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RE 205 The Christian God & Human Experience (3 credits)
Undergraduate Spring Day AY 2020-2021

[image: ]TIME:			Section 01: ONLINE entire term

INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		739-8536
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208D
OFFICE HOURS:	by appointment via teleconference or in person
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE
TEXTBOOK:	Theological Foundations Alternate Edition, Revised and Expanded by J.J. Mueller, SJ. et al. / Anselm Academic, 2011
	ISBN: 978-1-59982-134-4

Catalog Description:  Students probe the nature of human experience and religious meaning, with special attention given to the experience of the Judeo-Christian God. Contemporary Catholic-Christian faith is systematically analyzed in terms of its core concepts, values and visions. This study addresses the question and critique of God in the modern world and surveys contemporary theology in a spirit that is Catholic, Christian and Ecumenical. 
Offered every semester. This course fulfills the lower division Religious

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO THE FOLLOWING:

CORE CURRICULUM OUTCOMES (CCO)
1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions and 
2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)		
The Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are: 
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic Theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience;
2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society;
3. Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
· Define significant terms used to describe the God not only in Christianity but also in other religious traditions, particularly Judaism and Islam (CCO 2 and PLO 2);
· Explain the main themes of the relationship between humanity and God as expressed in the Judeo-Christian understanding of God (CCO 1 and PLO 1);
· Describe the meaning of Jesus as foundational for the Christian response to human existence and human choices; (CCO 1 and PLO 1, 3);
· Identify and discuss significant contributors to or significant celebrations of the Christian tradition (CCO 1 and PLO 1).
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

Educate for formation in faith;
Provide for an integral quality education;
Educate in the family spirit;
Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life that involves growing in faith through relationship, continuing to learn for better knowledge and understanding, living in the human family, serving others, and being open to change and adaptation.  How this course addresses these characteristics are by:
· Educate for Formation in faith by delving into the Christian faith tradition and its impact on human life and experience;
· Provide for an integral quality education by utilizing critical thinking skills in applying some concepts learned;
· Educate in the family spirit by including collaborative learning as part of the process of gaining knowledge and understanding using the Trinity as a model;
· Educate for service justice and peace by exploring Christianity’s response to the human condition and identifying the social justice concerns Christianity addresses;
· Educate for adaptation and change by learning and understanding the nature of how Christianity has addressed changes within society in order to rearticulate the Good News to contemporary generations.

[bookmark: _Hlk62722971]LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND CREDIT HOUR POLICY:
This course is organized in weekly online sessions. For each one credit, CUH policy requires the minimum “instructional time” as one hour per credit, plus two hours of personal learning activities, such as reading the text or working on assignments. 

For this course, which is three credits, students should plan to spend a minimum of three (3) hours per week online engaging in discussion boards and completing quizzes or other assigned instructional content. In addition, you should plan to spend a minimum of six hours per week completing both online and offline requirements for the course. These may include, but are not limited to, reading the text, reviewing resources or preparing essays and discussion board answers.

Students are required to:
· Read any and all assigned materials (text, discussion board posts, and anything other required writings);
· Post regularly on CANVAS discussion boards;
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project as indicated on CANVAS.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The number of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible divided by the number of points you completed. 

Your final letter grade is calculated using the following scale based on your earned points divided by the total possible points:
A: 90-100% of total points; B: 80-89%; C: 70-70%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

CAUTION: DO NOT RELY ON CANVAS’S PERCENTAGE SCORE SINCE IT ONLY REFLECTS GRADED ASSIGNMENTS. ANY MISSING, BUT NOT CONVERTED TO SCORE ASSIGNMENT, IS NOT FACTORED INTO THE PERCENTAGE SCORE.

Points for discussion boards will depend on the type of discussion board. There are two kinds of discussion boards, although the boards may be combined occasionally as both a Reading and Engaged Discussion board. Instructions for posting to this combined board will be given on the board itself.

Reading Reflection Boards do require either replying to the instructor or to another classmate and have an assigned number of points. Initial post should be done on Monday, but may have some additional points if additional work is required. Due date for this board will be posted on the board. 

Engaged Discussion Boards are graded as follows.
· Your initial reply to one of the questions posed (1-4 points) 
· depth of individual response to posted questions or handout;
· accuracy of content in terms of replying to the question;
· a question to ask others to use for reflection and comment;
· Your reply to two classmates that includes at least one of the following (2-3 points): 
· why you agree or disagree with what was written;
· what you learned from that person’s post;
· how the person’s response has led you to consider something more or different.

For the Engaged Discussion board: Your initial post must be completed by Wednesday of the week it is due. You should respond to two others by Friday at the latest. If the instructor posts a question or response to your post, you must respond by Sunday before the next week of work begins.

Other Learning Activities
Points will be assigned to other learning activities, such as essay assignments, collaborative work, presentations and quizzes. The type of learning activities throughout the term depends on what is to be accomplished in this course. Students will receive instructions for and ample time to complete learning activities.

Quizzes
Quizzes based on the textbook will be administered through CANVAS. These quizzes will be worth 20 points each and are open book. I may include a “handout” quiz for videos. If I do so, I will provide instructions on how to submit.

Integration Project
Students will have a choice of projects as listed on a document and provided on CANVAS. It will be located on Assignments and Files pages. Service Learning, essay questions and other learning opportunities will be provided to meet students’ interests and needs.


Policy regarding late graded activities:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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Important notices:
ADA Accommodations 
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact Dr. June Yasuhara to verify their eligibility. Accommodations will be made once the instructor has received notice from Dr. Yasuhara and begin at the time of said notification. It is the responsibility of the student to work with the counseling office complete application for ADA accommodations.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. 

Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:
Counseling Center 

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course;
· Give you a failing score for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).


[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Schedule (subject to revision)

	Date
	Content
	Reading Assignment for the week

	Week one
Feb. 1
	Course Introduction
Questions of Ultimate Meaning
Introduction
	Syllabus
Introduction


	Week two
Feb. 8

	Discerning the Mystery of God: Who is God?
	Mueller – “Introduction” and
“Discerning the Mystery of God”

	Week three
Feb. 15

	Understanding the importance of the Scriptures to the Christian Story
	Mueller – “The Old Testament”

	Week four
Feb. 22

	Understanding the importance of the Scriptures to the Christian Story
	Mueller – “The New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature”

	Week five
March 1

	Who is Jesus? Why is Jesus important?
	Mueller – “Christology – Who Do You Say That I Am?”

	Week six
March 8
	Church – the People of God
	Mueller – “The People of God: The Church”

	Week seven
March 15
	The Church as Divided and in Need for Unity
	Mueller – “Protestantism, Evangelicalism, Pentecostalism: Changing Contours of Christianity in the Modern Era”

	Week eight
March 22

	Encountering God in the Rituals and Symbols of the Church
	Mueller – “Grace and Sacraments: The Mystery of the Divine Encounter”

	Week nine
March 29

	What are the foundations of Christian Morality
	Mueller – “Christian Morality: Choosing God in This World”

	Week ten
April 5

	Beyond being good – effecting change in the world
	Mueller – “Social Justice: Gospel Witness and Mission of the Church”

	Week eleven
April 12
	The faith of Jesus
	Mueller – “Judaism, the Jewish People, and the Church”

	Week twelve
April 19

	Monotheism expressed in other traditions
	Mueller – “Islamic Religious Experience: Foundations, Scripture, and Spirituality”

	Week thirteen 
April 26

	How does the Roman Catholic Church meet the challenges of the world?
Review
	Mueller – “Catholic Theology in a Global Context”


	Final Exam week
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