David L. Coleman, Ph.D
Henry Hall 206 Q
Office Hours: Online and by appointment
Phone: 739-8595
  
RE 790 Pastoral Theology Seminar
Winter Masters 2020
Course Description: Designed as a closure experience for practitioners, will participate in a capstone seminar devoted to the integration of their program of studies and assessing the outcomes of the program.
 
Course Overview:
This is the final (“capstone”) course that serves as a reflection on your journey in graduate studies in Pastoral Theology. It is a time to pray, think, discern, and discuss where your journey will lead you in the future. In order to accomplish this, there are two major activities we will engage in over this semester.
· We are going to look at some of literature associated with each of the learning outcomes for the program. The intention is for you to read some articles that build upon the basic understanding you have attained and then discuss the issues that confront the Church and individuals in the church today relevant to that particular outcome. They are grouped around the program learning outcomes, though some of the articles do defy boundaries, something we encourage you to do.
· The articles are all in the modules. Further articles can be accessed through Sullivan Library.
· We are going to share prayer and where we are in terms of your spiritual growth and how and why we are growing and supporting the spiritual growth of others. You will post several prayerful experiences and your reflections online. This is a chance to share your spiritual journey and how that journey impacts the communities you serve.
There are eight online modules. You will be able to complete the modules at your own pace.
Course Learning Expectations
The student will demonstrate an understanding of each of the program learning outcomes and provide evidence from their work in the program supporting their demonstration of the learning outcomes.
The student will critically review assigned articles using the program learning and apply their understanding of the program learning outcomes.
The student will participate in a prayerful reflection and to develop a prayer service/reflection for the other participants in the course.
 Course and Program Learning Outcomes: The student will: 
1. demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression with a Vatican II framework, its historical development, and its context within the broader Christian tradition.
2. apply theological reflection to issues, needs and concerns of various pastoral contexts within and for communities of Hawai'i, Asia and the Pacific.
3. compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community.
4. demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace and justice that responds and leads to active participation within changing local and global environments.
Course Requirements:
1. You will work with the content of the assigned articles. You will tell us what you think was said and what issues are raised by the author, and develop questions that will help us connect the articles to our reflections on learning outcomes.
1. You will post your discussion of the articles online prior to February 28, 2020.
2. You will share four prayer experiences/reflections online. You can base the prayer on scripture or other exemplary reading, or on some experience that has affected you. Please share some prayer resources as you “pray” them and help me understand how the prayer has affected you and expresses your spiritual journey. The reflection will help me understand how your spiritual journey connects to your own ministry and give you a chance to pause and reflect on your own journey.
1. You will post your prayer service/reflections online in the four “Prayer Experience” tabs.
 
Grade Calculation (Graduate Students):
Participation in the threaded discussion: Two consecutive weeks of non-participation are grounds for administrative withdrawal from the course unless arrangements are made with the instructor. Note that two unexcused absences (non-participation in the discussions and no contact with the instructor) may result in one grade reduction.
 

Grade Calculation for Graduate Students:
Pre and Post Test completion                                                 10%     100 points
Program Assessment Exercises                                               20%      200 points
Assigned Readings and Reading Journal Postings:                 30%      300 points
Prayer/Reflections Postings                                                      30%      300 points
Participation (Online)                                                               10%      100 points
 
Grade Calculation for Undergraduate Students
Pre and Post Test completion                                              	 100 points
Program Assessment Exercises                                       	 100 points
Assigned Readings and Reading Journal Postings:    		100  points
Prayer/Reflections Postings                                                     100  points
Participation (Online)                                                                100 points
 
Quality Criteria for participation:
An “A” standard for responses: the student demonstrates the capacity to analyze the concepts/skills with facility and synthesize it with other concepts/skills in developing one's own theological style and interpretive capacity.
A “B” standard for responses: the student demonstrates the ability to apply and analyze the concept or skill, applying it to solving real world problems. The student further demonstrates the ability to analyze the contextual structure and assumptions within the learning outcome and its related concepts and skill sets.
A “C” standard for responses: the student demonstrates an understanding of the concept or skill under discussion through the ability to interpret, compare and contrast and explain the concept/skill in discussions and written reflections.
A “D” standard for responses: the student demonstrates the capacity to define the concepts and skills associated with the learning outcome.
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 60-69%; F: 0-59%
 Students must pass this course with a minimum of a “B” average in order qualify for graduation.
 
Schedule of topics
 Module One: Gathering Introduction  
Program Learning Outcome: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace and justice that responds and leads to active participation within changing local and global environments.
Online Readings:  
· “New Testament Litany of Mary” by Rev. Robert Bouffier, SM
· “The Catholic Intellectual Tradition in the Catholic University,” by Monica Hellwig.
This module’s assignments:
· Complete Online pretest
· Prepare a short biography sharing with me your story in the program. What were your hopes and dreams as you entered this program? How has the program influenced those hopes and dreams?
Module Two: Characteristics of Marianist Universities
Program Learning Outcome: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace and justice that responds and leads to active participation within changing local and global environments.
Online:          
· Characteristics of Marianist Universities
· Thomas Giardino,S.M." Overview of Marianist Spirituality: It’s More than Community," 2004. © 2009 VLCFF
This module's assignments:
· Read the “Characteristics” document and write approximately two pages on what you found most important in the document and your response to this first outcome. What did you learn from the reading?
· Discuss in one to two pages how the Characteristics of Marianist Universities informed your graduate program. Include your sense of both the strengths and weaknesses of these Marianist traditions in your education process.
 


