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[bookmark: _GoBack]RE103-02: WORLD RELIGIONS (3 credits)
Fall Day Term: August 26, 2019 - December 7, 2019
Classroom: Henry 202
Meeting: Tuesday/Thursday 2:30PM - 3:50PM 

Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.   	
Office: Henry 206A / Hours: M, T,TH 8:30AM - 12N
[bookmark: _Hlk534706994]Office Phone: 735-4867
Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu 

COURSE OVERVIEW



Catalog Description: Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen.  The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics.  

Prerequisites: None.  This course fulfills the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement

Orientation: The purpose of this class is to assist students in their exploration and understanding of different approaches to the answers of the human quest in existence, morality, and ethical behaviors.
This study is presented in a way where students will examine the major religious traditions, such as: Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shintoism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam while engaging in a review and comparison of their diverse spiritual, historical, and philosophical foundations. The class will critically analyze their application to current sociopolitical problems and their effect on the harmony of the global community.

Methodology: Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition. The class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor. The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, creative work, and field trips. Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class ready to discuss the reading assignments. 
 
Required Text:
1. Robson, Roy.  THINK World Religions 2013. USA: Pearson, 20172013.  ISBN: 978-020593443-0

Supplementary Resources:
1.  Parliament of World Religions: https://parliamentofreligions.org/program/next-generation
2. United Religions Initiative: https://uri.org/what-we-do#action_areas 

Course Requirements: 
· Access to Canvas
· Familiarity with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint

Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade helpdesk at:
helpdesk@chaminade.com

Library:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library

Tutoring and Writing Services:  Chaminade offers free one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students on campus at Kōkua `Ike: Center for Student Learning from trained peer and professional tutors. Free online tutoring is also available via Smarthinking from your Canvas account. For more information, contact Kōkua `Ike at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305.


COURSE OBJECTIVES



Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:
	Marianist Values & Native Hawaiian Values Education
	1. Educate for formation in faith
‘Ike Kainu’u Ho’ola’a: Knowledge embodying a sanctifying spirit
	2. Provide an integral quality education
‘Ike Ulana Ho’omana Kina’ole: Unblemished weave of empowering knowledge.
	3. Educate in family spirit
‘Ike Pilipo’ohala Kū’ono: Knowledge bound in deep family values

	4. Educate for service, justice and peace
‘Ike Kuleana Kaiao: Knowledge of enlightened duty.

	5. Educate for adaptation and change
‘Ike Huli Wānana: Knowledge of Prophetic Change / Searching

	General Education Learning Outcomes
	1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
	2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.
	.
	
	




	Program Learning Outcomes
	1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions. 
	6. Demonstrate an understanding of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.
	6. Employ an understanding of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions
	4. Integrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace in their lives.
	
.

	Course Learning Outcomes
	2. Distinguish the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression.
	6. Summarize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions
	
	3. Demonstrate the ability to  assess some of the issues of peace and social justice and religious responses to them as exampled by the 
Marianist values and mission
presented in Chaminade Core Academic Beliefs
	4. Correlate and contrast their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives with what they are learning.



Service-Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
· Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern

COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND ACTIVITIES




Regular Participation: Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. 
Attendance guidelines:
· Roll will be taken every class session; if you are not present during the taking of attendance, you will be counted absent. 
· If you are absent 3 (three) or more classes your grade will be lowered by one letter grade; if you are absent 5 (five) or more classes you will fail the course. 
· No absences will be excused except in the cases of (i) an emergent medical situation or severe illness; or (ii) a death in the student’s immediate family.
· All requests for special accommodations, e.g., medical, athletic, or learning-related, must be accompanied by the appropriate paperwork to be considered.
· Participation involves:
-completion of the primary and secondary readings prior to class;
-both answering questions and making relevant comments in the context of our in-class discussion.
-cell phones and other electronic devices must be set to silent mode or turned off and kept out of sight unless instructed by the instructor.  If you need it for any emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor.  According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class.  This includes but is not limited to excessive personal conversations, use of cellular and other electronic devices, and disrespectful language or behavior. 

