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RE 637/408
CHRISTOLOGY AND THE TRINITY

SYLLABUS

Instructor: Deacon William T. Ditewig, Ph.D.
billditewig@msn.com
410-279-0560
	


COURSE PREREQUISITES: Prerequisites for RE 637; either RE 607, 608 or 609.  Prerequisite for RE 408 in the diaconate program is RE 501 or permission of the instructor.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The course examines approaches taken by contemporary theologians in discussing Jesus the Christ and his significance for the Christian faith. It looks at God as unity and trinity, God’s self-revelation in the person of Jesus, traditional, and contemporary Christological issues relating to Jesus life, death, and resurrection.

TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER MATERIALS

We will use four groups of texts, each unique, and of varying magisterial authority.  First, we will use scripture as related to our topics of Christology and the Trinity.  Second, we will use the documents of the Second Vatican Council.  Third, we will consider the summary provided by the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Fourth, we will use selected articles and other sources from various theologians.  You may use print or electronic versions of any and all of these texts.


COURSE OBJECTIVES AND DESIRED OUTCOMES: 

1. To consider how the scriptures and early Christian writers described the nature and mission of Jesus

1. To weigh the paradox of Christian faith with regard to the dual aspect of Jesus’ person:
the divine and the human – as articulated by reason and proclaimed by faith

1. To trace the development and tension of Christian belief about Jesus as witnessed in the
conciliar debates which established boundaries between orthodoxy and heresy

1. To survey diverse ways and reasons for interpreting Jesus’ person and work with regard to
specific theological themes, such as:  Trinity & soteriology, grace & sin, creation & redemption, eschatology & hope, discipleship & life.

1. To apply all of this examination to pastoral ministry, as lay disciples or as ordained clergy.  


REQUIREMENTS:

1. Preparation, presence & participation in all scheduled classes for this course

1. Satisfactory completion of a course project, which may take the form of a paper, a presentation for a particular group (e.g., RCIA, youth ministry, high school religion class, etc.), or other project as coordinated with the instructor.


MODULES:

I. First in-person sessions/ weekend #1: “Getting Started with the Trinity”

a. Action Assignment: Online discussions 
b. Preparation: Final Paper/Project Proposal

1) The community for which you will be designing the project
2) Student/instructor will negotiate the scope of the project.


II. Second in-person sessions/ weekend #2:  Focus on the Christ and the Spirit

a. Action Assignment: More online discussions

b. Continue work on Final Paper/Project

III. Third in-person session/ weekend #3: Presentations on Student Projects on Trinity
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