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Course Syllabus
Chaminade University Honolulu
3140 Waialae Avenue - Honolulu, HI 96816

www.chaminade.edu
Course Number:  EN 101
Course Title:  Introduction to Expository Writing

Section: EN-101-60-2
Division: Division of Humanities and Fine Arts

Term: Fall Evening 2019, Oct. 7 - Dec. 18, 2019
Course Credits: 3

Class Location: Pearl Harbor Education Center, Monday nights from 5:30-9:40pm
Chaminade Help Desk: (808) 735-4855
Instructor Name:  Dr. Christine Hansen

Email: Christine.Hansen@chaminade.edu 

Phone: 808.262.2281

Office Location: My virtual office is always open

University Course Catalog Description

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. The course emphasizes the basics of organization and clear expression and use of Standard Edited American English.
Student Learning Outcomes:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following writing and critical thinking competencies: 

Upon completion of the course, successful students will be able to do the following:

1.
To make a topic choice with confidence and efficiency and to use prewriting strategies which help students avoid indecisiveness and writer’s block.

2.
To limit and narrow a general topic into a workable and limited specific topic.

3.
To write a persuasive thesis statement that is the central focus of the paper.

4.
To choose and apply a variety of rhetorical writing styles appropriate to the subject and purpose of the paper.

5.
To organize ideas into a logical sequence that becomes the organization and outline of the paper.

6.
To use transitions within and between paragraphs which maintain a smooth flow of ideas.

7.
To organize paragraphs around topic sentences and develop them fully and logically.

8.
To use correct grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics and sentence structure.

9.
To apply editing, revision and proofreading techniques to both rough drafts and to the final copy.

10.
To realize that writing is a clear process from initial topic choice to a polished final copy.

11.
To appreciate that high-quality, persuasive writing demonstrates the immense power of language to communicate “an emotion, a visual image, a complex idea, or a simple truth.” (Amy Tan)
Marianist Values
This class represents one component of your education at Chaminade University of Honolulu. An education in the Marianist Tradition in marked by five principles and you should take every opportunity possible to reflect upon the role of these characteristics in your education and development:

1. Education for formation in faith

2. Provide an integral, quality education

3. Educate in family spirit

4. Educate for service, justice and peace

5. Educate for adaptation and change
Native Hawaiian Values

Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:

1. Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) May I live by God

2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep

3. Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship

4. Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom

5. Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school

Required Textbook to Purchase:
The St. Martin's Handbook, 8th ed. with 2016 MLA updates

Andrea S. Lundsford

ISBN-13: 978-1319120252

ISBN-10: 1319120253
Technical Assistance 

· Chaminade Help Desk: 735-4855
Instructor Bio

Dr. Christine Hansen is an award-winning writer, with experience in technical writing, journalism, and poetry.  To the best of her knowledge, she wrote the very first newspaper article that ever appeared on Luis and Walter Alvarez' 'asteroid impact' theory of dinosaur extinction.  She received the Norman Meller Award from the University of Hawaii, and is a recipient of a California statewide JACC award.  A former member of MENSA, Dr. Hansen worked on a two-year National Science Foundation project to create a machine-human system for historical linguistics, and has appeared on several television interview programs as a subject-matter expert. Dr. Hansen holds a Ph.D. in political science, an M.A. in English, an M.A. in linguistics, a Master of Aeronautical Science with an Emphasis in Space Studies, a B.A. in philosophy, and an A.A. in journalism. She practices meditation and has a strong Christian faith.

Grading Scale

Letter grades are given in all courses except those conducted on a credit/no credit basis. Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work, class participation, quizzes, tests, term papers, reports and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows: 

A  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative 

B  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner 

C  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter 

D  Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite 

     course work 

F  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given

Course Policies 

Late Work Policy 

I do not accept late discussion work or peer review work.  Depending on the reasons, I may accept late written work with a deduction.  If you think you may need to hand in an assignment late, contact me about it as early as possible.  I cannot accept work after the end of an academic term.

Grades of "Incomplete"

 Incomplete grades will only be given under unusual circumstances and only if at least 50% of the course work has been successfully completed. 

Writing Policy 

All written assignments in this course must be in MLA style.

