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Spring 2020 Syllabus 
Course Code: BI-302 


I. Instructor Information 					II. Course Information
Claire Wright							Wednesday 1:30-2:20
Associate Professor						Henry 109
Wesselcamper 106
Monday 9-11:45am and 1:30-5:30					III. Required Text 
Claire.wright@chaminade.edu					NO specific book, reading will be assigned  
Office 739 8343							

IV. COURSE TITLE: BI-302 – SCIENTIFIC WRITING II – BIOETHICS AND CONDUCT

V. Course Description: 
Continuation of BI 300. Students will focus upon contemporary ethical issues in science and medicine including funding policies, ethics and conduct of research and medicine. Course will culminate in writing of an authoritative review paper on an issue of interest selected by the student.

VI. Learning Outcomes
	Student Learning Outcomes
	Linkage to Program Learning Outcomes

	1) Be able to weigh up both sides of an ethical/moral issue.
	(PLO 1—6)

	2) Understand why an ethical issue may have several stand-points and why differences in agreement may vary depending on context.
	(PLO 1-6)

	3) Examine the processes of the development of ethical policy.
	(PLO 1-7)

	4) Produce a written summary of an evidence assessment.
	(PLO 1-6)

	5) Complete a balanced argument final discussion paper on an bioethical issue
	(PLO 7)



Biology Program Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of the B.S. degree program in Biology the student will demonstrate: 
1. An understanding of the scientific method and the ability to design and test a hypothesis; 
2. The ability to visualize, statistically evaluate, validate and interpret scientific data, and to communicate science effectively both orally and in writing; 
3. The ability to acquire and comprehend information from published scientific literature and to employ computational resources in the resolution of biological problems; 
4. An understanding of the chemical and physical principles that unite all life forms, and of biological organization at the molecular, cellular, tissue, organ, organism and system levels; 
5. The ability to define the components and processes of genetic and epigenetic information transmission, and their determinant effects on the adaptive and evolutionary processes that they drive; 
6. An understanding of the etiology of major human disease burdens in terms of pathophysiological mechanisms, epidemiology within populations and possible therapeutic approaches; and 
7. An understanding of the entry requirements, career pathways 

VII. Course Elements
This is a debate format class, where students are expected to discuss various ethical issues from different standpoints. Each student takes turns at leading an argument and mediating discussions. Through this practice students will:
· Understand the central, moral and philosophical and social problems in the biological sciences. 
· Be able to formulate, present and defend a particular position on a moral or policy issue in the biological sciences and be able to communicate these ideas and conclusions effectively during discussion and debate. 
· Develop the critical skills needed to evaluate and articulate moral and philosophical claims, arguments and goals frequently found in the biological sciences.
· Review the ethical issues and policies addressed by ethics committees.
· Be able to write clearly, eloquently and effectively about a particular moral dilemma.
· Learn to direct and manage future learning about ethics.

VIII. Grading Scale

A 	Excellent 		>90% 		450 points or more			B	Good			>80% 		400 points	
C	Average			>70% 		350 points
D	Below Average		>60%		300 points
F	Failure			<60% 		299 points or less


IX. Assignments and Grading 

Specific Assignment		Points		% Of Grade		Due Date 
Attendance			100		20%			Each week -semester long
Papers x3			100		30%			all semester
Lead role			150		30%			Each week - semester long
Final paper			150		30%			last class 
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XI. Additional Departmental and University Polices 

1. Electronic Devices 
Use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade, unless specifically permitted by your instructor. Use of cellphones and music devices in laboratories is a safety issue. In addition, use of cellphones and music devices in any class is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct. Students who cannot comply with this rule will be asked to leave class and may be subject to laboratory safety violation fines. You will be asked to leave class and marked absent if you do not comply. This will negatively affect your grade. Please refer any questions to the Dean of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.

2. ADAA Statement 
2.1 Pursuant to several federal and state laws, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all qualified students with disabilities are protected from discrimination on basis of disability and are eligible for reasonable accommodations or modifications in the academic environment to enable them to enjoy equal access to academic programs, services, or activities. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Counseling Center at 808-735-4845 for further information. 

3. Attendance & Tardiness 

3.1 Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office (Natural Science and Math 1 (808) 440-4204). It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

3.2 Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades. 