Academic Conduct Policy: From the 2018-2019 Undergraduate Academic Catalog (p. 42):  
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. https://studentaffairs.chaminade.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2018-19-NEW-STUDENT-HANDBOOK.pdf

Homework Reading and Writing Assignments:  It is expected that the assigned readings, and any writing assigned be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule. Prompts for focus or review may be found on the Syllabus. 
Interfaith Experience Journal / Kuleana Pono: Each Module you will be exposed to an interfaith experience and a current event/perspective to inspire. The purpose of these exercises are to put your feet into the shoes of others during the period of this course. After viewing the posted resources, take a few moments to jot down your reflections. About a paragraph in length (not an essay) Credit will be given for simply pausing to reflect on the experience as noted in the journal.
Reflection Papers:  Students are required to complete two (2) 1 ½-2 page reflection papers. Papers will be graded based on thoroughness of explanation, specific examples and cohesive writing. Papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font with 1 inch margins. Citations must be used when necessary and be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers, MLA style. Papers may be posted on Canvas. 
Paper 1: From your readings of the three Buddhist traditions: Theravadan, Mahayana or Vajrayana- If you were a Buddhist, which tradition would you want to follow and why? Incorporate (and underline) at least 7 vocabulary terms in your paper.
Paper #2. Address a current topic within the scope of Judaism, Christianity, or Islam of your choice. Incorporate (and underline) at least 7 vocabulary terms in your paper from that tradition..

Midterm Research “In-Flight” Presentation: Student groups will focus on a religion or branch not covered in class and prepare an in-flight travel overview taking the rest of the class into its history, a few sites of interest, cultural, societal and food influences. The 7-12 minutes presentation may include some stories, symbols, art, music, etc. related to the tradition. Bring in a food dish to share and explain its relevance.

Quizzes:  Each quiz will cover specific chapters of the text and material covered in class. Students are responsible for all content, including material that is not discussed in class.

Final Exam – “Culture and Religion”: Oral Presentation. Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a summative art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, poem, writing, dance, music composition, etc.) that synthesizes your personal understanding of what you have learned from this course study.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life. 
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper: Due Week 14. Up to 30 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered (regular volunteer service not applicable).  Submit a 3-5 page paper detailing the description of community service performed (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc. in relation to this class).  . 
Extra-Credit/Make-up:  Activities will be prompted at the discretion of the instructor. These extra credit options may not be used to fulfill any other requirements for the course and are factored into one’s grade only after all other assignments are completed.


ASSESSMENTS AND GRADING


Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
Learning Outcome Assessment:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, 	research, and other activities
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· [bookmark: _ORGANIZATIONAL_THEMES:_]understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
· demonstration of the following 5 Core Competencies:
1.  Written communication		2.  Oral communication
3.  Quantitative reasoning		4.  Critical thinking
5.  Information Literacy

Grade Calculation:
	Core Competency
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	1,2
	Attendance 
	30 classes
	300
	5

	1,2,3,4,5
	Class Participation
	30 classes
	300
	30

	1,3,4,5
	Homework – Short Answers
	10
	100
	10

	1,3,5
	Interfaith Reflection Journal / Kuleana Pono
	10
	100
	5

	1,3,4
	Reflection Papers
	2
	200
	15

	3,4,5
	Quizzes
	3
	300
	10

	2,3,4,5
	Midterm Project
	1
	100
	20

	1,2, 3,4,5
	Final Exam
	1
	100
	5

	
	
	Total
	1500
	100%

	
	Extra-Credit 
	
	50
	2.5%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
A= Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
B= superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
C= Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter
D= Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of course work
F= Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION AND DISCUSSION RUBRIC
	
	
Excellent (10-8 points)
	Standard (7-6 pts.)
	Emerging (5-4 pts.)
	Minimal (3-0 pts.)

	Conduct
	Demonstrates respect for the learning process; has patience with different opinions and complexity; shows initiative by asking others for clarification: brings others into the conversation, moves the conversation forward; speaks to all of the participants; avoids talking too much.
	Generally shows composure but may display impatience with contradictory or confusing ideas; comments, but does not necessarily encourage others to participate; may tend to address only the teacher or get into debates.
	Participates and expresses a belief that his/her ideas are important in understanding the text; may make insightful comments but is either too forceful or too shy and does not contribute to the progress of the conversation; tends to debate, not dialogue.
	Displays little respect for the learning process; argumentative; takes advantage of minor distractions; uses inappropriate language; speaks to individuals rather than ideas; arrives unprepared without homework or texts.