Instructor and Student Communication 
Questions for this course can be emailed to the instructor at Christine.Hansen@Chaminade.edu 

Online, in-person and phone conferences can be arranged.  You may call me or text me at (808) 226-6219.  

Disability Access
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the Counseling Center by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Counseling Center at (808) 735-4845 for further information.

Title IX Compliance
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.

Attendance Policy 

The following attendance policy is from the 2018-2019 Academic Catalog (p. 57-58). Faculty members should also check with their divisions for division-specific guidelines. 

Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor, or texting the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades.

Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu ADA Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes. Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should communicate first with the instructor to review the options. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade or be withdrawn by the instructor at the instructor’s discretion.

Academic Conduct Policy
From the 2018-2019 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 42):  

Any community must have a set of rules and standards of conduct by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values. 

Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website.

You may not submit work previously credited in other courses. 

In this course, if the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook: https://studentaffairs.chaminade.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2018-19-NEW-STUDENT-HANDBOOK.pdf
Diversity

Chaminade's "Core Beliefs Statement" says, "Students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring a variety of talents, traditions, cultures and abilities. This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can then nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential." Consequently, this course encompasses readings that reflect and examine the diversity of our literary, cultural and environmental heritage. Additionally, the course puts special attention on the problems faced by authors seeking to write from unique personal or cultural perspectives to readers who may not share the same perspectives or cultural background.

Requirements (total 1,000 points)

    * Perfect attendance bonus for attending all class sessions:  100 points

    * Research papers 1,   2 and 3: 200 each for a total = 600 points

    * Peer review participation 3 @ 50 points each = 150 points

    * Final Exam = 150 points

Grading Scale

    * ‘A’: Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

    * ‘B’: Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

    * ‘C’: Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

    * ‘D’: Inferior work, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

    * ‘F’: Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

    * A passing grade for this course is a ‘C.’

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student during the term.

Work written for other courses is unacceptable in this one. 

Students are required to consult sources outside the required reading of the course. They are also responsible for clearly presenting their sources via in-text documentation and a works cited listing at the end of the paper. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement.

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course.

The Chaminade General Catalog states the following with regard to plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may

include, but is not limited to, the following:

    1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper

    acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid

    charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

    2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

    3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam,

    research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by

    another individual.

In this course, if the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. In this course, maintaining a research journal is critical in this regard. Additionally, students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of research papers, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.

With regard to the use of tutors, editors, proofreaders, writing coaches, writing groups and other writers' support interfaces, the following policy applies. The use of writing tutors provided through Chaminade University is particularly encouraged; however, the instructor requires that prior notice be given and a full account the tutorial sessions be provided via email to the instructor, including the name and contact information for the tutor, the date, time and duration of the session and a brief summary of the results of the session. Use of non-Chaminade tutoring, editorial, or proofreading services is prohibited unless given prior approval from the instructor. Because this is a writing course designed to nurture, assess and certify the skill level of the individual student, all work submitted must be the original composition of the registered student.
Course Overview 

All due dates are in class on Mondays of the relevant week.  Do not e-mail work.  I expect a printed, stapled copy of each essay turned in for grading. For peer review sessions, you are required to bring at least five typed, stapled copies of your draft essay.  You are encouraged to bring colored pens or pencils to each peer review session, along with the checklist below:
Peer Review Checklist
· Does the writer make an effort to “hook” the audience and to establish the importance of the topic to a busy reader?

· In the introductory paragraph, did the writer provide a “road map” or “preview” of the main points to be covered in the paper (e.g., a forecasting statement)?

· Does the research paper have a clear thesis which has been suitably narrowed for the length of the paper?  Is it stated in the first paragraph?  Does the writer get to the point quickly, without a lot of preliminary discussion?

· Is the thesis capable of being disproved?

· Does the thesis focus on a single, specific point?

· Does the writer use transitions between paragraphs and make sure each paragraph has a topic sentence?  Is the content of each paragraph relevant to the thesis?  Does the writer provide viable support for the thesis in the body paragraphs, by offering evidence such as facts and statistics, examples, expert opinion, personal experience, discussion of passages in primary texts, or analogy?

· Is the level of language appropriate to a general, well-educated audience?

· Does the writer define any unfamiliar terms after the introductory paragraph, and provide any necessary background information at the same point, to establish the context of the thesis?

