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INTRODUCTION
China’s international ascent is drawing growing attention within the global community. This course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of China’s modern history and politics, with a special emphasis on China’s evolving domestic political economy in the contemporary era. The course examines the major elements of China’s political system, both in the context of their historical development and their current ramifications.
The course is divided into three parts. The first part introduces the student to China’s modern history, especially the Late Imperial, Republican, and Maoist eras. The second part focuses on China’s contemporary political system, including the structure and functions of political institutions, as well as the evolving role of the Chinese Communist Party. The final and third part moves over to an analysis of China’s contemporary political economy. In the final project of the course, pertinent issues and problems facing China’s sustained development will be highlighted and investigated.
 
MARIANIST VALUES AND COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course aims to articulate Marianist characteristics and values in the study of Modern China. By using Chaminade University’s Marianist mission to guide our study, we will create a unique perspective on Modern China. The importance of understanding adaptation and change is informed by a holistic global awareness that aims to educate for service, justice, and peace.
One major aspect of articulating Marianist values and characteristics is for students to generate a final project that investigates one of the major challenges facing contemporary China. For this project students will demonstrate critical thinking competencies, specifically to a.) recognize historical change, continuity, and causality while interpreting the developments and contemporary challenges facing modern China; and b.) to conduct this analysis by employing multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability.
Course learning outcomes employ the discipline frames of history and comparative politics. The student will:
1. Recognize the nature and logic of historical change, continuity, and causality, especially as it relates to a comprehensive understanding of China’s modern history and politics (HI/POL PLO 1 & 2).
2. Analyze specific elements shaping the workings of politics and governance in contemporary China (HI/POL PLO 1 & 2).
3. Combine detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the developments and contemporary challenges facing modern China with multiple perspectives and interpretations (HI/POL PLO 3).
4. Apply critical thinking competencies with an awareness of adaptation and change by producing a comprehensive analysis and synthesis that takes into account the complexities of an issue. This will be assessed by research and production of a concise presentation on one of the major challenges facing contemporary China (HI/POL PLO 4 & 5).
 
TEACHING FORMAT
This class is based on a combination of interactive discussions, readings, audiovisual materials, independent research, and presentations by students. A pro-active student-initiated project forms an important part of this course, since it allows students to gain important practical insights and enables them to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to the challenges facing modern China.
 
TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES AND REQUIREMENTS
Canvas (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.): The basic online teaching system Chaminade University uses is Canvas. All basic information, requirements, and other resources can be found on the Canvas site for this course. In particular, readings and other teaching supports can be found under FILES on the Canvas site for this course (many are also linked to the MODULES). For further information on how to navigate Canvas and trouble-shooting, please see their frequently asked questions page (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.).
Zoom (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.): We might use Zoom teleconferencing for our optional synchronous (live) class sessions. Information about getting started with Zoom, joining a meeting, and Zoom features can be found on their frequently asked questions page (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.).
 
COURSE SCHEDULE
NOTE: The schedule is subject to revision; for further information on the requirements for each week, see the MODULES on CANVAS
 
WEEK 1: Course Introduction
This week is for students to familiarize themselves with the basic structure, aims, and requirements of the course. Students will complete a short syllabus quiz and contribute to a discussion string to introduce themselves to the instructor and classmates.
 
WEEK 2: Legacies of the Imperial Era
READINGS: Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 1, pp. 3-26.
View China: A Century of Revolution (2007), the first half of PART 1; call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785; also available online – for exact weblink information see the relevant module on CANVAS.
 
WEEK 3: The Republican Era
Complete Short Syllabus Quiz and Self-introduction 
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 2, pp. 27-56.
View China: A Century of Revolution (2007), the second half of PART 1; call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785; also available online – for exact weblink information see the relevant module on CANVAS. 
 
WEEK 4: The Maoist System: Ideas and Governance
Start Interactive Essay and Discussion Forum (1)
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 3, pp. 59-83.
View China: A Century of Revolution (2007), the first half of PART 2; call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785; also available online – for exact weblink information see the relevant module on CANVAS. 
 
WEEK 5: Maoist Politics and Purges
Complete Interactive Essay (1) & Reflections and Responses (1)
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 4, pp. 84-122.
View China: A Century of Revolution (2007), the second half of PART 2; call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785; also available online – for exact weblink information see the relevant module on CANVAS.
 
WEEK 6: The Reform Era
Quiz 1
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 5, pp. 123-167.
View China: A Century of Revolution (2007), first half of PART 3; call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785; also available online – for exact weblink information see the relevant module on CANVAS.
 