	


Speaking
&
Reasoning
	Understands question before answering; cites evidence from text; expresses thoughts in complete sentences; move conversation forward; makes connections between ideas; resolves apparent contradictory ideas; considers others’ viewpoints, not only his/her own; avoids bad logic.
	Responds to questions voluntarily; comments show an appreciation for the text but not an appreciation for the subtler points within it; comments are logical but not connected to other speakers; ideas interesting enough that others respond to them.
	Responds to questions but may have to be called upon by others; has read the text but not put much effort into preparing questions and ideas for the seminar; comments take details into account but may not flow logically in conversation.
	Extremely reluctant to participate even when called upon; comments illogical and meaningless; may mumble or express incomplete ideas; little or no account taken of previous comments or important ideas in the text.

	Listening
	Pays attention to details; writes down questions; responses take into account all participants; demonstrates that he/she has kept up; points out faulty logic respectfully; overcomes distractions.
	Generally pays attention and responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions of other participants and the leader; absorption in own ideas may distract the participant from the ideas of others.
	Appears to find some ideas unimportant while responding to others; may have to have questions or confusions repeated due to inattention; takes few notes during the seminar in response to ideas and comments.
	Appears uninvolved in the class; comments display complete misinterpretation of questions or comments of other participants.

	Reading
	Thoroughly familiar with the text; has notations and questions in the margins; key words, phrases, and ideas are highlighted; possible contradictions identified; pronounces words correctly.
	Has read the text and comes with some ideas from it but these may not be written out in advance; good understanding of the vocabulary but may mispronounce some new or foreign words.
	Appears to have read or skimmed the text but has not marked the text or made meaningful notes or questions; shows difficulty with vocabulary; mispronounces important words; key concepts misunderstood; little evidence of serious reflection prior to the class.
	Student is unprepared for the class; important words, phrases, ideas in the text are unfamiliar; no notes or questions marked in the text; no attempt made to get help with difficult material.



COURSE SYLLABUS


      

	Date
	Topics  & Classwork
	Homework (Assignments listed are to be completed in preparation for the next class)

	Part I
	Orientation
	

	Week 1
August 27

	*Introduction to World Religions / CH-1:Thinking About Religion
*Who am I? Where did I come from? Where am I going? and Why?
	1. Read CH-2
2. Short Answer: Rank the 6 main characteristics of religion in accord with which ones you feel are the most important. Briefly, explain why.

	August 29
Christian: Beheading of St. John the Baptist
	*CH-2:Talking About Religion
	1. Read CH-3
2. Short Answer: How do the 4 Great Sayings of the Upanishads help adherents live their daily life? Would you find them useful in your own?

	Part II
	South Asian Religions
	

	Week 2
September 3
Jain:Paryushana Parva
Sept. 4: Last day Add/Drop
	*CH-3:Hinduism: The Eternal Law
	1. Read CH-4
2. Short Answer: Describe the practice of ahimsa, and explain its significance in today’s society.

	September 5
	*CH-4:Hinduism:Law & Life

	1. See Canvas board

	Week 3
Sept.10
	*Jainism & Sikhism: The Way of God’s Name
	1. Review: South Asian Religions

	Sept. 12
Sept. 13: Lunar New Moon festival
	*Quiz #1

	1. Read CH-5
2. Work on Paper #1. Due Sept. 20th.

	Part III
	East Asian Religions
	

	Week 4
Sept. 17
	*CH-5: Buddhism: Becoming Awake

	1. Read CH-6
2. Short Answer: In Christianity there are the 10 Commandments; in Buddhism the 5 precepts. What issues do you find need to be addressed today? Compose a moral code to address those.

	Sept. 20
Sept. 23-Equinox
Wicca: Mabon-Ostara
	*CH-6: Buddhism: Awakening the World
*Paper #1 due
	1. Read CH-7
2. Short Answer: Give some concrete examples of how you could practice living life in harmony with the Dao. 

	Week 5
Sept. 24
	*CH-7: Eastern Sacred Ways: The Eternal Dao
	1. Read CH-8
2. Short Answer: Why are natural places (mountains, rivers, etc.) important to the 3 Chinese religions? What parallels can you find in other spiritual traditions importance of the same? Give an example.

