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   3 Credits
   July 6, 2020- September 12, 2020
   Online

	
Instructor: Laura Farris, Ed.D.
Email: laura.farris@chaminade.edu
Phone: 808-358-6151
	
Office Hours: Online or by phone
Office Location: Online



Required Readings:
[bookmark: _w6euvy27nw9i]
[bookmark: _9umth39hfwui]There will be a collection of readings available online from a variety of professional journals and organizations. The readings reflect the range of issues and trends currently impacting the field of special education at the state and national levels.

Online websites:
http://www.wrightslaw.com/ (website with lots of information on Special Education 

Department of Education - https://sites.ed.gov/idea/

Course Catalog Description: This course provides analysis and practical application of social, legal, and ethical issues in the field of special education. Topics will consist of topical educational issues and national and global trends in Special Education.

Essential Questions: During this course, students will explore topics and current research as it pertains to special education. By the end of the course, students will be able to answer:
1. What is the purpose of federal law Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004), how and why has the law evolved since its inception to present day?
2. What issues/complications might arise, and how might a special education best address these issues/complications, when implementing IDEA 2004 at the school and/or classroom level?
3. What current trends in Special Education might improve the outcomes for students with disabilities?

Mission Statement: 
The mission of the education division is to foster the education of teachers and leaders in education through programs based in the liberal arts tradition, Catholic Marianists’ values, current research, and best practices.

	Marianist Values:
1. Educate for Formation in Faith
2. Provide an Integral Quality Education
3. Educate in Family Spirit
4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change

	WASC Core Competencies:
1. Written Communication
2. Oral Communication
3. Quantitative reasoning
4. Critical Thinking
5. Information Literacy




Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs): 

	1
	Content Knowledge (Knowledge of subject matter)

	2
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice (Knowledge of how students develop and learn, and  engagement of students in developmentally appropriate experiences that support learning)

	3
	Pedagogical Content Knowledge (Knowledge of how to teach subject matter to students and application of a variety of instructional strategies that are rigorous, differentiated, focused on the active involvement of the learner) 

	4
	Educational Technology (Knowledge of and application of appropriate technology for student learning) 

	5
	Assessment for Learning (Knowledge of and use of appropriate assessment strategies that enhance the knowledge of learners and their responsibility for their own learning)

	6
	Diversity (Skills for adapting learning activities for individual differences and the needs of diverse learners and for maintaining safe positive, caring, and inclusive learning environments)

	7
	Focus on Student Learning (Skills in the planning and design of meaningful learning activities that support and have positive impact on student learning based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community, curriculum standards, and integration of appropriate technology)

	8
	Professional & Ethical Dispositions and Communication (Professional dispositions, professionalism in teaching, and ethical standards of conduct consistent with Marianist values, and positive and constructive relationships with parents, the school community and professional colleagues). 




	Upon completion of the M.A. in Teaching, students will be able to:
1. Synthesize knowledge of learner development, learner differences, diverse students and the learning environment to optimize learning for Elementary students.
2. Evaluate central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the subject matter disciplines for Elementary students.
3. Utilize formative and summative assessments, to determine, select, and implement effective instructional strategies for Elementary students. 
4. Analyze the history, values, commitments, and ethics of the teaching profession within the school community. 
5. Explain the Marianist tradition of providing an integral, quality education within diverse learning communities.

Upon completion of the M.A. in Teaching, Secondary Education, students will be able to:
1. Synthesize knowledge of learner development, learner differences, diverse students and the learning environment to optimize learning for Secondary students. 
2. Evaluate central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the subject matter disciplines for Secondary students. 
3. Utilize formative and summative assessments, to determine, select, and implement effective instructional strategies for Secondary students. 
4. Analyze the history, values, commitments, and ethics of the teaching profession within the school community. 
5. Explain the Marianist tradition of providing an integral, quality education within diverse learning communities.

Upon completion of the M.A. in Teaching, Special Education, students will be able to:
1. Synthesize knowledge of learner development, learner differences, diverse students and the learning environment to optimize learning for SPED students. 
2. Evaluate central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the subject matter disciplines for SPED students.
3. Utilize formative and summative assessments, to determine, select, and implement effective instructional strategies for SPED students. 
4. Analyze the history, values, commitments, and ethics of the teaching profession within the school community. 
5. Explain the Marianist tradition of providing an integral, quality education within diverse learning communities. 

