvas Support for students
· Canvas Support Hotline for students:  +1-833-209-6111
· Watch this video to get you started 
· Online tutorials:  click on “Students” role to access tutorials
· Contact the Chaminade IT Helpdesk for technical issues:  helpdesk@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735-4855

Tutoring and Writing Services 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to: biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s website (https://chaminade.edu/advising/kokua-ike/) for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click Account – Notifications – TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.

Cell phones, tablets, and laptops
Out of consideration for your classmates, please set your cell phone to silent mode during class. Students are encouraged to bring laptops or tablets to class as the instructor will assign online activities and readings that will require the use of a laptop or tablet. Laptops and tablets should not be misused, such as checking distracting websites. Use your best judgment and respect your classmates and instructor.

Disability Access
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.

Attendance Policy 
The following attendance policy is from the Undergraduate Catalog. 

Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades.

Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu Tutor Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes. 
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should communicate first with the instructor to review the options. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade or be withdrawn by the instructor at the instructor’s discretion.

Laboratory Safety Information
The following guidelines are established to provide instructions in maintaining safety for students, staff, and faculty while using any of the science laboratories at Chaminade University. Students are required to sign a safety contract. In addition to adhering to the safety contract, students are required to follow these two rules:
 
1. Lab coats, closed-toed shoes, and goggles are required at all times within the laboratory.
2. The maintenance of your personal protective equipment (PPE) is your responsibility. Please inform us immediately if you have issues with your PPE.
 
The Division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (NSM), along with the University Environmental Safety Office are responsible for enforcing the regulations set forth in the current Student Handbook. Queries should be addressed to: Dean of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (808) 440-4204; Environmental Safety Officer (808) 739-4811





Imagen Release Statement  
The student understands and agree to allow my name, photograph, story and video/audio to be used in any number of marketing purposes and communication vehicles for the promotion of the Forensic Sciences Unit of Chaminade University of Honolulu. 
This may include, but is not limited to, magazine articles, web features, national and regional advertising on TV, online, radio, newspapers, magazines, outdoor properties, and specialized microsites. 
The student hereby authorizes the Forensic Sciences Unit of Chaminade University of Honolulu and those acting on its behalf to: 
· Record my image, likeness, and/or voice on a photographic, video, audio, digital, electronic, or any other medium; 
· Use, reproduce, modify, exhibit, and/or distribute any such recording in any medium for any purpose that the Forensic Sciences Unit of Chaminade University of Honolulu may deem appropriate, including promotional or advertising efforts with no compensation to me; and 
· Use my name in connection with any such recordings or uses. 

The student understands that they shall have no right to inspect or approve any such recordings and uses, and that they shall remain the property of the Forensic Sciences Unit of Chaminade University of Honolulu. The student releases the Forensic Sciences Unit of Chaminade University of Honolulu and those acting pursuant to its authority from liability for any violation of any personal or proprietary right I may have in connection with all such recordings and uses.

If the student do not agree with this imagen release statement, he/she needs to contact the instructor during the first week of classes.  

Credit Hour Policy
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10 week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit. 
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practical, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.

The instructor may modify elements of this syllabus according to the operational needs of the class. 
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