	Sept. 26

Sept. 27- Last day to WNR
	*CH-8: East Asian Sacred Ways: Harmony in the World
	1. Short Answer: “Which of the 5 Confucian virtues do you feel would be the hardest to implement in American culture?  Which would be the most necessary, and why?”

	Week 6
Oct. 1
Sept.30-Oct.1: Judaism-Rosh Hashanah
	*Shinto: The Way of the Kami

	1. Review: East Asian Religions

	Oct. 3
	*Quiz #2
	1. Read CH-16
2. Short Answer: What are some of the reasons people turn to New Religious Movements?

	Week 7
Oct. 8
Oct. 9: Judaism-Yom Kippur
	*CH-16: New Religions: A Quest for the Sacred
	1. See Canvas Board


	Oct. 10
	Interfaith Cafe
	1.   Work on Midterm

	Week 8
Oct. 15
	*Midterm presentations

	1. No homework

	Oct. 17
Oct. 20: Bahai- Birth of the Bab; Sikh- Installation of Scriptures as Guru Granth
	*Midterm presentations, cont.
	1. Read CH-9
2. Short Answer: What does it mean for contemporary Jews to call themselves the “Chosen People”?


	Part IV
	Middle Eastern & European Religions
	

	Week 9
Oct. 22
	*Zoroastrianism: The Way of the One Wise Lord;
*CH-9: Judaism: A Chosen People Choosing God
	1.  Read CH-10
2. Short Answer: What are the main (Group A: Differences; Group B: Commonalities) of the three major Jewish movements: Orthodox, Conservative, Reform?

	Oct. 24
Oct. 27: Sikh, Hindu, Jain: Diwali; Christian- Christ the King
	*CH-10: Judaism: Israel in the Diaspora
	1. Read CH-11
2. Short Answer: Knowing the differences between the Roman Catholic Church, and the Eastern Orthodox Church, do you think they will ever reunite? Why? Why not?

	Week 10
Oct. 29

	*CH-11: Christianity: The God-Man Messiah
	1.  Read CH-12
2.  Short Answer: Research a saint. What were the qualities you were looking for? Share something learned of that person.

	Oct. 31
Nov. 1: Christian-All Saints Day
Nov. 2: Christian- All Souls Day
	*CH-12: Christianity: Communion and Community
	1. Read CH-13
2. Short Answer: What are some of the similarities and differences between Islam and Judaism?


	Week 11
Nov. 5

	*CH-13: Islam: Submission and Faith
	1. Read CH-14
2. Short Answer: What is “jihad”?  In your response discuss the different interpretations of this idea in Islam today. 

	Nov. 7
Nov. 8: Last day to Withdraw; Apply for C/NoCredit
	*CH-14: Islam: The Pillars and the Umma
	1. See Canvas Board

	Week 12
Nov. 12
Sikh: Birth of Guru Nanak
	*Interfaith Cafe
	1.  Review Middle Eastern & European Religions

	Nov. 14
Nov. 15: Orthodox Christian- Nativity Fast begin

	*Quiz #3
*Paper #2 due
	1. Read CH-15
2. Short Answer: Spiritual or religious? Is there a difference between the two? Explain.

	Part V
	Religions in the Modern World
	

	Week 13
Nov.19
Nov. 20: Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 12:30PM-MRO
	*CH-15:Religions of Place: A Sacred World Around Us
	1. No Homework: Happy Thanksgiving!

	Nov. 21
	*Interfaith Cafe
	1. Work on Final

	Week 14
Nov. 26

	Review for Final Exam
	1. Work on Final

	Nov. 28
	Thanksgiving: No Class
	1. No homework

	Week 15
Dec. 3

	Final Exam Presentations
	1. Final presentations

	Dec. 5
Dec. 8: Buddhism-Bodhi Day; Christian-Immaculate Conception of Mary
	Final Exam Presentations, (cont.)
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Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Counseling Center in the Student Support Services Building, Room 101, by phone at (808) 735-4845 or email: counselingcenter@chaminade.edu for further information. Web: studentaffairs.chaminade.edu/counseling-center/counseling-services in order to receive accommodations. Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
	1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 	    	     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	                                         	     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 	  	     text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original 
exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.
If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

Title IX:  Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the Counseling Center on campus, Campus Ministry, the Dean or Students Office or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services.

As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be announced in class.  It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class. 
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