	





Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):
Students will:

	1
	Apply the rule of law in a hypothetical educational situation based on students’ knowledge of special education history and landmark court cases.

	2
	Identify challenges and solutions in implementing IDEA 2004 at school level.

	3
	Research current trends in special education and identify the possible positives and negatives  results of implementation. 




Alignment of Learning Outcomes:

	
	CLO 1
	CLO 2
	CLO 3

	Essential Questions
	1
	2
	3

	Marianist Values
	4
	2
	5

	WASC Core Competencies
	5
	4
	1

	Program Learning Outcomes
	8
	7
	1





	Assignments
	Description
	Pts
	Due
date

	Weekly Discussions
	Weekly discussions completed in a timely manner. Week starts on Monday and ends on Sunday and repeats (initial posting by Saturday with response to peers by Sunday). In your postings, you will need to demonstrate your knowledge of the material (include at least 1 reference) in your response to the assignment prompt.
	80
	weekly

	Special Education Law Assignment

	This will be due October 27, 2017 and will be used for our weekly discussions. Students can research and select an education based court case that has impacted special education law. The write-up will be sent to me and I will post it in the weekly schedule. Other students will read it and respond to the prompt. There are many sites online that you can find and access special education court cases but be sure your information is balanced and unbiased (if you need assistance with this, please contact me).You will write a 500-600 word paper description of the case. You should include the background of the case (the school situation), description of the two opposing arguments, why the case is important to the field of special education and the impact of the case on schools (see rubric in week 5 for more information). You will respond once to each student’s posting. You will receive 10 points for your contribution and 10 points for your respond to other students’ postings). Responses should be thoughtful and 
	100
	10/27/17

	Special Education Project
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Students can choose a topic of interest in Special Education. This could be a major issue, current trends, ECE topics, instuctional methods, aspects of IDEA, disability category, etc. Approval by the insructor is required.This can be presented in a powerpoint, prezi, etc. although it may need to contain more information/words than is generally recommended on these types of presentations. (If you are interested in an aspect of education that is unrelated to special education, this may be acceptable. Email me.)
	20
	12/2/17

	Total
	
	200
	




Grading Scale: 190 – 200 = A, 180 – 189 = B, 170 – 179 = C, below C  = F 

Attendance: 
As stated in the Chaminade University catalog, students are expected to attend all classes for courses in which they are registered. The instructor will specify and enforce expectations for online participation and receipt of assignments appropriate to the design of the course.

University Policies

Academic Honesty Statement: Violations of the Honor Code are serious. They harm other students, your professor, and the integrity of the University. Alleged violations will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs. If found guilty of plagiarism, a student might receive a range of penalties, including failure of an assignment, failure of an assignment and withholding of the final course grade until a paper is turned in on the topic of plagiarism, failure of the course, or suspension from the University.

Violations of Academic Integrity: Violations of the principle include, but are not limited to:
· Cheating: Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, notes, study aids, or other devices in any academic exercise.
· Fabrication and Falsification: Intentional and unauthorized alteration or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise. Falsification is a matter of inventing or counterfeiting information for use in any academic exercise. 
· Multiple Submissions: The submission of substantial portions of the same academic work for credit (including oral reports) more than once without authorization. 
· Plagiarism: Intentionally or knowingly presenting the work of another as one’s own (i.e., without proper acknowledgment of the source). 
· Abuse of Academic Materials: Intentionally or knowingly destroying, stealing, or making inaccessible library or other academic resource materials. 
Complicity in Academic Dishonesty: Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to commit an act of academic dishonesty.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:
· Copying or borrowing liberally from someone else’s work without his/her knowledge or permission; or with his/her knowledge or permission and turning it in as your own work.
· Copying of someone else’s exam or paper.
· Allowing someone to turn in your work as his or her own.
· Not providing adequate references for cited work.
· Copying and pasting large quotes or passages without properly citing them.

Title IX Compliance: Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the following:
· Chaminade Counseling Center: 808-735-4845
· Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.

Disability Access: 
The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for the instructor to plan accordingly. Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making the necessary accommodates.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students.
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