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Course description
Throughout its history, India has been the site for the beginnings of major religious traditions and the home for imported ones as well. In the context of world religions, India serves as the fruitful ground for inter-religious dialogue as encouraged by the document Nostra Aetate from the Second Vatican Council. This course will explore the meaning of inter-religious dialogue in India, and how the society and history of India has shaped and been shaped by the many religious traditions within its borders.

Required Texts
Clothey, Fred W. Religion in India: A Historical Introduction
Sikora, Jack. Religions of India: A User Friendly and Brief Introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and the Jains.

Program Learning Outcomes Linked to Course Outcomes
Religious Studies Program learning outcomes linked to this course are:
· Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience. (PLO 1 – developed);
· Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society. (PLO 2 - advanced);
· Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism (PLO 4 advanced).

In this course, students will: 
· explore the historical development of India and its religious traditions;
· examine the religious influences within Indian society 
· study the religious expressions in the culture of India;
· identify the nature and meaning of inter-religious dialogue within India.

Student learning outcomes:
At the end of the course, students will be able to 
· Identify and explain the development of major religions in India;
· Describe and evaluate the effect religions have on the society and culture;
· Compare and contrast one or two of the major points in inter-religious discussions between and among the traditions in India.
· Integrate course’s content into a substantive project that includes correlation to one of the five Marianist Characteristics/

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. This course enables the students to view the world through the lens of religious traditions in India , learning about the global world that is family. 

Educate for formation in faith;
	This course explores how faith integrates with the culture of India.
Provide for an integral quality education;
	Students will engage in the exploration of the impact of religion on peoples’ world views.
Educate for family spirit;
	Discussion boards enable us to create a family of learners.
Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
	Throughout its history and development of religions, the question of doing what is right is addressed by several of India’s religious traditions.
Educate for adaptation and change.
	In their study, students will examine the adaptions that religions and cultures have changed in response to internal and external challenges.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND CREDIT HOUR POLICY:
This course is organized in weekly online sessions. For each one credit, CUH policy requires the minimum “instructional time” as one hour per credit, plus two hours of personal learning activities, such as reading the text or working on assignments. 

For this course, which is three credits, students should plan to spend a minimum of three (3) hours per week online engaging in discussion boards and completing quizzes or other assigned instructional content. In addition, you should plan to spend a minimum of six hours per week completing both online and offline requirements for the course. These may include, but are not limited to, reading the text, reviewing resources or preparing essays and discussion board answers.

Students are required to:
· Read any and all assigned materials (texts, discussion board posts, and anything other required writings);
· Post regularly on CANVAS discussion boards;
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project as indicated on CANVAS.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The number of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible divided by the number of points you completed. 

Policy regarding late graded activities:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

Your final letter grade is calculated using the following scale based on your earned points divided by the total possible points:
A: 90-100% of total points; B: 80-89%; C: 70-70%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

CAUTION: DO NOT RELY ON CANVAS’S PERCENTAGE SCORE SINCE IT ONLY REFLECTS GRADED ASSIGNMENTS. ANY MISSING, BUT NOT CONVERTED TO SCORE ASSIGNMENT, IS NOT FACTORED INTO THE PERCENTAGE SCORE.

Points for discussion boards will depend on the type of discussion board. There are two kinds of discussion boards, although the boards may be combined occasionally as both a Reading and Engaged Discussion board. Instructions for posting to this combined board will be given on the board itself.

Reading Reflection Boards do require either replying to the instructor or to another classmate and have an assigned number of points. Initial post should be done on Monday with subsequent response completed by Thursday. If a textbook has yet to arrive, inform instructor immediately for assistance.

Engaged Discussion Boards are graded as follows.
· Your initial reply to one of the questions posed (1-4 points) 
· depth of individual response to posted questions or handout;
· accuracy of content in terms of replying to the question;
· a question to ask others to use for reflection and comment;
· Your reply to two classmates that includes at least one of the following (2-3 points): 
· why you agree or disagree with what was written;
· what you learned from that person’s post;
· how the person’s response has led you to consider something more or different.

For the Engaged Discussion board: Your initial post must be completed by Wednesday of the week it is due. You should respond to two others by Friday midnight at the latest. If the instructor posts a question or response to your post, you must respond by Sunday before the next week of work begins.

Other Learning Activities – explained further below
This course is an interactive one. You will be completing essays and presentations for some activities. Students will receive instructions for and ample time to complete learning activities. Rubrics and points will be included in the instructions.

1. A mid-term essay may be required for this course.

2. Film Review – You will be given a choice of films to locate and watch for this course. You will select one to watch and to write a two-page review. More details will be provided with the assignment.

3. Akbar’s Court – Virtual presentation
About midterm, students will be assigned a religious tradition to discuss in a mock version of gathering of religious scholars in King Akbar’s court. You will need to submit a brief outline and bibliography for your presentation. Wikipedia may not be one of your sources, but you may use the links provided by the site.

4. External Activity on your own
[bookmark: _GoBack]Art, architecture, food are all expressions of human activity that are impacted by religion. You will choose from one of three potential activities to enable you to correlate culture and religion. More instructions will be provided.

Integration Project
Students will have a choice of projects as listed on a document and provided on CANVAS. It will be located on Assignments and Files pages. Service Learning, essay questions and other learning opportunities will be provided to meet students’ interests and needs.


Important notices
ADA Accommodations:
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments for your special needs. Once I have received notification, we will work on  adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).


RE 359 India Course Outline (subject to revision)
	Week of
	Content and activities
	Reading assignments for the week to which you will respond online on one of the discussion boards.

	
	
	

	Feb. 1
	Introduction 
Introduce yourself – discussion board (ungraded)

Nostra Aetate – Discussion board


	Read the document Nostra Aetate that will be available online.



	Feb. 8
	Through the looking glass….
What impact does the lens have on how we view others? – Chapter one
	Textbook Reading Assignment:
Religion in India Clothey, Chapter one


	Feb. 15
	India: Religions in Dialogue India: Its early history

	Religion in India Clothey, Chapter two
Religions of India: Sikora Chapters one, two and three


	Feb. 22
	Responses to Early Vedic Tradition: 
Buddhism

	Religion in India Clothey, Chapters three and four with focus on Buddhism in four (continued for next week as well)
Religions of India: Sikora Chapters six, seven and eight


	March 1
	Responses to Early Vedic Tradition: 
Jainism 

	Religion in India Clothey – review chapters 3 and 4 if needed.
Religions of India: Sikora Chapter ten

	March 8
	Hinduism’s adaptation

	Religion in India Clothey, Chapter five
Religions of India: Sikora Chapters four and five
Mid-term essay due next week

	March 15
	
Mid-term
	

	March 22
	Islam in India
Development of Sikhism
Hinduism continues to adapt

	Religion in India Clothey, Chapters six and seven
Religions of India: Sikora Chapter nine





	March 29
	“Streams from the West”


	Reading Assignment
Religion in India 
Clothey, Chapter eight
Film review due next week

	April 5
	Religion in contemporary India

Reading reflection discussion board
	Religion in India 
Clothey, Chapter nine

	April 12
	India’s global reach
	Religion in India 
Clothey, Chapter ten

	April 19
	AKBAR’s Court presentation
	

	April 26
	Review of what we learned
	

	Final exam week May 3
	Integration Project due
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