WEEK 7: China’s Political System: The View from Outside
Start Interactive Essay and Discussion Forum (2)
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 6, pp. 171-205.
View China: A Century of Revolution (2007), second half of PART 3; call numbers in the Chaminade Library are DVD 783, DVD 784 and DVD 785; also available online – for exact weblink information see the relevant module on CANVAS.
 
WEEK 8: China’s Political System: The View from Inside
Complete Interactive Essay (2) & Reflections and Responses (2)
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 7, pp. 206-242.
 
WEEK 9: China’s Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know
Quiz 2
Arthur Kroeber, China’s Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016
1. Overview: China’s Political Economy (pp. 1-26)
2. Industry and the Rise of the Export Economy (pp. 43-66)
3. The Enterprise System (pp. 89-110)
4. Changing the Growth Model (pp. 210-232)
The whole book is available on CANVAS as a downloadable PDF; other chapters in the book can serve as important resources for the final project
 
WEEK 10: Sino-Capitalism and the Future of the Global Order
Christopher A. McNally, “Tracing the Emergence of Sino-Capitalism: Social Change and Development in Contemporary China,” in Ronaldo Munck and Honor Fagan, eds. The Handbook on International Development and Social Change, Cheltenham, 2018, UK: Edward Elgar Press (available on CANVAS).
Christopher A. McNally, “Chaotic Mélange: Neo-liberalism and Neo-statism in the Age of Sino-capitalism,” Review of International Political Economy, volume 27, issue 2, 2020, pp. 281-301 (available on CANVAS).
 
WEEK 11: Final Project Preparation & Presentations
 
WEEK 12: Final Project Preparation & Presentations
 
WEEK 13: Course Review
 
WEEK 14: Final Test (Time TBA)
Final Test and Submission of Final Project Files
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION
The course will emphasize analytical thinking and include a variety of tasks to be completed. The assignments listed here are subject to revision. Moreover, for detailed information on the requirements for each week, please see the MODULES on CANVAS.
 
Syllabus Quiz and Self-Introduction (9 points in total): These are two short assignments for the first week of class. More information can be found on CANVAS under MODULES.
 
Short Quiz 1 (10 points): This is a short multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships, and materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations, and power points. Students who miss the time frame for this test (other than an emergency that will have to be proven) are NOT entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three-point deduction for failure to take the test during the originally scheduled time frame.
 
Short Quiz 2 (10 points): This is a short multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships, and materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations, and power points. Students who miss the time frame for this test (other than an emergency that will have to be proven) are NOT entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three-point deduction for failure to take the test during the originally scheduled time frame.
 
Final Test (25 points): This will be a multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships, and materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations, and lectures. Students who miss the time frame for this test (other than an emergency that will have to be proven) are NOT entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three-point deduction for failure to take the test during the originally scheduled time frame.
 
Interactive Essay and Discussion Forum (IEDF - 26 points including peer reviews): This course incorporates an interactive discussion forum. Students first work on a short essay to be answered in a clear and concise manner of between 150-250 words maximum. Each essay counts for a total of ten points and students have one week to complete it. Late submission will incur a one-point deduction per day late.
After completing their essays, students have the opportunity to react to classmates’ essays in the following manner (they should ideally do this after the deadline for submitting the essays):
1. Peer review one essay of a classmate, especially pointing out strong points or certain weaknesses.
2. Debate the argument put forward in one of your classmates’ essays – be sure to back your major points up briefly!
3. Provide additional empirical materials (including from available class materials and/or reliable sources on the Web) or a novel viewpoint/perspective in reaction to one of your classmates’ essays.
These peer reactions should not exceed 100 words and be written in a concise and accessible manner. Please see the Online Classroom Etiquette included on CANVAS (under Module for Week 1) for further information.
Each student is required to post at least one (1) peer response counting for three points. Each additional peer response will generate one bonus point for the course with a limit of three (3) bonus points in total. Any additional posts will be much appreciated, but will not generate additional points counting towards the course grade.
 
