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Chaminade University of Honolulu

TIME:			Online
INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		Cell phone preferred: (808) 256-8859
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu

Course description
Throughout its history, India has been the site for the beginnings of major religious traditions and the home for imported ones as well. In the context of world religions, India serves as the fruitful ground for inter-religious dialogue as encouraged by the document Nostra Aetate from the Second Vatican Council. This course will explore the meaning of inter-religious dialogue in India, and how the society and history of India has shaped and been shaped by the many religious traditions within its borders.

Required Texts
Clothey, Fred W. Religion in India: A Historical Introduction
Sikora, Jack. Religions of India: A User Friendly and Brief Introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and the Jains.

Program Learning Outcomes Linked to Course Outcomes
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 
2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace;
6. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

In this course, students will: 
· explore the historical development of India and its religious traditions;
· examine the religious influences within Indian society 
· study the religious expressions in the culture of India;
· identify the nature and meaning of inter-religious dialogue within India.

Student learning outcomes:
At the end of the course, students will be able to 
· Identify and explain the development of major religions in India;
· Describe and evaluate the effect religions have on the society and culture;
· Explain the diaspora of India’s religions into other regions, such as Hawaii.
· Compare and contrast one or two of the major points in inter-religious discussions between and among the traditions in India.

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. This course enables the students to view the world through the lens of religious traditions in India , learning about the global world that is family. 

Educate for formation in faith;
	This course explores how faith integrates with the culture of India.
Provide for an integral quality education;
	Students will engage in the exploration of the impact of religion on peoples’ world views.
Educate for family spirit;
	Discussion boards enable us to create a family of learners.
Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
	Throughout its history and development of religions, the question of doing what is right is addressed by several of India’s religious traditions.
Educate for adaptation and change.
	In their study, students will examine the adaptions that religions and cultures have changed in response to internal and external challenges.

Course Requirements

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and videos.
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· thoroughness of answers in reflective assignments and essay;
· continuing development of understanding.

Students will be graded on the following – points will be assigned for each activity. Total number of points will be determined by discussion board posts required, film review and essay assignments.
· Participation on discussion boards
· Film review essay
· Mid-term essays
· Final exam	 essays

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Discussion Board Posts:
Your activity on the discussion board be graded and assessed by two main criteria. The first is 
Quantitative Participation (ARC) Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
1. Answering and posting a response to the discussion or questions;
2. Reviewing what others have posted; 
3.Commenting on and to one of your classmate’s post in response to the discussion or question -- see below for more in-depth requirement. 

The second criterion is Qualitative Participation (SUP): Qualitative participation consists in 
1. Supporting your answer through specific examples and cited resources if needed that are accurately used. 
2. Understanding clearly what another has posted by using fair, balanced and respectful responses particularly if disagreeing. 
3. Presenting meaningful comments that are more than just a simple answer to another’s post, but adding more to the conversation. 

If the instructor posts a reply to your post, it is mandatory that you respond. Failure to respond to instructor will result in loss of participation points.

Film Review – You will be given a choice of films to locate and watch for this course. You will select one to watch and to write a two-page review. More details will be provided with the assignment.

Mid-term and Final essays
You will be responding to questions and writing an essay to explain your response. More details will be given with the essay assignments.

Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

Counseling Center or Bro. Ed Brink, S.M
RE 359 India Course Outline (subject to revision)
	Week of
	Content and activities
	Reading assignments for the week to which you will respond online on one of the discussion boards.

	April 13
	Three discussion boards

Introduction 
Introduce yourself – discussion board (ungraded)

Nostra Aetate – Discussion board

Through the looking glass….
What impact does the lens have on how we view others? – Chapter one
	Read the document Nostra Aetate that will be available online.

Textbook Reading Assignment:
Religion in India Clothey, Chapter one


	April 20
	India: Religions in Dialogue India: Its early history

Reading reflection discussion board

Vedic Religion discussion board
	Religion in India Clothey, Chapter two
Religions of India: Sikora Chapters one, two and three


	April 27
	Responses to Early Vedic Tradition: 
Buddhism
Reading reflection discussion board
Buddhism and video discussion board
	Religion in India Clothey, Chapter five two 
Religions of India: Sikora Chapters six, seven and eight


	May 4
	Responses to Early Vedic Tradition: 
Jainism 

Reading reflection discussion board
Jainism discussion board
	Religion in India Clothey, Chapters three and four
Religions of India: Sikora Chapter ten

	May 11
	Hinduism’s adaptation
Reading reflection discussion board

Ramayana discussion board
	Religion in India Clothey, Chapter five
Religions of India: Sikora Chapters four and five
Mid-term essay due next week






	May 18
	Islam in India
Development of Sikhism
Hinduism continues to adapt

Reading reflection discussion board

Meeting of Two Oceans discussion board
	Religion in India Clothey, Chapters six and seven
Religions of India: Chapter nine

	May 25
	“Streams from the West”

Reading reflection discussion board

Film discussion board
	Reading Assignment
Religion in India Clothey, Chapter eight, nine and ten
Film review due next week

	June 1
	India today and its global reach

Reading reflection discussion board
	Religion in India Clothey, Chapters nine and ten

	June 8
	Final discussion board and Final essay exam
	

	Instruction for the term ends June 15. All posts and essays must be completed by June 16
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