English 091 - Reading Improvement                   Spring 2004

Instructor: Al Lovington                                                                       Schedule: MTWF 1:00-1:50                                                                        

E-mail: lovingtoy001@hawaii.rr.com (home phone 395-3631)            Office Hours: TBA                            

Required texts

Reading Skills for College Students (6th ed.) Hancock, Ophelia (2001) Prentice-Hall, Inc.

a standard English dictionary (electronic or hardcopy)

Course Goals and Objectives

Students will develop proficient reading skills and learn to critically select and evaluate textual information at a level equivalent to the Nelson-Denney Test at the 11th Grade Level.  Students will improve their vocabulary, comprehension, and reading rates along with their abilities to identify main ideas, determine significant vocabulary and details, conceptualize relationships among textual ideas, perform outlining, and understand graphs and charts.

Grading                                                            Grades

40% Take-Home Test Scores                                        A = 100% - 90% 

5% Attendance/Participation                                           B =   89% - 80%

5% Homework                                                                C =   79% - 65%

10% First-quarter Exam                                                  D =   64% - 50% (fail and must repeat)

10% Midterm Exam                                                        F =   49% - 

15% Final Exam

5% Essays and Editing (two current events essays 2-3 pages and peer editing)

10% Pop Quizzes (10) 

Take-Home Test Scores: Take-home tests will be administered each week.  It is the responsibility of the student to attend class and to have them corrected in class.  Failure to turn in an exam and the possibilities for turning in late work will be determined case-by-case as per the assessment of the instructor (regarding legitimate absences  such as illness, accidents, etc.).  Generally, there will be a grade reduction to half credit for late work (late work will be given a D- grade) unless a written excuse is provided and found acceptable to the instructor. 

Attendance: In terms of tests and homework, the course is structured so that attendance is necessary.  Much will be made of class time correcting tests and the homework.  Make-up for homework absences may be done through the Academic Achievement Program (have them record your attendance).  

Homework: Chapters 1-12 in the textbook focus on specific reading skills which will benefit each student.  We will cover these first twelve chapters carefully making certain each student is acquiring the necessary skills.  Homework must be finished before class for each assignment and failure to do so will be duly noted in regards to that student’s homework grade.  

Exams: Exams will be given to mark each student’s progress.  The first Exam will be administered in the fourth week and the grade from this Exam will be sent to the administration for tracking purposes.  There will be a Mid-Term Exam to establish each student’s progress.  The Final Exam will count for 15% of the total grade.  The time and date of the Final Exam will be announced by the instructor. Exam material (for the three exams) will be taken directly from the take-home tests.

Pop Quizzes: There will be no make-up pop quizes. They are based on pass-fail (credit/ no-credit).

Deficiency Reports: Deficiency reports will be filed for poor attendance and for poor grades. 
