Course Syllabus
Chaminade University of Honolulu


HI/POL 341:  Vietnam & United States
Dr. Yamasaki


Course Description

Although the Vietnam War ended over twenty years ago, questions about it continue to haunt the American people.  What, for example, did the United States hope to accomplish in Vietnam?  Why did America commit so much of its resources to a region of the world where it seemingly had so little interest?  How did a poorly armed guerrilla army thwart the efforts of the most powerful nation in the world?  This course addresses these questions by examining (1) how and why the United States became involved in Vietnam, (2) views of the conflict by its participants, and (3) depictions of the conflict in literature and film.

Course Objectives

· Gain a working knowledge of the key people, events & developments of the era
· Develop writing, speaking & cognitive skills through essays, simulations & symposia
· Encourage learning that embodies cooperation, self-discipline, caring & mutual respect
· Promote concern for social justice, ethics & civic responsibility

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend classes, engage in learning and take 5 quizzes.

Grades

· 5 quizzes (22 questions each)
· 90-100 points = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; below 60 = F

Course Schedule

Week 1:  History of the Vietnamese people
[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 2:  French Rule
Week 3:  Indochine / Quiz 1
Week 4:  Vietnamese Nationalism & Ho Chi Minh
Week 5:  World War II
Week 6:  America After the War / Quiz 2
Week 7:  Cold War / Cold War at Home (U.S.A.)
Week 8:  French-Vietminh War
Week 9:  Quiet American / Quiz 3
Week 10: America’s Mandarin (Ngo Dinh Diem)
Week 11: JFK and Vietnam
Week 12: LBJ and Escalation / My Lai / Quiz 4
Week 13: Those Who Fought / Working-Class War / Racial Minorities
Week 14: Women in the Vietnam War / John Wayne’s America
Week 15: Tet Offensive / Nixon and Vietnam
Week 16: Quiz 5

Text

Mark Atwood Lawrence, The Vietnam War: A Concise International History

Office Hours

Mitch Yamasaki, Ph.D.  Henry Hall 208H
Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:00-6:00 PM
E-mail:  myamasak@chaminade.edu
Phone:  (808) 735-4824
