Course Syllabus

Justice, Development, and Human Rights (POL 347)
Individualized Study Course
(3 credits) 

Dr. Christopher A. McNally
Professor of Political Economy
Historical and Political Studies, Chaminade University
Henry Hall 208F
Email: christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu 
Phone: (808) 739 8367

This course examines the inter-relationships between justice, development, and human rights norms and institutions at the global level. In this independent study, the student will explore the historical development of these concepts and their application and evolution from the 19th century to the present. Particular emphasis will be placed on independent research by the student to create a topic related to justice, development, and human rights of their own choosing.

Course Learning Outcomes: Using the discipline frames of history, comparative politics, international studies, and political economy, the student will:
1. Demonstrate detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the evolution and challenges facing justice, development, and human rights in our contemporary era with multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability (HI/POL PLO 1, 2, and 3; IS PLO 1-5).
2. Demonstrate an understanding of historical change, continuity, and causality (HI/POL PLO 1-4; IS PLO 1-5).
3. Analyze specific elements shaping the dynamics of justice, development, and human rights in the contemporary system from an interdisciplinary perspective while working to produce a research report (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2; IS PLO 1, 3, and 4).
4. Demonstrate critical thinking competencies, especially by producing a comprehensive analysis with an individually created position/argument that is backed by evidence and that takes into account the complexities of the issue. This will be assessed by the writing of a research report (HI/POL PLO 4; IS PLO 1-5).

Teaching Format: This class is based on individual meetings and research in consultation with the instructor. Pro-active student-initiated analysis therefore forms an important part of this course. It allows the student to gain important insights and enables him/her to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to understanding the contemporary world order. 






Course Schedule 							__________________

TBA 
Regular consultations with the Professor, both in-person and online
________________________________________________________________________

Student Evaluation:

Participation in Consultation Sessions with the Instructor (20 percent): Participation in individual consultation sessions with the instructor is an essential part of taking this course. It will be assessed by attendance and active engagement in the research and writing process. This includes participating actively in discussions, presenting creative and thoughtful ideas, and providing regular updates on research and writing progress. 

Research Report (80 percent): The student will be required to individually generate a research paper of roughly 2500 words in length (including text, references, tables, figures, etc.). The topic of the research paper, as per consultation with the instructor, will be directly related to the area of specialty the student is concentrating on in their studies for a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies. Topics should broadly focus on the logic of international relations as these relate to development issues, differing concepts of human rights, and/or evolving notions of social, environmental, and economic justice. Examples of particular areas of interest could be the changing nature of US-China relations, the implications of a new US administration on American foreign policy, and/or other topics that directly pertain to the students’ interests in international political, human, and economic affairs.
________________________________________________________________________

Grade Calculation:
A = 90% (points) or higher; B = 80% - 89%; C = 70% - 79%; D = 60% - 69%; F = 59% or less 

Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work and final project. They are interpreted as follows: A Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative; B Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner; C Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter; D Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work; F Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.
  
COURSE GROUND RULES
General guidelines for student behavior at Chaminade University are provided in the Student Handbook. If you wish to contact the instructor, please do so by using email (Christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu). Please:
1. Always include a subject line.
2. Be careful in wording your emails.
3. Always be as precise as possible.
4. Use standard fonts and formats.
If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often).
 
ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY
From the 2019-2020 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 39):
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook (Links to an external site.) is available on the Chaminade website.
  
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
 
TITLE IX COMPLIANCE
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF MARIANIST EDUCATION
The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:
Educate for formation in faith
Provide an integral quality education
Educate in family spirit
Educate for service, justice and peace
Educate for adaptation and change

CREDIT HOUR POLICY
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10-week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time.  Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit.
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.

INSTRUCTOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Prof. Christopher A. McNally is a Professor of Political Economy at Chaminade University and Adjunct Senior Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA. His research focuses on comparative capitalisms, especially the nature and logic of China’s capitalist transition. He is also working on a book project that studies the implications of China’s capitalist reemergence on the global order. He received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Washington and has edited four volumes, including an examination of China’s political economy: China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair (Routledge, 2008). He also has authored numerous book chapters, policy analyses, editorials and articles in journals such as World Politics, International Politics, The Review of International Political Economy, Business and Politics, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, and Comparative Social Research.
 
SYLLABUS AND COURSE MODIFICATION
This syllabus is only a plan. The instructor may modify the plan and other aspects of the course. The requirements of the course may be altered from those appearing in the syllabus. Further, the plan contains criteria by which the student’s progress and performance in the course will be measured. These criteria may also be changed.
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