Final Team Project Presentations (20 points) 
White House Briefing: Challenges Facing China
Goal: Provide a highly distilled analysis of major challenges facing contemporary China during a Presidential briefing.
Role: You are a CIA analyst that is called to the White House for a daily briefing on the present challenges facing the People’s Republic of China’s (PRC) in one of four key policy arenas: economics, politics, technology development, and geopolitical environment, especially US-China relations.
Audience: Your audience is the President of the United States and key cabinet officials/national security advisors.
Situation: The PRC has emerged as the most important global strategic competitor to the United States of America. The Chinese government is challenging American leadership in a variety of areas, ranging from trade and economics, to key technologies of the future and geopolitical sway. However, China also faces considerable challenges if its own in reaching a true position of global leadership. US leaders must understand these challenges and how the Chinese leadership views them to craft a rational policy response to the rise of China.
Product/Performance and Purpose: Early morning briefings by intelligence officials in the White House are a key opportunity for the President of the United States to learn about present geopolitical developments and challenges. You will prepare a maximum ten-minute briefing while allowing room for questions from the President. This briefing is supported by a concise and relevant power point presentation of not more than 15 slides.
In a team of fellow analysts (classmates) ranging from two to five, you will together highlight salient aspects of one of the following four policy arenas in which China faces challenges:
1. Challenges of economic reform (sustained growth) and technological upgrading
2. The CCP’s challenge of staying in power and maintaining political stability
3. China’s environmental challenges
4. The geopolitical challenges created by China’s international rise, especially how Chinese leaders perceive and approach US-China relations
Each analyst team will choose one of these four policy arenas to examine. Teams will create their own division of labor and decide which member examines which aspect of one of the four challenges. Teams will have ample time to work on their briefings throughout the semester and have the opportunity to ask the instructor questions related to their topic of choice in designated discussion strings. Teams are tasked with doing independent research on their policy arena using a variety of sources, including class materials, web-based resources, scholarly articles, and various news feeds.
Standards & Criteria for Success: The following five elements (each worth five points) must meet the White House’s exacting standards for intelligence briefings:
1. Oral presentation style and engagement with audience (including Q & A)
2. Language, slide design and integration/structure/organization of materials
3. Quality of evidence assembled and recognition of sources used and their potential problems
4. Thorough examination of the points of evidence and concise yet structurally comprehensive presentation of major materials pertaining to the topic at hand
5. Critical Analysis: evidence of critical engagement with the policy arena, such as putting forward clear and concise arguments that can inform Presidential decisions (à analytical not opinionated policy advice)
Team members will be individually evaluated, though overall team effort, such as a comprehensive yet concise coverage of the policy arena and good integration of materials and arguments across team members will play a role in the evaluation.
 
COURSE GRADE CALCULATION: A = 90% or higher; B = 80% - 89%; C = 70% - 79%; D = 60% - 69%; F = 59% or less
Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work, including participation, quizzes, tests, essays, and examinations. They are interpreted as follows: A Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative; B Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner; C Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter; D Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work; F Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.
 
REQUIRED TEXTS
Kenneth Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, second revised edition, New York: W.W. Norton, 2004. ISBN-10: 0393924920; ISBN-13: 978-0393924923
All other readings are available on CANVAS in soft copy under FILES
 
COURSE GROUND RULES
General guidelines for student behavior at Chaminade University are provided in the Student Handbook. If you wish to contact the instructor, please do so by using email (Christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu). Please:
1. Always include a subject line.
2. Be careful in wording your emails.
3. Always be as precise as possible.
4. Use standard fonts and formats.
If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often).
 
ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY
From the 2019-2020 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 39):
Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values.
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.) is available on the Chaminade website.
  
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).
 
TITLE IX COMPLIANCE
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF MARIANIST EDUCATION
The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:
Educate for formation in faith
Provide an integral quality education
Educate in family spirit
Educate for service, justice and peace
Educate for adaptation and change
 
CREDIT HOUR POLICY
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10-week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time.  Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit.
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.
 
INSTRUCTOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Prof. Christopher A. McNally is a Professor of Political Economy at Chaminade University and Adjunct Senior Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA. His research focuses on comparative capitalisms, especially the nature and logic of China’s capitalist transition. He is also working on a book project that studies the implications of China’s capitalist reemergence on the global order. He received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Washington and has edited four volumes, including an examination of China’s political economy: China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair (Routledge, 2008). He also has authored numerous book chapters, policy analyses, editorials and articles in journals such as World Politics, International Politics, The Review of International Political Economy, Business and Politics, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, and Comparative Social Research.
 
SYLLABUS AND COURSE MODIFICATION
This syllabus is only a plan. The instructor may modify the plan and other aspects of the course. The requirements of the course may be altered from those appearing in the syllabus. Further, the plan contains criteria by which the student’s progress and performance in the course will be measured. These criteria may also be changed.