Module Three: Marianist Charism and Prayer
Program Learning Outcome: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace and justice that responds and leads to active participation within changing local and global environments.
 Online:         
· “Marianist Prayer,” by Enrique Aguilera, SM, and José María Arnaiz, SM
· “Spirit of Mary Talks,” by Robert Bouffier, SM
· “Prayer of Looking,” by Enrique Aguilera, SM, and José María Arnaiz, SM
This module’s assignments:
· Your prayer/reflection experience (Prayer #1)
· The focus of the readings is Marianist Spirituality and prayer. What did you learn from the readings? Did they help you better understand the Marianist spirituality and educational tradition?
Module Four: Catholic Theology
Program Learning Outcome: The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression with a Vatican II framework, its historical development, and its context within the broader Christian tradition.
 Online:   
· “Finding God in All Things: A Sacramental Worldview and Its Effects,” by Michael J. Himes
· “The Common Method of Meditation,” by Enrique Aguilera, SM and José María Arnaiz, SM
· “The Church of the Poor: Towards an Ecclesiology of Vulnerable Mission” by Stan Chu Ilo
This module’s assignments:
· Your prayer/reflection experience (Prayer #2)
· Respond to this second outcome: How comfortable are you with this outcome? How well did the program prepare you in this area?
· Choose one of this week’s readings and respond to it: What is the significance of the article and how would you critique it if you were asked by a parishioner what it really meant? Was it helpful to you and your spiritual journey?
  
Module Five: Community and Theology
Program Learning Outcome: The student will compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community.
Online:         
· “Toward the Fullness of Christ: A Catholic Vision of Ecumenism,” by Ralph Del Colle.
· “Newman, Conversion, and Ecumenism,” by Avery Dulles, S.J.
· “Saving Ecumenism from Itself,” by Avery Cardinal Dulles.
· “The Three O’Clock Prayer,” by Enrique Aguilera, SM and José María Arnaiz, SM.
 
This module’s assignments:
· Your prayer/reflection experience. (Prayer #3)
· Respond to the readings: How does the ecumenical dialogue impact your understanding of evangelization? Why is ecumenical dialogue important in the Roman Catholic Church?
 
Module Six: Community, Ecclesiology and Religion
Program Learning Outcome: The student will compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community.
Online:
· “The Catholic Church and the Other Religious Paths: Rejecting Nothing That Is True and Holy,” by James Fredericks
· “Searching for the Common Thread within Religions,” by Paul F. Knitter.
· “Prayer Rooted in Faith,” by Enrique Aguilera, SM and José María Arnaiz, SM.
This module’s assignments:
· Your prayer/reflection experience (Prayer #4)
· Respond to the third outcome: How comfortable are you with this outcome? How well did the program prepare you in this area?
· Please post your response to the week's readings. The focus of the week is interreligious dialogue and its impact on our self-understanding as Christians. How does this impact your understanding of the Roman Catholic Church and our relationships with our other Christian denominations and churches?
 
Module Seven: Catholic Social Teaching 
Program Learning Outcome: The student will demonstrate the ability to apply theological reflection to issues, needs and concerns of various pastoral contexts within and for communities of Hawai'i, Asia and the Pacific.
Capstone Project: Choose a current social concern in Hawai'i and apply your understanding of theology to it and come up with a policy statement on the issue and a pastoral plan to respond to the issue in the context of your parish ministries.  
This module’s assignments:
· Your prayer/reflection experience.
· Post capstone project on assignment.  
 
Course Summary:
	Date
	Details

	Sun Jan 12, 2020
		Assignment
	MPT Knowledge Survey Pre-Test
	due by 11:59pm




	Sat Jan 18, 2020
		Assignment
	Program Biography
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Marianist Educational Traditions and Charism
	due by 11:59pm




	Sat Jan 25, 2020
		Assignment
	Marianist Charism and Prayer
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Prayer Reflection Experience
	due by 11:59pm




	Sat Feb 1, 2020
		Assignment
	Program Learning Outcome One
(1 student)
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Helping Parishioners with the array of articles they might read
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Prayer Reflection Experience 2
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Program Learning Outcome One
	due by 11:59pm




	Sat Feb 8, 2020
		Assignment
	Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Prayer Reflection Experience 3
	due by 11:59pm




	Sat Feb 15, 2020
		Assignment
	Outcome #3: Assessment Essay
	due by 11:59pm

	Assignment
	Prayer Reflection Experience 4
	due by 11:59pm




	Sat Feb 22, 2020
		Assignment
	Inter religious Dialogue and Our Self-Understanding as Christians
	due by 11:59pm




	Fri Feb 28, 2020
		Assignment
	Capstone Project
	due by 11:59pm




	Mon Mar 23, 2020
		Assignment
	Undergraduate Requirement: Why is Social Justice important to your ministry?
	due by 11:59pm




	
	




