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Syllabus (subject to revision)

TIME:			ONLINE 
INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		739-8536
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:	by appointment – send request via email
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208D
COURSE TEXTBOOKS:	
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha.  Preferred version: New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE)
Textbook – Strawn, Brent A. The Old Testament: A Concise Introduction. New York: Routledge, 2020. ISBN 978-0-415-64300-9

Course Description
This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with their God over a two-thousand-year journey of faith. The sacred writings of the Pentateuch and both the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel will be examined in detail. An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself, and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity. The significance of these texts for both contemporary Judaism and Christianity will be explored. Offered annually. Prerequisites: RE
103, RE 205, or RE 211. 

General Education Learning Outcome applied to this course is:

Formation in Faith
The student will integrate faith and reason as complementary methods to explore questions of ultimate reality, leading to enhanced social awareness and service for peace and justice.

This learning outcome will be assessed by using both exegesis and eisegesis methodology in studying the Hebrew Scriptures and its application to faith as relational, rather than adherence to a set of beliefs.



Religious Studies Program Student Learning Outcomes linked to this course are: 
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience.
2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society.
3. Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values.

The Five Characteristics of Marianist Education as applied to this course.
· Formation in Faith – This course addresses the faith text of both the Judaic and Christian community, inviting students to reflect on its meaning for them in today’s world.
· Provide a quality, integral education – This course offers students the opportunity to evaluate critically the formation of the Hebrew Scriptures and utilize exegesis and eisegesis in Scripture studies.
· Educate in the Family Spirit – This course will engage students in the process of sharing information and working together in studying the Scriptures. Plus, it will examine the importance of community expressed within the Hebrew Scriptures.
· Educate for service, justice and peace – In the study of Hebrew Scriptures, students will identify the key themes that often relate to the concept of covenant as expressive of justice and service.
· Educate for adaptation and change – Students will engage in the process of learning differing views regarding scriptural interpretation that may challenge their former understanding of Scripture.

Student Learning Outcomes: At the end of the course, students will be able to
1. explain the major themes of the Hebrew Scriptures and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths, and to contemporary society by applying appropriate hermeneutics using exegesis and eisegesis methodology;
2. discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes, such as God’s relationship with humanity, covenant, salvation;
3. analyze the importance of service, justice and peace as expressed throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, particularly as emphasized within the Prophets;
4. identify key events and persons within the Hebrew Scriptures; 
5. describe various genres within the Old Testament and their function. 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;
· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:
This course is organized in weekly online sessions. Students should plan to spend a minimum of three (3) hours per week online. More time may be needed for reading others’ posts, exploring and examining Internet sites or watching assigned videos. Your skills in locating and using online resources may impact on time spent online.

In addition, you should plan to spend time offline for reading the text and reflecting over course concepts.

Students are required to:
· Read any and all assigned materials (Bible, texts, discussion board posts, and anything else required);
· Post regularly on CANVAS discussion boards;
· Complete quizzes and assignments given on CANVAS, including, but not limited to, handouts provided, watching videos, writing essays;
· Complete Course Integration Project as indicated on CANVAS.

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The amount of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible. The percentage scale below indicates how the points will be converted to letter grade.

Points for discussion boards will depend on the type of discussion board. There are two kinds of discussion boards.

Reading Reflection Boards do not require replying to another classmate and have an assigned number of points, but may have some additional points if additional work is required. Due date for this board will be posted on the board.

Engaged Discussion Boards are graded as follows.
· Your initial reply to one of the questions posed (1-4 points) 
· depth of individual response to posted questions or handout;
· accuracy of content in terms of replying to the question;
· a question to ask others to use for reflection and comment;
· Your reply to classmate that includes at least one of the following (1-2 points): 
· why you agree or disagree with what was written;
· what you learned from that person’s post;
· how the person’s response has led you to consider something more or different.

Your initial post must be completed by Wednesday of the week it is due. You should respond to another by Friday at the latest. If the instructor posts a question or response to your post, you must respond by Sunday before the next week of work begins.

Other Learning Activities
Points will be assigned to other learning activities, such as essay assignments, collaborative work, presentations and quizzes. The type of learning activities throughout the term depends on what is to be accomplished in this course. Students will receive instructions for and ample time to complete learning activities.

Midterm essay assignment
Students will be required to complete a midterm essay assignment as one of the learning activities and to help assess what each individual has understood and can express.

Integration Project
Students will have a choice of projects as listed on a document and provided on CANVAS. It will be located on Assignments and Files pages. Service Learning, essay questions and other learning opportunities will be provided to meet students’ interests and needs.

Policy regarding late graded activities:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities.

Student Assessment -- GRADES:
Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.