· If there is research, does each body reference have a proper parenthetical citation in MLA style?  Is there a corresponding end citation in proper MLA style?

· Does the paper contain too much quotation (it should consist of no more than 10% quotes)?

· Are any chosen sources credible?  

· Does the paper flow smoothly and with a unified voice?
· Is the paper padded, or is the writing powerful and lean?

· Are there grammatical and/or spelling errors?

· Does everything in the paper work toward proving the thesis, or is there digression?

· Is there a suitable conclusion?

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1 – Introduction and Topic Choice / Narrowing: Class meeting Oct. 7
· Objectives for this unit of the course

· Identify different rhetorical modes
· Make a topic choice for Essay #1 (comparison-contrast)
· Engage in pre-writing class activities
· Narrow down the topic choice
· Create effective thesis statements

· Create effective hooks

· Demonstrate the use of the writers’ OWLs
· Reading assignments: Read Ch. 1 and 2 in the textbook
· Write a draft of Essay #1

NOTE THAT OCT. 14 IS A HOLIDAY (DISCOVERERS’ DAY). THERE IS NO CLASS.

Week 2 – Paragraphing and Topic Sentences; Class meeting Oct. 21
· Objectives for this unit

· Develop an overview of essay structure (thesis/body/conclusion)
· Use topic sentences to organize paragraphs 

· Practice different development strategies
· Practice transitions

· Practice outlining
· Reading assignment: Chapters 3, 4, and 5 in the textbook
Week 3 – Peer Review #1: Class meeting Oct. 28
· Objectives for this unit

· Precision in writing
· Grammar championship face-off

· Apply editing, revision and proofreading techniques to drafts

· Peer review of draft #1; bring five copies of your draft essay to class

· Revise draft per peer review feedback

· Reading assignment: Chapters 6 and 17 
Week 4 – Descriptive Techniques; Submit Essay #1: Class meeting Nov. 4
· Objectives for this unit

· Demonstrate use of effective description

· Communicate visual images

· Hand in a printed, stapled copy of Essay #1 for grading

· Make a topic choice for Essay #2 (Persuasive Essay)

· Engage in pre-writing class activities

· Narrow down the topic choice

· Create an effective persuasive thesis statement

· Write a draft of Essay #2

· Reading assignment: Chapters  13 and 14 in the textbook
NOTE THAT NOV. 11 IS A HOLIDAY (VETERANS’ DAY). THERE IS NO CLASS.

Week 5 – Effective Persuasion and Peer Review #2: Class meeting Nov. 18
· Objectives for this unit

· Class workshop on finished essay revision

· Communicate complex ideas in writing

· Apply editing, revision and proofreading techniques to drafts

· Peer review of draft #2; bring five copies of your draft essay to class

· Reading: Chapters 18 and 19 in the textbook

· Revise draft per peer review feedback

Week 6 – Hand in a finished copy of Essay #2: Class meeting Nov. 25
· Objectives

· Critical thinking and logical fallacies

· Mock debates

· Hand in a printed, stapled copy of Essay #2
· Reading assignment: Chapters 8, 15, and 16 in the textbook

Week 7 – Open-Ended, Exploratory Writing: Class meeting Dec. 2
· Objectives

· Start writing Essay #3
· Library research techniques
· Brief introduction to citing sources in MLA

· Make a topic choice for Essay #3 (Exploratory Essay)

· Engage in pre-writing class activities

· Narrow down the topic choice

· Create an effective thesis statement

· Reading:  Chapters 9 and 21 in the textbook
· Finish draft of exploratory essay

Weeks 8 – Peer Review of Essay #3: Class meeting Dec. 9
· Objectives

· Practice cutting dead wood in group activities
· Practice synthesis techniques

· Types of evidence to support claims

· Apply editing, revision and proofreading techniques to drafts

· Peer review of draft #3; bring five copies of your draft essay to class

· Reading: Chapters 22, 23 and 24 in the textbook
· Revise draft per peer review feedback

Week 9 – Final Exam; hand in a finished copy of Essay #3: Class meeting Dec. 16
· Objectives

· Retrospective on class

· Personal reflections/narratives

· Reading assignments: None

· Hand in a printed, stapled copy of Essay #3
· Take the final examination
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