3.3. Tardiness
Reasons for tardiness should be explained to the instructor at the end of the class. Repeated tardiness may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Repeated unexcused tardiness may result in discussion with the instructor regarding the ability of the student to commit to the class.

4. Policy on Make-Up Tests 
Makeup exams and quizzes are not given unless a student is ill and contacts the instructor within 24 hours of missed class period.  A doctor’s written excuse should be supplied at the NEXT class attended. Extra credit opportunities may be available during the course of regular lectures or may be written into the exams.  

5. Policy on Communication 
5.1 The University provides a Chaminade email address for all students. Official Chaminade communications will be sent to the students’ Chaminade email address and instructors will use only this email to communicate with students. It is the responsibility of the student to check their email frequently. Report email-related problems to the Helpdesk at 808-735-4855 or helpdesk@chaminade.edu. 

6. Laboratory Safety Information
The following guidelines are established to provide instructions in maintaining safety for students, staff, and faculty while using any of the science laboratories at Chaminade University. The Division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (NSM), along with the University Environmental Safety Office are responsible for enforcing the regulations set forth in the current Student Handbook. Queries should be addressed to: Dean of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (808) 440-4204; Environmental Safety Officer (808) 739-4811 

7. Title IX Declaration 
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to speak to a confidential source you may contact the following:
• Chaminade Counseling Center| 808 735-4845.
• Any priest serving as a sacramental confessor or any ordained religious leader serving in the sacred confidence role.

8. Academic Honesty
Students are expected to have read and to abide by the “Student Rules of Conduct” which are available in your copy of Chaminade University’s Student Handbook. Cheating in the form of plagiarism, collusion, deception and will not be tolerated and will negatively affect your grade.

9. The instructor may modify elements of this syllabus according to the operational needs of the class. 

	Week 
	Date
	Topic 
	Reading for the following week 

	1 
	1/15
	SECTION I: INTRODUCTION

Syllabus & course overview. 
History of Bioethics and moral behavior.

	Case 1

	2 
	1/22
	Morality and Moral disagreement.
One versus the whole.
	Case 2

	3
	1/29
	SECTION II: LABORATORY ETHICS

Social/professional conduct – the position of power.
Falsification of data.

	Case 3
FIRST PAPER DUE: first principles

	4
	2/5
	Scientific misconduct.
Credit where credits due.
Criminalizing biomedical science.

	Case 4


	5
	2/12
	SECTION III: ANIMAL EXPERIMENTATION

Our duty to nature 
Consciousness, rationality and animal rights.

	Case 5

	6
	2/19
	Rules and regulations
The role of The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).

	Case 6


	7
	2/26
	SECTION IV: BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH ETHICS

Stem cells. The goo of life and debate of the century
Fetal and mother conflict. Prenatal screening, sex selection and cloning.


	Case 7

SECOND PAPER DUE: Autonomy



	8
	3/4
	Human subjects research. 
Tissue collection.
Informed consent and the role of the Institutional Review board (IRB).

	Case 8


	9
	3/11
	Human subjects research.
At risk populations.
Research in developing countries.

	Case 9

	10
	3/18
	SECTION V: MEDICAL ETHICS

Patient rights and confidentiality.
Should a doctor always tell the truth?

	Case 10

THIRD PAPER DUE: Data

	11
	3/25
	Spring break week
	

	12
	4/1
	Killing and letting die – rethinking treatment
Advanced directives, euthanasia and medically assisted suicide.

	Case 11


	13
	4/8
	Genetic testing and healthcare
To test or not to test.

	Case 12


	14
	4/15
	SECTION VI: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Religious and cultural perspectives in bioethics
Understanding different view points (comparison including, Buddhist, Chinese, Hindu/Sikh, Jehovah, Jewish, Protestant and Catholic).

	Case 13

	15
	4/22
	Cultural competency
Should the decisions of ethics committees be based on community values?
Historical social values and Mental health.

	Final date for final paper review/discussion

	16
	4/29
	Final review of progress and class assessment discussion
	Hand in final paper: individual ethics topic




attendance and participation	midterm paper	lead roles	final paper	20	20	30	30	
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