Grade Calculation –
Grades will be based on percentage of points completed of the total possible points.
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100% of total points; B: 80-89%; C: 70-70%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%


Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.


Course Integration Project: 
Students will choose between one of the following two options for completion of the Course Integration Project. Choice #1 is to respond to essay questions. Choice #2 is to work on and complete a service-learning project, then writing a paper connecting that service learning activity to at least one key concept discussed throughout the course.


Option A: ESSAY EXAM 
Exam questions:
The Essay exam will consist of questions from which students can choose which ones to answer. Essays will require students to review several biblical passages pertaining to a particular theme, then explain the relevance of that theme for contemporary society and correlate to Marianist Characteristics. Students will be graded on depth of content, use of historical-critical hermeneutics and appropriate application that is consistent with the exegesis of the biblical texts. 

Option B: SERVICE LEARNING
In lieu of the essay or research paper, students may choose to complete a service learning project. Students are to complete a minimum of 12 hours for a non-profit institution. Several options are listed on the Service Learning website, but students may assist at any non-profit organization or seek non-contact community service projects. All forms (waiver, log and evaluation) must be completed as required and submitted to Candice Sakuda by dates listed on Service Learning website via the Chaminade website. Students are expected to keep a journal indicating dates and times of service with reflection. Detailed handout on how to complete the journal will be available on CANVAS. Requirements include journal and service learning paper described below. 

Service-Learning paper should be a minimum of five pages and must include all of the following:
· Organization and brief description of the organization’s main focus;
· Description of service performed for the organization;
· Correlation to a minimum of at least two concepts from course using appropriate and relevant biblical referents (C paper – higher score if three or more correlations are made);
· Student growth as indicated by current and future civic engagement.

Option C: Students can suggest another option they would like to consider to integrate this course’s content to another issue or concern, such as how would the Hebrew Scriptures serve to guide what kinds of actions we should be doing in response to COVID-19, particularly for the marginalized.


Important notices
ADA Accommodations
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments appropriate to your special needs. Once I have received the proper notice from you or the office, you and I will work on necessary adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

Counseling Center has available staff to assist.

Plagiarism
Don’t do it! If you can “google” it, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).


COURSE SCHEDULE: (subject to revision)
Reading assignments for Strawn text is indicated for the modules. Dates will be provided on CANVAS. Scripture readings will be assigned on CANVAS depending on the theme to be discussed for that module. The week of August 24 will focus on getting to know one another. Themes indicated may be adjusted throughout the term.

	Getting to know each other

	Introduction
What do I know….
	Strawn: “The Story of the Old Testament and the Old Testament as Story”




	Module One: Studying Hebrew Scriptures

	Hebrew Scriptures as Story
	Strawn: “The Story of the Old Testament and the Old Testament as Story”



	Module Two – TORAH/Pentateuch

	Introduction to the Torah
The Primeval History

	Strawn “The Pentateuch – Torah”
Themes: 
Who is God
Who wrote the Torah

	

	The Hebrew Patriarchs
Abraham
Jacob
Joseph
	Themes:
Covenant
Second-Son Syndrome

	

	From Egypt to the Promised Land
Exodus
The Law
Wilderness Traditions
	Themes:
Call Narratives
Holiness Code
Festivals



	Module Three: The Former Prophets
	Strawn “The Prophets – Nevi’im” only up to the end of Kings section

	Introduction to the Former Prophets
Into the Promised Land: 
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
	Themes:
Ark of the Covenant
God as Warrior

	The United Kingdom
The Beginning of the Monarchy in Israel
The Rise of David
The Reigns of David and Solomon
	Themes:
The women…..

	The Divided Kingdom
The Division and its Consequences
From Ahab to the Fall of Israel
The End of Judah
	Theme:
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

	Module Four: The Latter Prophets
	Strawn “The Prophets – Nevi’im” from Scholarly story to end of chapter

	Introduction to the Latter Prophets
The Pre-exilic Prophets 
First Isaiah, and Micah
Hosea and Amos
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah
	Theme:
What the people are doing… wrongly 

	The Exilic Prophets
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
Second Isaiah
	Theme:
Into Captivity… and why

	The Post Exilic Prophets
Joel and Obadiah
Jonah
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
	Theme
Restoration, Renewal and Hope

	Module Five The Writings
	Strawn “The Writings – Ketuvim”

	Introduction to the Writings
Wisdom Literature
Job
Proverbs
Qoheleth (Ecclesiates)
Additional Writings
Psalms
The Song of Solomon and Lamentations
Ruth and Esther
Daniel
Ezra-Nehemiah
1-2 Chronicles
	Theme:
And then there is….
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